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CITY OF NEW ORLEANS

NEW ORLEANS MOSQUITO, TERMITE & RODENT CONTROL BOARD

HELENA MORENO, MAYOR CLAUDIA RIEGEL, PH.D., DIRECTOR
JOSEPH GIARRUSSO, CAO CARRIE COTTONE, PH.D., ASST. DIRECTOR
Dear Citizen,

Congratulations on welcoming your new mosquitofish (Gambusia affinis) or Least killifish
(Heterandia Formosa)! These hardy little helpers are nature’s mosquito control team, and
with the right care, they’ll thrive while keeping your pond/pool healthy and buzzing with life
(minus the mosquitoes).

Getting Started:

¢ Acclimate Slowly: Float the transport container in your pond for 15-20 minutes to
match water temperature. Then gently release the fish.

e Chemical-Free Water: Ensure your pond is free of chlorine, pesticides, or
detergents. If you’ve recently added tap water, let it sit for 24-48 hours or use a
dechlorinator.

e Depth & Shelter: Maintain at least 1 foot of water depth and provide plants or rocks
for shade and hiding spots, especially if there are other larger fish (They might eat
the mosquitofish or the Least killifish) in your pond.

Ongoing Care:

o Feeding: Both species primarily eat mosquito larvae and small insects.
Supplemental feeding is usually unnecessary unless your pond is very clean and
insect-free.

o Water Quality: Keep the water clear and oxygenated.

e SeasonalTips: In colder months, mosquitofish and Least killifish can survive mild
freezes, but in extreme cold, consider moving them to an indoor tank.

A Few Reminders:

e These species are prolific breeders—monitor population to prevent overcrowding.

e Avoid releasing them into natural waterways; they are best kept in contained ponds
or water features.

With a little attention, your fish will work tirelessly to keep your pond mosquito-free while
adding a lively touch to your water garden.

Wishing you a healthy, happy pond/pool,

Your Mosquito Control Team
City of New Orleans Mosquito, Termite and Rodent Control Board



