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SUMMARY 
 
On September 13, 1994, the City Planning Commission adopted the Local Renaissance District 
Administration Policy.  This framework enables residents to take a more active role in the city 
planning process with regard to revitalizing their neighborhoods. Details of the framework include 
the Planning Commission staff, working with all neighborhood groups, drafting a Strategic 
Neighborhood Renaissance Plan, which would then be considered for adoption by the City Council 
and the City Planning Commission.  Such a Strategic Plan would be instrumental in setting up a 
Local Renaissance District.  With residents as major stakeholders, such plans would be more 
practical and relevant in dealing with neighborhood problems.  The City Council’s role would be 
limited to the adoption of the plan, the enforcement of any regulatory adjustments to the plan, and in 
assisting the residents in monitoring the plan.  
 
Later, on April 15, 1999, the New Orleans East Economic Development Foundation (NOEEDF) and 
the New Orleans East Business Association (NOEBA) requested the initiation of a Local Renaissance 
District for New Orleans East, specifically Planning Districts 9, 10 and 11.  The New Orleans East 
Renaissance Plan is a comprehensive, strategic framework for future development decisions that 
attracts new projects, maximizes present and future capital improvement resources, balances growth, 
economic development and the quality of life of its citizens and that is soundly grounded in a 
democratic, broad-based system that allows all citizens to participate and to be represented 
throughout the process. 
 
Following the request for the initiation of a Local Renaissance District, the Plan for the District began 
to be formed.  The New Orleans East Renaissance Plan was developed using information gathered 
from an intense citizen participation process through a series of public meetings and interviews with 
community stakeholders and key leaders.  Neighborhood groups such as homeowners associations 
and faith-based groups also provided vital information for developing the Plan that adequately 
addresses neighborhood issues and, in turn, represents the concerns and future vision of the citizens 
of New Orleans East1. 
 
The New Orleans East Renaissance Plan is committed to long-term consistency with the New 
Century New Orleans Master Plan and all of its completed elements.  This commitment has been a 
major tenet of the New Orleans East Renaissance Plan from its inception.  This pledge to continued 
coordination will be a key element in the long-term effectiveness of both planning processes.  
Appendix B shows a partial list of resources and existing plans that have been reviewed, analyzed, 
and made a part of this process. 
 
Moreover, the New Orleans East Renaissance Plan is committed to consistency with the future 
elements of the New Century New Orleans Master Plan.  As new elements of the New Century New 
Orleans Master Plan are considered and adopted, the New Orleans East Renaissance Plan will serve 
both as a database and a planning touchstone for the process.  A balanced planning flow based on 
mutual consistency will be the standard for consensus approval of all future elements.  Working with 
the Monitoring Committee of the New Orleans East Renaissance Plan, this process will become the 
standard approach for balancing the plans. 
 
 
1 See Appendix A for a complete list of Public Meetings, Key Leaders, Stakeholders, and other participant groups 
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In addition, the New Orleans East Renaissance Plan Monitoring Committee shall be formed that will 
oversee the implementation and effectiveness of the New Orleans East Renaissance Plan.  The 
Monitoring Committee will consist of representative members from the following groups:  the New 
Orleans City Planning Commission, representatives from the New Orleans City Council, the New 
Orleans East Economic Development Foundation, the New Orleans East Neighborhood Organization, 
and the Committee for a Better New Orleans.  Other groups will be added as needed by the 
committee. 
 
Finally, the New Orleans East Renaissance Plan designates a core area with redevelopment 
opportunities, bounded by I-10, Read Boulevard, Dwyer Road, and Crowder Boulevard as the 
Strategic Local Renaissance District, where concentrated implementation efforts will commence.  
The Plan further recognizes the boundaries of the entire New Orleans East Renaissance District 
where simultaneous efforts, monitoring, and maintenance of consistency will continue in accordance 
with the Plan (see exhibit following). 
 

 
 
The following bullet points are key area trends and planning factors that were identified during the 
information gathering phase: 
 

• New Orleans East has continued to gain in population in recent decades, growing at a pace 
equivalent to the statewide rates for Louisiana. The area added nearly 6,000 residents between 
1990 and 2000, while Orleans Parish lost nearly 34,000 persons. 

 
• Water is a defining characteristic of the area, a source of recreation and basic life support, and 

also a periodic public safety risk in the form of flooding. 
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• As of the 2000 U.S. Census, New Orleans East had 96,363 residents; all of Orleans Parish had 
484,674 residents. 

 
• New Orleans East contains nearly 20 percent of the population of Orleans Parish, but consists 

of approximately 67 percent of the land in Orleans Parish.  
 

