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524 Esplanade – Letter from Owner/Applicant

Chapter 1: a good beginning
I hire an architect with interest in classical revival architecture for my Palladian inspired house,  Lewis Robinson. We have similar taste . He is a very reassuring since he stated that he’s never  had a project turned 

down by the commission . He does his research and shows me several fancy designs from a catalog that was printed in the 1840s. My home was constructed in 1845 .
Lewis consults with a senior member of the staff and reports to me that since the staircase was a later addition, that there would be no problem in removing the railing or the entire staircase.
Since the 1879 survey showed a semi circular staircase, I asked him to design an iron staircase similar to the one in my home. Unfortunately, after doing measurements, he concluded that a new staircase would 

not meet current code standards of width and rise. I find this baffling that I am not allowed to construct a staircase that would be far safer then the current staircase which has irregular , variable rises. Certainly, a 
new staircase with the same riser heights would be  safer. He advised me to only remove the railing and leave the steps.

Chapter 2: rejection
The historic design is brought to the architectural committee. The staff historian objects to the removal of the railing since it has been there over 50 years. She states that the commission is following the 

recommendations of the national park service.
The chairman of the commission was encouraging when he stated:(This is not an exact quote) since 524 Esplanade already has an historic design railing on the gallery and  along the sidewalk, it would be 

reasonable to have a railing  of similar design.

I read the national parks service manifesto. I would like to stress that this is not a mandate or a law. It is a guideline, which they say can be modified by local historic districts. Saving something  that is 50 years 
old in a newer city might be appropriate, but I disagree that it is appropriate in one of the oldest cities in the United States.

When I was restoring 915 Bourbon St. , I saved the two 1950s expensive bathrooms. One of the bathrooms was blue, the other was pink, a color I don’t like!  Nevertheless, I had the pitted chrome, re-chromed. I 
had a row of cracked pink tiles replaced. Finding the same discontinued tile was very time-consuming. Fortunately, when I sold the house, the new owners did not replace the bathrooms with modern ones.

The architectural committee rejected the removal of the concrete railing unanimously. I was advised to appeal it to the full commission .

Chapter 3: reversal
The issue of removing the concrete railing was appealed to the full commission. Fortunately, one of the members asked what was the height of the railing. This was a issue not addressed by my architect or the 

three architects on the committee. It seems that my concrete railing was too short, therefore unsafe according to current codes current codes. Commission commission approved unanimously the removal of the 
concrete railing.

I would like to bring up the issue that the architects sit on both the architectural committee and the full commission. So, appeals are voted on by members that have already rejected the design. This does not 
seem right to me.
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Chapter 4: back to the drawing board
The staff negotiates with my architect on simpler and simpler designs. This is beginning to look to me like something from Levittown, NY! But then, the staff is wearing me down, I’m willing to agree to 

anything. Unfortunately, due to the length of this process, the decorative element that was agreed to by the staff, has now been discontinued!  My architect who never considers cost, tells me to have it 
replicated from the last three pieces that he bought. He also states that it should be one and a half inches thick.

My Iron man made up one sample, the cost is $200 each . At this point, I’ve already spent over $10,000 on one set after another of simpler drawings demanded by the staff. The staff has now made this 
project so expensive, that it is unaffordable.

I would like to point out that I have been actively involved in restoring buildings in the French quarter since 1975. This is the third building. I have always maintained using the buildings according to their 
original use as a private home. My first renovation at 1012 Royal St.,  I turned four apartments in the main building back to a single residence.
At 524 Esplanade Ave., I have , by myself, repaired the plaster, painted all the rooms, sanded and varnished the floors, stripped off over 10 coats of paint off the wood risking lead poisoning, repaired the roof 
multiple times risking cancer from asbestos tiles, replaced termite eaten wood. Instead of playing golf or tennis, my physical exercise is working on my home.

Chapter 5: desertion
I discuss cost with my architect and tell him we need a more affordable design. He understands my concerns, but is unwilling to submit any appeals to the full commission and the city Council.  He is 

unwilling to risk his relationship with the staff members. This might make it difficult for him to get future projects approved in the French Quarter, or even in another part of the city.
This is a complaint that I’ve heard multiple times in the past from architects who are unwilling to work in the French quarter. They have explained to me that they receive little guidance, rules are not clear, 

the rules continually change with changes in the staff or the changing members on the architectural committee.

Chapter 6: Bauhaus Humbug
This change to modernism reverses 70 years of the policies of the commission. For 70 years, historical designs have not only been approved but were required. This staff is, in effect , saying that for 70 years 

the  citizens that served on the architectural committee’s and the commission were wrong.  Also, the architects and the commission members who approved my balcony railing and my sidewalk fence were 
wrong.  Bauhaus humbug!!

Many of these volunteers were my friends, for example , Mary Morrison who lived in and who fought for the French Quarter from the 1930s and helped Save it along with her husband Jake. I was also friends 
with the previous owners of the house, the Ronstroms, who bought the house in the 1930s. I had been entertained more than 50 times by this couple with their stories of the French quarter and our house. 
They had seen my renovation at 1012 Royal St. through the many stages. Dr.Ronstrom was very pleased that I was buying  his precious home.

Please approve the affordable and historic  design.

Please include this letter in my application.
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(Returned for revision by Staff)
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