From: Robert D. Rivers

Sent: Friday, February 12, 2016 10:47 AM
To: Cameron D. Bonnett; Sabine E. Lebailleux
Subject: FW: Analysis of Strip Club Effects on French Quarter for City

Planning Commission

Attachments: Regulating Strip Clubs in the French Quarter.pdf

From: William Khan [mailto:wkhan@utexas.edu]

Sent: Monday, February 01, 2016 11:51 AM

To: Leslie T. Alley; Dubravka Gilic; Paul Cramer; CPCinfo; Robert D. Rivers; nkindel@nola.gov; Kenneth
Butler; bdesrocher@nola.gov; Imassey@nola.gov

Cc: James A. Gray; Stacy S. Head; Susan G. Guidry; nramsey@nola.gov; LaToya Cantrell; Jared C.
Brossett; Jason R. Williams; Jason R. Williams; Jonathan T. Harris; Barbara L. Keller; Catrina M.
Simmons; Lauren R. Hotard; Carla D. Gendusa; Aaron A. Clark-Rizzio; Katie D. Hunter-Lowrey; Connolly
A. Reed; Clarence J. Williams III; Vanessa A. Spinazola; Tyler L. Gibson; Mary B. Cunningham; Leatrice
Dupre; T. Gordon McLeod; Marilyn B. Wood; Julius Feltus; Bryon Cornelison; John D. Pourciau; Anna N.
Nguyen; Kara Y. Johnson; Lena Stewart; Aylin A. Maklansky; Freddie King; Sandra G. Thomas; Miles L.
Granderson; CouncilDistrictD; Tanya D. Nettles-Evans; Domonique C. Dickerson; Peter C. Waggonner;
Erin C. Spears; Mary N. Fontenot-Smith; Maurice C. Baird; Maria M. Tio; bmoliver@nola.gob

Subject: Analysis of Strip Club Effects on French Quarter for City Planning Commission

Dear City Planning Commission:

On January 7th, the New Orleans City Council passed a motion directing the City Planning
Commission to hold a public hearing on strip clubs in the French Quarter within 60 days. The
City Council motion to the City Planning Commission to study this issue and establish
regulations for strip clubs has granted broad authority to the CPC in proposing regulations for
such venues.

Language from New Orleans City Council Motion M-16-21 (directing the CPC to analyze strip
clubs in the French Quarter and propose regulations):

"That in the process of studying and reviewing the Adult Live Performance Venue Interim
Zoning District, the City Planning Commission staff is directed and granted the flexibility to
make all appropriate changes to the proposed regulations and any existing corresponding
regulations in the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance..."
http://cityofno.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=3&clip_id=2251&meta_id=314277

To the City Planning Commission, I would like to propose a "spacing" requirement which would
limit how close future strip clubs in the French Quarter could be next to each other. A "spacing"
requirement (like 500 ft), which would grandfather in existing strip clubs but not allow new ones
within 500 ft of existing ones, is likely to pass constitutional muster, while I am not sure an
outright ban (permanent or temporary) would be legal.

I have written a report and analysis of strip club effects on the French Quarter. It is attached in
PDF format. My analysis is grounded in economics, real estate, and public policy, and it
buttresses the argument for further regulating strip clubs in the French Quarter. I will be



supplying a hard-copy version of my report to each City Councilmember and the City Planning
Commission.

The operational impact and negative effects of strip clubs in the French Quarter are poorly
understood and rarely examined methodically; why else would city zoning allow strip clubs to
open door-to-door, block-by-block, or facing one another in the French Quarter prior to the
recently passed moratorium?

Let me share my perspective as a full-time French Quarter resident, voter, and business owner
with graduate degrees and coursework in law, business administration, real estate, and
economics.

Respectfully,

William Khan
French Quarter business owner, resident, and voter



From: Robert D. Rivers

Sent: Friday, February 12, 2016 10:47 AM
To: Cameron D. Bonnett; Sabine E. Lebailleux
Subject: FW: Statistics and Research for Adult Live Performance Venue Study

From: William Khan [mailto:wkhan@utexas.edu]

Sent: Friday, February 12, 2016 9:33 AM

To: Cameron D. Bonnett

Cc: CPCinfo; Robert D. Rivers; Leslie T. Alley; James A. Gray; Stacy S. Head; Susan G. Guidry;
nramsey@nola.gov; LaToya Cantrell; Jared C. Brossett; Jason R. Williams; Jason R. Williams; Vanessa A.
Spinazola; DistrictC; Andrew D. Kopplin; rberni@nola.gov; Mitchell J. Landrieu; Mayor Mitchell J. Landrieu
Subject: Statistics and Research for Adult Live Performance Venue Study

Dear Cameron:

As a full-time French Quarter resident, voter, and family-friendly business owner on Bourbon
Street, I stopped by City Hall yesterday, and I gave the City Planner on Duty seven (7)
documents, research reports, and news articles about strip clubs (adult live performance venues)
in the French Quarter.

The City Planner on Duty told me that you are tasked with the City Planning Commission's
Adult Live Performance Venue study.

As one of the few young professionals in the French Quarter, I am passionate about this matter
because I want to continue raising my family here.

In my research report (titled "Statistical Facts and History of Strip Clubs in the French Quarter"),
I included several statistics, including a comparison of how the concentration of strip clubs in the
French Quarter is far greater than the entire city of Portland (the city with the greatest number of
strip clubs on a per capita basis).

I am glad that regulating strip clubs in the French Quarter is finally a priority of city hall.
Frankly, strip clubs in our city's most historic neighborhood and tourism center should have been
regulated and limited at least a decade ago. When the city bans new hotels, new t-shirt shops, and
new food carts (other than Lucky Dog) but allows new strip clubs to open, you can see that the
city has shown misplaced priorities in protecting the French Quarter.

