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CIVIL DISTRICT COURT FOR THE PARISH OF ORLEANS 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

DMSION 

CITY OF NEW ORLEANS 

-------------

DEPUTY CLERK 

MAYORAL PROCLAMATION OF EMERGENCY 

DUE TO SALTWATER INTRUSION 

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Homeland Security and Emergency Assistance and 

Disaster Act, La. R.S. 29:721, et seq., confers upon the Mayor of the City of New Orleans 

emergency powers to deal with emergencies and disasters, including those caused by fire, 

flood, earthquake, or other natural or manmade causes, in order to ensure that preparations 

of this City will be adequate to deal with such emergencies or disasters, and to preserve the 

natural resources of the City, lives, and property of the people of the City of New Orleans; 

and 

WHEREAS, La. R.S. 29:727(F)(l) confers upon the Mayor the authority to 

suspend the provisions of any regulatory ordinance prescribing the procedures for conduct 

of local business, or the orders, rules, or regulations of any local agency, if strict 

compliance with the provisions of any ordinance, order, rule, or regulation would in any 

way prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with the emergency; and 

WHEREAS, a declaration of emergency is necessary to allow City agencies to 

thoroughly prepare for and respond to any eventuality and to allow state and federal 

agencies and state and federal resources to be deployed, if necessary; and 

WHEREAS, the Mississippi River serves as the source of water for Orleans Parish 

and its water treatment facilities and extraordinarily low river levels and the resulting slower 

flow rates have allowed for saltwater to intrude upstream; and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers has constructed a saltwater barrier 

sill in effo1t to combat the saltwater intrusion and the resulting negative impacts to drinking 

water supplies; and 
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