Protecting Non-target Organisms

Pollinators such as bees, butterflies, and moths are essential to healthy ecosystems, and
NOMTRCB takes deliberate steps to protect them during mosquito control operations.

How We Reduce Risk to Pollinators during area-wide treatments

e Adulticide treatments occur at night or very early in the morning, when
pollinators are not active and are safely inside their hives orresting sites, and our
target species of mosquitoes are most active.

o Ultra-lowvolume (ULV) applications use extremely small droplets that remain
airborne and are specifically sized to target mosquitoes. Spray equipmentis
calibrated to ensure applications are within the products label rate.

e Products are applied only when necessary. Treatment decisions are based on our
surveillance data and not on a fixed schedule. NOMTRCB uses EPA-registered
products that have minimalrisk to non-target species and always follows the label
of each product used.

e Weather conditions are evaluated to ensure sprays stay aloft and do not settle too
quickly onto flowering plants.

e Larval controlis prioritized, reducing the need for adulticide spraying and
minimizing environmental impact. When conducting area-wide larvicide
applications, NOMTRCB uses products with Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis (Bti)
as the active ingredient. Bti is highly specific to mosquitoes and other flies and is
non-toxic for people, pets, wildlife, and pollinators.

These practices allow us to protect public health while safeguarding the pollinators and
other non-target organisms that support our city’s gardens, ecosystems, and food
systems.