Statement 1: According to an urban research study, Portland, OR has the highest number of strip
clubs per capita in the country with nearly 9 strip clubs per 100,000 people.

Source: "Why Does Portland Have so Many Strip Clubs?"
http://priceonomics.com/why-does-portland-have-so-many-strip-clubs/

Statement 2: The cleanup of Boston's Clean Zone (one of the cities used by the 1977 Bourbon
Street Task Force in creating the Vieux Carre Entertainment District--Bourbon Street):



http://www.bizjournals.com/boston/print-edition/2013/03/08/new-projects-wipe-away-more-
vestiges.html

Statement 3: City Councilmember Kristin Palmer NOLA.com Op-Ed which referred to the
number of strip clubs in the neighborhood as a justification for a harsher curfew for minors:
http://www.nola.com/opinions/index.ssf/2012/01/modified_new_orleans_curfew_ne.html

Statement 4: Strip clubs repelled at least one convention from selecting NOLA
http://www.nola.com/politics/index.sst/2014/09/bourbon_street_strip_clubs_cou.html

Statement 5: Mayor Mitch Landrieu's goal of 13 million visitors by 2018
http://www.nola.com/business/index.ssf/2012/05/mayor mitch landrieu calls on.html

Statement 6: Prostitution, drug crimes, and lewd/improper conduct at strip clubs
http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2015/11/4_more_bourbon_street_clubs_bu.html

Statement 7: History of violations at Bourbon Street strip clubs
http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2015/11/in bourbon street strip clubs.html

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Respectfully,
William Khan

French Quarter resident and business owner



Cameron D. Bonnett

From: William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu>

Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2016 10:54 AM

To: Leslie T. Alley; Dubravka Gilic; Paul Cramer; CPCinfo; Robert D. Rivers; nkindel@nola.gov;
Kenneth Butler; bdesrocher@nola.gov; Imassey@nola.gov

Cc: James A. Gray; Stacy S. Head; Susan G. Guidry; nramsey@nola.gov; LaToya Cantrell;

Jared C. Brossett; Jason R. Williams; Jason R. Williams; Jonathan T. Harris; Barbara L.
Keller; Catrina M. Simmons; Lauren R. Hotard; Carla D. Gendusa; Aaron A. Clark-Rizzio;
Katie D. Hunter-Lowrey; Connolly A. Reed; Clarence J. Williams III; Vanessa A. Spinazola;
Tyler L. Gibson; Mary B. Cunningham; Leatrice Dupre; T. Gordon McLeod; Marilyn B.
Wood; Julius Feltus; Bryon Cornelison; John D. Pourciau; Anna N. Nguyen; Kara Y.
Johnson; Lena Stewart; Aylin A. Maklansky; Freddie King; Sandra G. Thomas; Miles L.
Granderson; CouncilDistrictD; Tanya D. Nettles-Evans; Domonique C. Dickerson; Peter C.
Waggonner; Erin C. Spears; Mary N. Fontenot-Smith; Maurice C. Baird; Maria M. Tio;
Brandon M. Oliver

Subject: Sad Statistical Facts and History of French Quarter Strip Clubs

After the one-year moratorium on new strip clubs expires, what’s next for the French Quarter and the image of
New Orleans? The French Quarter already has the nation’s highest concentration of strip clubs on a per capita
basis and per square mile. According to an urban research study, Portland, OR has the highest number of strip
clubs per capita in the country with nearly 9 strip clubs per 100,000 people. With approximately 4,000
residents, roughly 20 strip clubs, and an area of only 0.66 square miles, the French Quarter has 56 times more
strip clubs per capita than Portland (which is 220x larger in land area). The concentration of strip clubs in the
Vieux Carre on a per capita basis sadly rises whenever a resident of the French Quarter permanently leaves
because he or she cannot raise a family and enjoy a normal life in an increasingly unbalanced neighborhood.

Should new strip clubs or adult entertainment venues be allowed to proliferate in the Vieux Carre after the
moratorium ends? In contrast, new hotels, t-shirt shops, and food carts (other than Lucky Dog) are prohibited
from ever opening in the French Quarter. Why has city hall ignored or tolerated the harmful impacts of strip
clubs in New Orleans’ oldest neighborhood for decades?

In 1977, Mayor Moon Landrieu established the Bourbon Street Task Force with a blue-ribbon panel to study the
strip and suggest improvements. The panel visited the adult-entertainment districts of Boston’s “Combat Zone,”
New York City’s Times Square, and Atlanta’s red-light areas. Modeled on other cities but tailored to New
Orleans’ unique flavor, the Vieux Carre Entertainment District (otherwise known as Bourbon Street from
Iberville to St. Ann) was created shortly thereafter. At the time, Bourbon Street’s adult-entertainment venues
were not dominated by the out-of-town owned and corporate chains of strip clubs that currently line the strip.

From its outset, the Vieux Carre Entertainment District offered vaudeville, burlesque shows, and theatrical
glamour. The 1977 Bourbon Street Task Force’s permissive rules, which were intended to encourage the
street’s creativity and individuality, have been abused, leading to the present-day marketing of lap dances and
private champagne rooms. Since 1977, the cities that the task force considered as benchmarks for New Orleans
have reformed their respective adult-entertainment districts. Boston’s Combat Zone was transformed by civic
activists into a family-friendly and mixed-use district. New York City's clampdown on sexually-oriented
businesses in the 1990’s has been widely praised for launching the city’s revival, making it a more decent place
to live and to visit. Atlanta’s strip clubs today are not allowed to sell alcohol.