• If New Orleans East were a city, it would be Louisiana’s fifth largest in terms of population. 
 

• The area’s growth, while consistently positive, can vary widely in line with regional and state 
economic fortunes, such as the booming economy of the 1970s versus the bust era of the 
1980s and the recovery of the late 1990s. 

 
• The median age within New Orleans East is lower at 31.2 years, than Orleans Parish at 33.1 

years, and Louisiana at 34.0. 
 

• The number of persons in retirement age is decreasing in the East and increasing in the Parish 
(reflecting the “youthening ” of New Orleans East); the percentage of persons age 65 and 
older remains lower than at the statewide level. 

 
• As of the 2000 Census, African-Americans accounted for just over 80 percent of the 

population in New Orleans East. The White population was nearly fifteen percent, Asians 
represented six percent of the population, and other racial categories represented a very small 
percentage of the population. The White population declined slightly in the East over the last 
decade while much of the East’s overall growth was in the African-American community. 

 
• The area economy has become more diversified with strong components in the healthcare, 

tourism, gaming, service, and military sectors as well as continuing activity in shipping and 
port operations.  

 
• Regional employment has been stable in recent years, with a current Orleans Parish 

unemployment rate in the four to five percent range. Orleans Parish had a 2000 labor force of 
213,819 people, of which 25.7 percent were employed in the educational, health and social 
services industries and 15.3 percent were engaged in service jobs. 

 
• In 2000, New Orleans East businesses employed 30,891 people, with an annual payroll of 

$857,505,000. 
 
• Retail trade and healthcare services dominates the business establishments in New Orleans 

East and consists of 35.5 percent of all businesses in the New Orleans East Zip Code areas.  
Retail trade includes all of the individual stores and shops contained in malls and 
freestanding.  Accommodation, food and other services account for 18.2 percent of all 
businesses in the East. 

 
• Current residential vacancy rate for New Orleans East is 6.53 percent, while the City of New 

Orleans has a vacancy rate of over 12.5 percent.  In 1990, New Orleans East experienced a 
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vacancy rate of 13.5% in residential units, while the City of New Orleans had a 16.6% 
vacancy rate for the same time period. 

 
• Current unit count for Section 8 distribution, including both project based and Housing 

Choice Voucher programs, in New Orleans East is approximately 3,400 units total, almost 40 
percent of all Section 8 housing for the entire City of New Orleans.   

 
• Housing indicators suggest a strong family-oriented community, with more than 60 percent of 

residences having family households. Average household size in New Orleans East is 2.83 
persons and slightly lower in the City of New Orleans at 2.48.  

 
• In the past two years, new single family residential development has included 138 new homes 

at McKendall Estates, 88 new homes under development at Fairway Estates, 54 homes at 
Crowder Oaks, 30 new homes at Bullard Park, and 84 homes planned for Eastover. 

 
• New Orleans East has a complex and extensive flood plain and wetlands area that must be 

factored into nearly all development and infrastructure investment decisions.  Wetlands 
permitting remains an important issue for any new development in the East, and especially for 
the NOBID area. 

 
New Orleans East comprises a dynamic, growing area with a proud past and a future filled with the 
promise of continued growth. It is a land of opportunity that has evolved from its French roots into a 
destination for recreation, and tourism. It is also an area that continues to be defined by the major 
physical features and characters of its location in Orleans Parish.  These and other traits forge the 
foundation of the physical, social and economic character of New Orleans East. They make the East 
unique. Understanding this allows area residents and leaders to better envision the strengths and 
weaknesses of the community, as well as the steps necessary to seek out and achieve the goals and 
vision for tomorrow. Creation of the New Orleans East Renaissance Plan establishes the link between 
the past, present, and a well-planned future.  
 
The unique characteristics of New Orleans East provide great opportunity for growth.  Generating 
growth that will benefit the community can be accomplished through planning practices such as 
smart growth.  Smart growth encourages a balance between progressive development and quality of 
life.  It focuses on restoring a sense of place and livability to existing suburban areas.  Much attention 
is given to the town center as a public place of activity and aesthetic value for which the community 
feels pride.  Pedestrian friendly environments and open spaces are regarded as assets.   
The mixture of land uses, including residential and commercial, is also considered a component of a 
vibrant community.   
 
Establishing a vision of community values is an important facet of smart growth.  The New Orleans 
East community must set standards for re-development and future development.  Foundation should 
be laid for which the community defines its neighborhoods, transportation choices, built 
environments and structures, and local economic development.  With this re-development in New 
Orleans East come new opportunities, both economic and social. 


























































































































































































































































































