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Orleans Justice Center Medical Services Building Chronology

• September, 2011 – OPSO breaks ground on the new, 433,000 sq. ft. , 1,438 

bed, Orleans Justice Center that includes Inmate Housing, Intake Processing 

Center and Administrative Building.

• April, 2012 – A class action lawsuit was filed by the Southern Poverty Law 

Center (SPLC) against Orleans Parish Prison to protect inmates from “abusive 

and unconstitutional conditions of confinement”.

• June, 2013 - A Consent Judgement was entered among and between the 

Plaintiff class; Department of Justice; and the Orleans Parish Sheriff.   The  

purpose of the agreement was to address alleged constitutional violations in 

the treatment of inmates at Orleans Parish Prison.  Through the provisions of 

this agreement, the parties would seek to ensure that the conditions in the 

Orleans Parish Prison (OPP) protect the constitutional rights of prisoners 

confined at OPP.  



• December, 2014 – OPSO moves acute mental/medical male inmates to Elayn 

Hunt Correctional Facility in St. Gabriel, La. The housing unit at Hunt could 

accommodate up to 33 male acute mental/medical inmates.

• November, 2015 – OPSO opens the new 1,438-bed Orleans Justice Center 

Facility Inmate Housing, Intake Processing Center and Administrative Building.

• June, 2016 - The Orleans Parish Sheriff’s Office (OPSO), Department of Justice 

and Plaintiffs signed a Stipulated Order creating the position of Independent 

Jail Compliance Director. The Compliance Director assumed authority to 

operate the Orleans Justice Center (OJC) and all jail facilities. 

• The Stipulated Order required the Compliance Director to make 

recommendations to the Court on three mayor topics: The youthful 

inmate population currently housed at OJC, the “Docks” holding area for 

the inmate population going to and from Criminal District Court, and a 

decision on a long-term solution for the inmate population affected by 

acute and sub-acute mental health and medical needs.

Orleans Justice Center Medical Services Building Chronology



• January, 2017 - The Compliance Director submitted the supplemental 

compliance action plan with recommendations for the acute and sub-acute 

mental health and medical service needs. The Medical Services Building 

referred as Phase III facility would include: a housing capacity of 89 security 

beds and 14 infirmary beds (total of 103 beds), it would accommodate only 

Male and Female inmates with acute and sub-acute mental disorders. The 

design would also provide space for laundry service, family and attorney 

visitation, an infirmary, medical clinic to provide services currently provided 

at OJC Phase II, and administrative space for medical and mental health 

staff. 

• January, 2018 – The City breaks ground on new, 28-bed Juvenile Justice 

Center Addition.

• March, 2018 - The City hires Hill International and Grace Hebert Curtis 

Architects to provide Project Management and Architectural Services for the 

design and construction of a new 89-bed male and female mental and 

medical services building on the OJC campus.

• September, 2018 – City issues NTP for the renovation of the OPP 3rd floor 

“Docks”.
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• November, 2019 – City completes construction of the new, 28- bed, Juvenile 

Justice Center Addition.

• February, 2020 – City completes renovations of the OPP 3rd floor “Docks”.

• March, 2020 – COVID-19

• June, 2020 – City asks Federal Judge to modify Phase III Plan to renovate the 

2nd floor of the existing OJC Inmate Facility to accommodate the medical 

services scope of work.  

• August, 2020 – The City completes the renovation of TDC buildings #1 and #2.

• September, 2020 – OPSO moves inmates from Elayn Hunt into TDC.

• January, 2021 – Federal Judge directs the City to move forward with the 

current Phase III design.

• February, 2021 – Capital Projects/GHC Architect begin engagements with City 

Planning to begin Conditional Use/NPP process.

• March, 2021 - Capital Projects/GHC begin engagements with FEMA/EHP to 

begin the EHP 106 process.
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Architectural Site Plan

We are applying for an 
amendment to an existing 
conditional use ordinance

• This would authorize the 
expansion of the prison in 
an LI Light Industrial 
District

We are also applying for a 
variance to exceed the set 
back of 20 feet required by 
Section 16.3.A.2 of the zoning 
ordinance

• Due to the existing utility 
pipes that go from the 
building on the lake side of 
the property to the jail on 
the river side, we can not 
build up to the 20’ setback
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Orleans Justice Center Medical Services Building
First Floor

First Floor Plan

Housing that serves acute 
mental health inmates

• 2-story 80,500 SF facility

• 106,000 SF site

Three areas:

• 12 bed female housing unit 
on the 1st floor

• 39 bed male housing unit 
on the 1st floor

• 38 bed male housing unit 
on the 2nd floor

Access to outdoor fresh air 
and exercise space from the 
common Dayroom space



Second Floor Plan

Nurse and security station

• Located in the center of each 
dayroom

• Allows for observation of the 
entire housing area

Joint male/female housing support

• Counseling rooms

• Mental health staff work areas

Centralized visitation

• Attorney and family visits

• Public entry point

Additional Spaces:

• Infirmary

• Clinic with 6 exam rooms

• Phlebotomy

• Dental services

• Administration areas
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Second Floor



Orleans Justice Center Medical Services Building

Circular housing layout

• Observation of the entire housing 

area from a central control area 

promotes a safer environment for 

the patients and the staff

Interior View of 

Male Housing Unit



Orleans Justice Center Medical Services Building
Project Schedule/Project Costs

• Complete Design    – September, 2021

• Start Construction  – January, 2022  

• Finish Construction – August, 2023

Estimated Project Costs

$51 million



Additional Online Tools

City Planning Commission

• Nola.gov/cpc

Comprehensive Zoning 
Ordinance

• Czo.nola.gov

NoticeMe

• Noticeme.nola.gov

One Stop

• Onestopapp.nola.gov

Property Viewer

• Property.nola.gov
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Q & A

During this presentation you may

text questions or comments to

504-384-8055

enter questions or comments in 

the WebEx Chat box

or
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Direct any additional questions or comments to

OJCMedicalServices2900@gmail.com



Orleans Justice Center Medical Services Building Perdido Street Entrance

2900 Perdido Street, between S Dupre and S Gayoso


	Orleans Justice Center Medical Services Building
	Orleans Justice Center Medical Services Building
	Orleans Justice Center Medical Services Building Chronology
	Orleans Justice Center Medical Services Building Chronology
	Orleans Justice Center Medical Services Building Chronology
	Orleans Justice Center Medical Services Building Chronology
	Orleans Justice Center Medical Services Building
	Orleans Justice Center Medical Services Building�Site Plan
	Orleans Justice Center Medical Services Building�First Floor
	Orleans Justice Center Medical Services Building�Second Floor
	Orleans Justice Center Medical Services Building
	Orleans Justice Center Medical Services Building�Project Schedule/Project Costs
	Orleans Justice Center Medical Services Building
	Orleans Justice Center Medical Services Building
	Orleans Justice Center Medical Services Building
	Orleans Justice Center Medical Services Building