New Orleans should update and modernize its 40-year old regulations for strip clubs in the French Quarter. The
negative effects of strip clubs on quality of life are clear. In 2012, City Councilmember Kristin Palmer
1



specifically pointed to the number of strip clubs in the French Quarter as a justification for tightening the curfew
for minors in our city’s oldest neighborhood. On the 300 and 400 blocks of Bourbon Street, there are at least
seven strip clubs flanking the Royal Sonesta Hotel, and reportedly at least one convention rejected New Orleans
as a destination because strippers were visible from the sidewalk.

Mayor Mitch Landrieu has set a goal of attracting 13 million visitors annually to New Orleans by 2018. How
can New Orleans achieve such a goal without promoting a cleaner and more balanced brand that appeals to
more families, children, and ordinary people? It's time for some common-sense restrictions on how close new
strip clubs could open near existing ones in the French Quarter.

The need for a buffer from strip clubs is not a foreign concept under current New Orleans zoning rules. Outside
of the French Quarter, the New Orleans Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance prohibits strip clubs and nude
cabarets from opening within 1,000 feet of residences, churches, schools, and parks. The exposé of prostitution,
drug-related crimes, and lewd/improper acts at French Quarter strip clubs led to a temporary moratorium, but
city hall should strive for more substantial reforms. To revamp the worsening environment of the French
Quarter and to bolster the neighborhood’s livability, the city should permanently limit how close future strip
clubs can open near current ones.

William Khan
French Quarter resident and voter



Archdiocese of New Orleans Office of the Archbishop

7887 Walmsley Avenue

New Orleans, LA 70125-3496
Office: (504) 861-9521

Fax (504) 314-9614

Email: archbishop@arch-no.org

March 21, 2016 BER gy
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City Planning Commission Office
1300 Perdido St., 7™ Floor

One Stop Shop

New Orleans, LA 70112

Dear City Planning Commission Members:

Because of my great love for the City of New Orleans and my role as Archbishop of New Orleans, I
express gratitude to the City Planning Commission for their efforts to study “Adult Live Entertainment
Venues” in the city of New Orleans. I, too, am concerned that in the Fall of 2015, an undercover
investigation by law enforcement found that more than 50% of the adult live entertainment venues in the
French Quarter were involved in drug dealing and prostitution.

We are aware that New Orleans is considered a major hub for sex trafficking by national law enforcement
and human trafficking experts. This, too, is a grave concern as it allows people not to respect the dignity
of others. The human trafficking experts say that there is a direct link between the adult live
entertainment industry and human trafficking.

Much of what I have in this note you already know. Nonetheless, please know that I am of support of any
efforts we can make in order to study this issue and to eliminate drugs, prostitution, and trafficking from
our great city.

Thank you for your attention.

Wishing you God’s blessings, I am

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Gregory M. Aymond
Archbishop of New Orleans

GMA/el

cc:  New Orleans City Council
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Where is the Risen Christ to be found in 2016?

Archbishop
Gregory M.
AYMOND

>

On Easter Sunday, Archbishop
Gregory Aymond delivered the
following homily at the 11 a.m.
Mass at St. Louis Cathedral.

ast Sunday, I joined
Labout a thousand people

in Woldenberg Park to
watch the production of “The
Passion” by FOX network
that was filmed here in New
Orleans. The production was
well done. It takes the story of
the passion of Jesus of 2,000
years ago and places it in the
context of our own day.

After the death of Jesus
was remembered in “The Pas-
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sion,” it seemed like everybody
around me was turned away
from the stage. Being curious, I
turned the other way, too, and
on top of the Westin Hotel,
there was the large image of
a man dressed in white, with
light shining around him.
This is how the resurrection
was portrayed. I was a little bit
surprised.

However, maybe the resur-
rection of Jesus always sur-
prises people. If we look at
today’s Gospel, on that first
day of the week, the women
have come with their spices to
anoint the body of Jesus. They
want to show reverence for it.
They come to the tomb, and,
to their surprise, the rock has
been rolled away. They look
into the tomb, and it is empty.
For them, it caused many ques-
tions: “Who stole the body?
Why are they making fools
of us? Where did they put the

On the Web:

www.nolacatholic.org

body?”

Then the messengers of
God come to the women and
explain that Jesus has risen,
just as he had promised. The
women run and give this mes-
sage to the other the apostles
—the 11 - and they think it is
nonsense. Yes, we are always
surprised at how the resurrec-
tion takes place.

Finally, Peter, trying to figure
out what is going on, runs to
the tomb and he, too, sees the
stone rolled away. He sees the
empty tomb, peers in and sees
the wrappings that had been
around Jesus. With human
eyes, Peter would have said,
“The tomb is empty.” But with
the eyes of faith, and reflecting
on Jesus’ promise, he says, “He
is risen, just as he promised.”

This morning we are not
literally at that empty tomb,
but we have heard the Gos-
pel story. May 1 suggest that,
humanly speaking, we could
say, “Well, the tomb is empty.
End of the story.” However,
we look at this story with our
hearts of faith. The reason you
and I are here this morning is
that we believe that the tomb
is empty in order that the Lord
Jesus is risen, just as he has
promised. Yes — Jesus is risen
to be the light, to scatter the
darkness and to be the light
that gives hope and mercy.

We symbolized that light
so beautifully at the Easter
Vigil. After we blessed the
Easter candle, a sign of the
Risen Christ, we processed in
and the cathedral was in total
darkness. The only thing that
could be seen was the flicker-
ing of the Easter candle, the
Risen Christ. The deacon sang,

“Light of Christ.”

