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533 Toulouse Roof Deck Research

Research has produced compelling evidence that a roof top space was an intentional part of the 1961-63 renovation of 533 Toulouse. James J Plauche Ir (owner of Corinne Dunbar’s restaurant
on 5t Charles) owned the building at this time and is responsible for the current exterior, enclosed courtyard, and the flamboyant interior decorating. Photos, maps, and newspaper articles have
been found to support the circurmnstantial physical evidence found on the property that this 2™ floor roof was an intentional eccupiable roof top space created when this warehouse structure
was significantly altered, and historicized details were added.

A 1943 photo from the Vieux Carre Digital Survey shows a hip roof on the 2-story section clearly visible from the street and is missing in a 1961 photo taken from the same position. This shows
the roof was altered at that time and a decorative piece of ironwork was added to the parapet likely to provide the necessary height for a railing, as the type of ironwork present at this location
on top of a parapet is certainly not typical within the Vieux Carre and likely would have need a specific purpose to have been approved by the Vieux Carre Commission at the time.

The most compelling detail comes on the 2™ page of a Jan 8, 1967, article in the Times - Picayune “Todays Living” section which mentions a “roof garden”. Based on the description of the
home’s interior and the position of the structures on the parcel there is no other logical place within this property that a roof garden could have been located.

Though the current decking material on the flat roof was not permitted at its installation it has been inspected by a licensed architect and found to be structurally sound, is not impeding the
flow of water from the roof and does not prevent inspection of the roof material. Given the Yellow rating of this building with the significant alterations that have been made and the evidence
provided it may be reasonable to consider the continued use of this space as a roof top garden despite not meeting all requirement for such a space in the current VCC guidelines.
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the roof is in place.
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“Vieux Carre Splendor to the mem‘ﬁplg]mifm The

e . 3 b)
Frumﬂshcmmrywahomeﬁlled resfed room with coloimaded arches that and atrium was custom-designed. mmwmmtﬂﬂmm

with antiques and art objects is the  display pieces from the bromse collec- Silk damask covers the walls—except Shﬂ? msm

smrydt of Ill:.rJaJ!ts J. Plauche Jr. resi- ml"nml n — %.eﬂm areas where paneling is used. - M

nce, 533 Toulouse. point of this area is a living room nig and its companion

“It can’t be called a restoration nor swimming pool. It's design is borrowed hall runner were woven in Puerto Rico le. L] mﬁi W

renovation; it was just two narrow build- from a poel in Rome. It's equipment is to suit dimensions and colors of the covery f']u ﬁl'!—

ings which we joined to make one. struc- ‘housed in a structure resembling a small Tooms, R Itahaﬂ mmttl It a -

ture,” advises Plauche. Greek temple A small sindy which can serve as a phu which serves as the refurn-air

In this year-and-a-halfl project, he Bronze statues are placed around the guesi reom has a well-plasmed arramge- .

called upon a team of : the  atrium in the colonnaded niches. The  memt: false doors In twe buillis beek- duct for the central air-conditioning sys-

Car] Hithe family of carpenters, deco- darkness of the cases ‘Told out inly single beds.

rator Charles Gray, architect Leon J.  sharply with the whiteness of the room. The bome is furnished in antiques, fine tﬂﬂ]‘ . A

Impastato. The result is an impressive Tropical plants in special boxes add a puintings and bremzes. A builkk-in cab- - - . Ly |

bome and an ideal setting for Plauche’s  softening fouch of green. imet Jn the lving room houses stcres and Mhhﬂ“lﬂﬂh

large collection of brome statues. In The atrium is climate controlled, cool-  television sets — and bolds part of l MM iﬂ!‘ﬂd’i‘l’ﬂi‘ﬂﬂ'dﬂ' ir=
mmgmmﬂ.;ma,irs"m.ﬁun eduu;reﬂluthtrrmmseﬁm Plawche’s exiensive collection of bromees L] ” M
ifferent typical Vieux Carre  ates pecessity of linking the  amd Vemetiam glass. 3 = .
restoration.” living room and game rovm with te  Eightecth Centiry French antiques, Continued On Poge 25 ror walls seem to add to width of cormidor.
The home, classic in feeling, has many  atrium. of the Empire period, enhance the liv- .

noteworthy archilectural featwres that ing room. Focal point is a beautiful Em-

are functional as well a3 glamerems. Thrmmmel’hncbe
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