Christ is the light who scat-
ters the darkness of the world,
the darkness within our own
hearts and in the hearts of all
we love. The Easter candle will
be a focal point for the next 50
days during this Faster season.
You and I will stand before the
light of the Easter candle for
the next 50 days, hoping that
the Easter light will cause a
flicker in our own hearts and
in our world to dispel the dark-
ness.

The Resurrection is not just
an event that happened 2,000
years ago. The Resurrection
has incredible significance
for us this morning. In the
darkness of our own lives, we
believe the Risen Christ comes
to bring light. What are those
dark moments? When you and
I feel pain or struggles. When
we are disappointed or feel

See ABP. AYMOND page 19 »

As New Orleans turns 300, isn’t time we grew up?

Peter

FINNEY JR

CLARION HERALD

f first impressions mean
Ianything, the billboards say

what New Orleans — soon
to celebrate its 300th anniver-
sary as one of the world’s most
exotic travel destinations — is
all about.

As you leave Louis Arm-
strong International Airport
and wind down the airport
access road heading to I-10,
it’s not John Besh or Emeril
Lagasse stirring up a steaming
pot of seafood gumbo over a
fire with a wooden spoon.

Instead, it’s an in-your-face,
billboard-size lounge ticket to
a Bourbon Street strip joint.

And, for good measure,
there’s a matching billboard
for the reverse side, telling
departing travelers who may
have missed out on the fun:
“Catch you next time.”

Jim Kelly used to run Catho-
lic Charities Archdiocese of
New Orleans, and now he’s the
executive director of Covenant
House New Orleans, where
many of the girls who walk
into his place looking to get off
the streets wind up after their
young life spun out of control

first by “dancing” in strip
clubs — what the club operators
euphemistically call “adult live
entertainment venues.”

First comes the dancing,
Kelly said, followed by the val-
ue-added services expected of
the dancers in the strip club’s
“VIP” rooms. That’s where the
girls, if they want to keep their
cash, drinks and drugs coming
in, know what they have to do.

“It’s a victimless crime, un-
less you know the victims,”
Kelly said. “I know the vic-
tims.”

Kelly was chilled last June
when he picked up the paper
and read about Jasilas Wright,
a 19-year-old dancer at Stilet-
to’s Cabaret on Bourbon Street.
Investigators said Wright died
after being thrown from a
speeding car on I-10 by her
pimp.

Wright's age particularly
galled Kelly. He approached
the City Council to pass an
ordinance that would raise
the age requirement on strip
club dancers from 18 to 21. At
Kelly’s urging, the council also
called for a comprehensive
study of strip clubs in New Or-
leans and placed a moratorium
on new clubs opening up.

In October, state officials
launched an investigation of
the strip clubs and discovered
nine out of 14 clubs were deal-
ing in prostitution and drugs.

“Nine out of 14,” Kelly said.

“Can you imagine that hap-
pening in any other industry
and there not being an up-
roar?”

Kelly said a recent study of
his Covenant House teens by
Loyola University indicated
that 14 percent — 87 kids dur-
ing the course of the year — had
been victims of human traf-
ficking, which is defined as us-
ing “force, fraud or coercion”
to control another person.

“Do you not think these
dancers are being coerced to
do what they have to do, OK,
to make sure that people are
happy?” Kelly said. “What's
going on in the VIP rooms?”

The most compelling tes-
timony in the study of strip
clubs came last month from
former New Orleans Coun-
cilwoman Kristin Gisleson
Palmer, who told the City
Planning Commission that
her younger sister Rebecca had
fallen into drug and alcohol
addiction due to a troubled
childhood and mental health
problems. Rebecca Gisleson
started stripping at age 19,
and she committed suicide
in 1998. Rebecca’s twin sister
Rachel also took her life a short
time later. “There’s no doubt
in my mind that the strip-
ping was a major contributing
factor to (Rebecca’s) death,”
Gisleson Palmer said.

Kelly is a realist. He knows
there probably is no way to

shutter every Bourbon Street
strip club, but he hopes at least
half will be gone soon.

“The bottom line is this is
an affront to women,” Kelly
said. “We're treating women
as pieces of meat. Where is the
dignity? Where is the respect?”

Kelly says as New Orleans
approaches its tricentennial in
2018, it needs to look seriously
at its culture of wanton excess.

“There’s no more 42nd
Street in New York; there’s no
more Combat Zone in Bos-
ton,” Kelly said. “I'd like us to
be known for the World War
II Museum and the Aquarium
of the Americas. I'd like to see
us known for Brennan’s. Food,
great entertainment. We've
got so much more to offer.
Strip clubs are out of sync with
marketing New Orleans as a
world-class destination.”

There still is time for public
comment. The City Planning
Commission will offer a staff
report on April 9, and the
full commission will meet to
discuss the study on April 26.
The City Council meets May 2.

“I think we're called to stand
up,” Kelly said.

Send electronic comments to
cpcinfo@nola.gov or send a let-
ter to City of New Orleans, City
Planning Commission, 1300 Per-
dido St., 7th Floor, New Orleans,
LA 70112.

Peter Finney Jr. can be reached
at pfinney@clarionherald.org.



1481 Burbank Drive
New Orleans, Louisiana 70122

April 6,2016

City Planning Commission Office
1300 Perdido Street, 7™ Floor
One Stop Shop

New Orleans, LA 70112

Ladies & Gentlemen:

Please scrutinize all adult live entertainment venues (strip clubs) within the
city in response to recent criminal activity and public outcry. Such clubs are
notoriously connected to Human Trafficking, something widely recognized by
national law enforcement and Human Trafficking experts.

Your attention is appreciated.

- Very truly yours,
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Laurie Hayes Coni@fio

cc:  New Orleans City Council
1300 Perdido Street, 2™ Floor West
New Orleans, LA 70112



2329 General Meyer Avenue
New Orleans, LA 70114

April 4, 2016

City Planning Commission Office

1300 Perdido Street, 7% Floor .
One Stop Shop -
New Orleans,, LA 70112

Ladies & Gentlemen:

Please scrutinize adult live entertainment venues (strip clubs) within the city in response
to recent criminal activity and public outcry. Such clubs are notoriously connected to Human
Trafficking, something widely recognized by national law enforcement and Human Trafficking
experts,

Your attention is appreciated.

cc: New Orleans City Council
1300 Perdido Street, 2™ Floor West
New Orleans, LA 70112



William Khan 4/5/16

Report to the City Planning Commission on the Effects of Strip Clubs on Non-Adult Businesses

1.

Strip clubs tend to burden neighboring businesses with significant costs, customer
displacement, and negative effects.

Strip clubs displace commerce from families, children, women, and the elderly; they also
make it harder to recruit and retain employees who are repulsed by the culture and
gauntlet created by strip clubs.

Signs, outdoor advertising, and on-street solicitation by strippers are visually offensive,
repel non-adult business customers, and harm quality of life.

Because they are so concentrated and have to compete heavily with one another, strip
clubs engage in aggressive solicitation practices that border on promoting prostitution
and encouraging illegal activities.

As a business owner of a family-friendly establishment, | am concerned about the crowd
that strip clubs and adult-oriented businesses attract: prostitutes, pimps, johns, addicts,
unsavory people, the mentally disturbed, and muggers who prey on the public.

Strip clubs have a systematically and uniquely negative effect on quality of life and
Bourbon Street’s reputation. | am a member of the New Orleans Convention and Visitors
Bureau. When | try to encourage convention organizers and managers to bring their
groups to my shops on Bourbon Street, many of them decline to come to the street during
evening hours (because strip clubs escalate their offensive practices at night) or they
decline to come to Bourbon Street at all.

The negative image and perceptions of harmful effects from strip clubs are important
because people act on their perceptions.

1. Strip clubs tend to burden neighboring businesses with significant costs, customer

displacement, and negative effects.

In 2012, Councilmember Kristin Palmer pointed to the number of strip clubs and bars in
the French Quarter as a justification for tightening the curfew for minors in the Vieux
Carre.

According to the French Quarter Management District, visiting families and convention
planners deciding whether to hold a meeting in New Orleans have complained about
scantily clad women and explicit posters visible from the sidewalk and the public right-
of-way.

In 2015, the sales tax rate was increased in the French Quarter by 0.25% to pay for a
detachment of Louisiana State Police. The high rates of disorderly conduct, drunk
customers, and rowdy patrons from strip clubs and bars (especially at night) contribute to
the French Quarter’s overall higher crime rate. As shown by the Louisiana State Police
and the Office of Alcohol and Tobacco, strip clubs themselves are magnets for crime,
including prostitution, human trafficking, drug dealing, and lewd & improper conduct.
But the sales tax increase was not limited to strip clubs and bars; all businesses, including
non-adult establishments, have to carry the burden.



- Strip clubs promote, glamorize, and spread visual clutter, a drinking/party culture, and
pornographic flyers; strip clubs internalize the profits from the perception they create for
the French Quarter, but they do not have to deal with the costs of losing family-oriented
customers or living in a neighborhood with lower quality of life.

For at least three decades (30 years), the city of New Orleans has allowed strip clubs to
proliferate on Bourbon Street and Iberville Street and to open next to or near existing strip clubs.
The end results of the city’s insufficient regulation of strip clubs in the French Quarter include:
(1) a concentration and clustering of strip clubs, (2) an economic/land-use configuration that is
tilted toward adult-entertainment and nighttime establishments, (3) the crowding out and
displacement of businesses that are low-margin, resident-oriented, and/or family-friendly, (4) a
tighter curfew for minors in the French Quarter, (5) a less favorable environment for families and
a growing negative perception of the French Quarter, and (6) an irreversible loss of residents.

2. Strip clubs displace commerce from families, children, women, and the elderly; they also
make it harder to recruit and retain employees that are repulsed by the negative culture and
gauntlet created by strip clubs.

The most frequent clients of sex businesses are young, transient, and single males. Statistically,
alcohol-based businesses that cater to this demographic category tend to push out and deter other
demographics like women, families, children, and even the elderly.

Sex businesses in the French Quarter are singularly responsible for creating a "dead zone™ that
people not interested in adult uses actively avoid—at a detriment to neighboring businesses.

Negative public attitudes toward areas of concentrated sex-businesses create "dead zones"
unattractive to shoppers, store owners, and investors, and greatly decrease marketability and
business opportunities in the vicinity of the sexually oriented businesses. Several customers of
mine have indicated concern for the safety of their children and other pedestrians in the area.

Sex businesses set the tone of the pedestrian traffic in the area. Comments to me from customers,
non-adult-business patrons, and passers-by have indicated that they, as people on foot in the
vicinity of sexually oriented businesses, have been propositioned for sex acts, sexually harassed,
or subject to aggressive panhandling.

Non-adult businesses suffer from the presence of sexually oriented businesses because our
customers are fearful and concerned for their children. The concentration of multiple sexually
oriented businesses in the French Quarter can have a major impact on the neighborhood by
contributing to crime, driving away family oriented businesses, and debasing the reputation of
the community.

When concentrated, sexually oriented businesses typically compete with one another for
customers through larger, more visible signs; obscene solicitations; and graphic advertising.
They tend to be magnets for certain types of businesses such as alcohol beverage outlets and late-
night eating establishments like those offering pizza by the slice.



My business has not only lost customers; we have also lost existing and potential employees,
suppliers, and other stakeholders. We have difficulties in hiring and retaining employees for our
non-adult business, particularly young mothers, elderly individuals, and ordinary women & men.
The proliferation of adult entertainment, often identified by graphic signage and lewd barkers,
has led to widespread concern about potential deterioration in the quality of life and the
neighborhood’s reputation.

These impacts include: inappropriate exposure of children and teenagers to graphic sexual
images, increased crime, diminishing business opportunities, adverse effects upon the climate for
other types of commercial activities, and overall negative influences upon community character.

Adult uses located in the area, particularly in concentration, have a negative impact on their
businesses, deterring potential customers. Negative perceptions associated with the area can lead
to disinvestment, blight, and a tendency to shun shopping streets where unsavory activities are
occurring. These areas are avoided because shoppers do not want to be associated in any way
with adult uses, or have their children walk by adult uses.

Strip clubs discourage shoppers from walking in pedestrian-oriented commercial areas, which
the French Quarter is supposed to be.

Other impacts could be traced to public perceptions. Many people, particularly the elderly, are
afraid to walk the streets. Others have expressed concern that children were being exposed to
sexually-explicit materials and unsavory persons. Quality of life and business are adversely
affected by litter, environmental effects, difficulty in recruiting employees and retaining &
attracting customers.

Negative impacts stemming from the adult establishments include: a decline in the overall
reputation of the community, a reduction in the economic vitality of individual businesses, and a
declining potential for business in the community.

3. Signs, outdoor advertising, and on-street solicitation by strippers are visually offensive, repel
non-adult business customers, and harm quality of life.
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4. Because they are so concentrated and have to compete heavily with one another, strip clubs
engage in aggressive solicitation practices that border on promoting prostitution and encouraging
illegal activities.

Sexually oriented businesses provide a focus for illicit activities pertaining to prostitution,
pandering, and other illegal sex acts.



The placement of a sexually oriented business is generally an indicator of the decline of a
community—the business district as a whole is impacted.

Also, the target audience in the immediate vicinity of a strip club will not suffice for a sex
business; it must engage in more aggressive solicitation practices to draw business from a larger
surrounding region.

Some of the Bourbon Street strip clubs are very aggressive about peddling their entertainers,
liquor, and sexual themes.

I walk on the 200 to 500 blocks of Bourbon Street everyday. | have heard barkers from Bourbon
Street strip clubs loudly yell the following things on the street and sidewalk in earshot of
families, children, and ordinary people:

i. “It’s ti**y time.”

ii. “Come inside for cold beer and hot pu**y.”

iii. “Anything goes.”

iv. “We have chicks with big t*ts.”

5. As a business owner of a family-friendly establishment, | am concerned about the crowd that

strip clubs and adult-oriented businesses attract: prostitutes, pimps, johns, addicts, and muggers
who prey on the public.

According to the French Quarter Management District, visiting families and convention planners
deciding whether to hold a meeting in New Orleans have complained about scantily clad women
and explicit posters visible from the sidewalk and the public right-of-way.

6. Strip clubs have a systematically and uniguely negative effect on quality of life.

Concentrations of these businesses have detrimental effects on residential and commercial
activities caused by: (1) noise (such as loud music or vulgar solicitations), lighting, disruption of
non-adult commerce, and the type of crowd during late night hours; (2) increased opportunity for
street crimes; and (3) the tendency of citizens to avoid such business areas.

Quality-of-life impacts, such as littering, noise, late night operations, offensive signage, and
general negative perceptions about the neighborhood or certain streets, are significant.

People loitering near adult establishments have made the neighborhood "intimidating.”

Certain impacts such as offensive signage depicting eroticism or sexually-explicit words are
especially problematic for children.

There are several impacts from adult entertainment establishments located in the French Quarter,
particularly in concentration.



Adult use businesses have a negative effect on the economic health of businesses located in their
vicinity that primarily serve families and that do not peddle alcohol, video poker, or sexually-
oriented material.

Adult uses are detrimental to non-adult businesses. Customers have complained about aggressive
barkers and strippers from adjacent strip clubs.

I am a member of the New Orleans Convention and Visitors Bureau. When | try to encourage
convention organizers and managers to bring their groups to my shops on Bourbon Street, many
of them decline to come to the street during evening hours (because strip clubs escalate their
offensive practices at night) or they decline to come to Bourbon Street at all.

Flamboyant strip club advertising, solicitation practices, and the visibility of strippers from the
sidewalk also make it more difficult to make a convincing pitch to business and convention
customers.

Customers have shown me photographs of the adjacent strip clubs to complain. Frequently,
unsavory people loiter in front of strip clubs and are involved in petty crime, which ruins quality
of life for me and my customers.

It is undeniable that strip clubs create "dead zones™ in commercial areas that shoppers avoid. The
negative public perceptions about adult uses, such as the need to provide private security guards
and leave Bourbon Street before sunset, also harm business.

Many customers have complained about the impacts from strip clubs. These impacts include:
exposure of children and teenagers to graphic sexual images, increased crime, aggressive
panhandling and propositioning for sexual activities, adverse effects upon the climate for other
types of commercial activities, attracting a disreputable crowd, and overall negative influences
upon community character.

Sexually explicit business signs or displays visible from the public street are particularly
offensive.

7. The negative image and perceptions of harmful effects from strip clubs are important because
people act on their perceptions.




Mark Collins Romig
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March 15, 2016

New Orleans City Planning Commission
1300 Perdido St, 7th Floor
New Orleans, LA 70112

Re: Study of Adult Live Entertainment Venues
Dear Commissioners Wedberg, Brown, Steeg, Duplessis, Mitchell, Mora, Allen, and Marshall:

I would like to thank the City Council and the City Planning Commission for their recent efforts to study
“Adult Live Entertainment Venues in the City of New Orleans.” I am pleased that the study will consider
“limitations on the number of such establishments, best practices of other cities, land use regulatory
mechanisms, use standards, and input from industry representatives and impacted businesses.”

I am concerned:

e In October 2015, law enforcement found drug dealing and prostitution taking place in 9 out of 14
strip clubs in a month long undercover investigation. Drug dealing and prostitution (male and
female) is also known to take place in other kinds of clubs and venues.

e New Orleans is considered a major hub for human sex trafficking by national law enforcement
and human trafficking experts (including the Polaris Project).

e A Loyola study estimates 87 Covenant House residents per year have been involved in human
trafficking, increasing to 150 residents per year if the sex industry and strip clubs are included.

s According to a lawsuit, reported by the Times Picayune, dancers in strip clubs are often hired as
independent contractors, not as employees with regular benefits. Dancers are constantly sexually
harassed, and are forced to work in an environment that is neither safe, secure nor crime free.

I believe:

~ » The existing number of strip clubs leads to an increase in overall French Quarter crime including
violence, prostitution, lewd/improper acts, petty crime and drug dealing — and therefore does not
promote the public health, welfare and safety of the City.

e As we approach our 300th anniversary, the strip clubs’ affiliated crimes and negative reputations
are completely out of sync with marketing New Orleans as a world-class destination.

I recommend:

e The number of strip clubs in our city needs to decrease by at least 50%.
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e A special tax/fee needs to be levied against the strip clubs to pay for increased law enforcement
on Bourbon Street, and for on-going inspections of the clubs.

e Dancers should be hired as regular employees with standard benefits, should be provided a safe,
secure, crime free environment, and should not be allowed to be sexually harassed.

Sincerely,

W

Mark C. Romig,



From: William Khan (Resident, VVoter, and Business Owner in the French Quarter with three family-
friendly establishments on Bourbon Street that neighbor or are located near strip clubs)

To: The New Orleans City Council and the City Planning Commission
RE: Regulating Strip Clubs in the French Quarter
January 30, 2016

The operational impact and negative effects of strip clubs in the French Quarter are poorly understood
and rarely examined methodically; why else would city zoning allow strip clubs to open door-to-door,
block-by-block, or facing one another in the French Quarter prior to the recently passed moratorium?

Let me share my perspective as a full-time French Quarter resident, voter, and business owner with
graduate degrees and coursework in law, business administration, real estate, and economics.

My Academic Qualifications and Perspective as a French Quarter Resident and Neighboring Business:

I hold a Juris Doctorate (Law) degree and a Master of Business Administration (MBA) from the
University of Texas at Austin. | graduated from the University of Pennsylvania with a B.A. in Economic
History and Public Policy. | have completed coursework in urban real estate and land use regulation at
Wharton, Tulane, the University of New Orleans, and the University of Texas at Austin.

My family’s businesses on the 200, 400, and 500 blocks of Bourbon Street are one of the few remaining
family-friendly and family-oriented establishments in the area. We have been in business at those
locations for more than 30 years. Because | live in the French Quarter and | walk along Iberville Street
and Bourbon Street every day to manage my family’s shops, | have a reality-based, relevant, and
ground-level perspective on the impact of strip clubs in the French Quarter. | feel the effects of strip
clubs daily as | walk to work and try to maintain a family-friendly establishment on Bourbon Street.

| want to raise my family here in the French Quarter, but the door-to-door and block-by-block
concentration of strip clubs has significant and neqgative spillover effects throughout the neighborhood.

Executive Summary: Strip clubs in the French Quarter are mostly clustered next to one another or near
each other, and they are concentrated on Bourbon Street and Iberville Street. When strip clubs are
allowed to open within feet of each other or even door-to-door (as current law permitted prior to the one-
year moratorium), this concentration of strip clubs generally creates negative operational,

environmental, and aesthetic effects—harmful externalities—for residents, visitors, pedestrians,
onlookers, locals, other types of businesses, and for their neighbors. Because of these negative effects,
strip clubs and other adult-oriented businesses tend to displace and eventually crowd out less-intensive
and more-benign types of establishments.

One constitutionally legal solution for the New Orleans City Council to combat the negative,
compounding effects of strip clubs in the French Quarter would be to enact a spacing requirement for
any new strip clubs in the Vieux Carre, which would limit how close a new strip club could open near to
existing ones. In the 1990s, New York City enacted a spacing requirement that effectively spread out
sexually-oriented businesses and reduced their concentration in saturated areas. The U.S. Supreme Court
approved the New York City requirement in 1998.
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Negative Operational Effects:

1)

2)

3)

4)

Strip clubs on Bourbon Street and in the French Quarter tend be closed between 7AM to 1PM.
When these businesses are closed during the morning time and just past noon, their closure and
non-activity tend to create a “dead zone” on the street during the daytime in which few
pedestrians walk nearby, vagrants congregate to fill the vacuum created by the lack of pedestrian
activity, traditional businesses suffer, and opportunities for crime and public disorder abound.

a. What do | mean by a “dead zone”? | mean an environment in which few pedestrians,
visitors, or passers-by walk on a street because few businesses are open at that time.

b. When there are too many strip clubs on a block, their closure during the daytime and the
resulting creation of a “dead zone” that deters customers from patronizing establishments
makes it harder for non-adult oriented businesses and neighborhood stores to succeed on
that block.

c.  Once non-adult oriented businesses cannot survive on a block due to the negative effects
of nearby strip clubs, the presence of strip clubs nearby encourages other strip clubs to
cluster near each other and suffocate daytime life on that street.

d. Since strip clubs, bars, nightclubs, or other adult-oriented businesses collocate next to
each other or cluster nearby, they tend to crowd out and eventually displace businesses
that are low-margin, resident-oriented, and/or family-friendly.

In October 2015, agents with the Louisiana State Alcohol and Tobacco Control documented the
following illegal and illicit activities at several Bourbon Street strip clubs: prostitution, drug-
related offenses, lewd & improper acts.

a. By the very nature of their operations and their business model to sell alcohol with nudity
and lap-dances, strip clubs arguably create breeding grounds for risky behavior to take
root and for patrons or employees to slide into illegal activities.

b. When strip clubs are concentrated and located next to one another, the illegal activities
that may occur at one strip club and the profits generated from such activity can create
competitive pressures for neighboring strip clubs to promote prostitution, drug sales, and
lewd conduct or risk losing business.

Since strip clubs displace businesses that derive their income during daytime hours and they
crowd out businesses that offer items/services which are more locally tied to New Orleans itself,
strip clubs could be considered a more intensive land use than an establishment such as a
museum or a barber shop.

Even when strip clubs do not allow criminal activities within their premises, researchers have
found that customers and employees of strip clubs tend to be magnets for crime.

a. Studies have shown that sexually-oriented businesses attract “perfect” victims: cash-
carrying men predisposed to party and to drink. Especially when they have had a few
drinks, they may not be enthusiastic about calling the cops if they can help it.

b. Because customers of strip clubs are sometimes inebriated or focused on sexual activity,
they may attract prostitutes, pimps, drug-dealers, hustlers, or scam artists.

c. Some strip clubs stay open as late as 5AM or just before dawn; coincidentally, loitering
of suspicious people (who may or may not be prostitutes, pimps, drug-dealers, or robbers)
and criminal incidents within the French Quarter tend to skyrocket at these times.
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5) Because strip clubs have a reinforcing, negative effect on the operating business hours of a street
(they are closed in the daytime until 1PM but open until 5AM), their effect on land-usage and
commercial/residential activity is significant and far-reaching.

a. Any resident who happens to live or walk near a strip club could inadvertently become
the victim of criminal predators who are targeting strip club customers and employees.

6) Strip clubs on Bourbon Street and Iberville Street tend to use outdoor solicitation, barkers,
spokespeople, and strippers, clogging a portion of the sidewalk and public right-of-way. The
outdoor solicitation by strip clubs intensify their land usage and negatively affect surrounding
businesses.

a. The sidewalks on Bourbon Street and Iberville Street are very narrow. When space on the
sidewalk is occupied by a Bourbon Street barker or stripper, it disrupts the flow of
pedestrians, delivery workers, residents, tourists, locals conducting business downtown
and sometimes forces people to walk on the street and share the road with cars to pass.

Negative Environmental Effects:

1) The number of strip clubs should be carefully calibrated. When there are too many strip clubs on
a block, the street begins to become imbalanced in terms of its orientation, amenities, and
commercial offerings. Simply put, strip clubs weaken efforts to diversify the retail environment
and options on Bourbon Street.

2) If the city wants to create a family-friendly or at least a family-neutral environment, allowing
strip clubs to open next to each other or near another harms public policy.

a. Quote from City Councilmember Kristin Palmer’s January 18" 2012 Opinion-Editorial
advocating a tighter curfew for minors in the French Quarter: “No other neighborhood in
the city, state or nation sized at .66 square miles, just 12 blocks wide, contains more than
350 alcohol beverage outlets, and includes adult entertainment establishments and
numerous strip clubs.”

3) The excess number of strip clubs on Bourbon Street constitute a visible portion of the 350+
alcohol beverage outlets in the French Quarter and particularly exemplify how the neighborhood
has become so imbalanced that it needs a tighter curfew for minors than other parts of the city.

Negative Visual/Aesthetic Effects:

1) Some of the Bourbon Street strip clubs are very aggressive about peddling their entertainers,
liquor, and sexual themes.

a. According to the French Quarter Management District, visiting families and convention
planners deciding whether to hold a meeting in New Orleans have complained about
scantily clad women and explicit posters visible from the sidewalk and the public right-
of-way.

b. 1'walk on the 200 to 500 blocks of Bourbon Street everyday. | have heard barkers from
Bourbon Street strip clubs loudly yell the following things on the street and sidewalk in
earshot of families, children, and ordinary people:

i. “It’s ti**y time.”

i. “Come inside for cold beer and hot pu**y.”
ii. “Anything goes.”

iv. “We have chicks with big t*ts.”
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2) The lighting, signage, and outdoor advertising for strip clubs in the French Quarter are generally
intrusive, overbearing, and lurid. The exterior pictures of French Quarter strip clubs below speak
for themselves.

DIXIE DIVAS AND CHEZ JOEY (STRIP CLUB AT 608 IBERVILLE STREET)
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LARRY FLYNT’S HUSTLER CLUB (STRIP CLUB AT 225 BOURBON STREET)
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DEJA VU SHOWGIRLS (STRIP CLUB AT 226 BOURBON STREET)
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Conclusion: I have written my assessment on the impact and potential regulation of strip clubs in the
French Quarter trying to use an economics-based and land-use focused perspective. Moreover, as a
resident who loves the French Quarter and wishes to raise a family in the neighborhood, I am obligated
to provide my educated and relevant opinion on this important matter of public policy.

I have no malice toward strip clubs, but it is not an accident that strip clubs in the French Quarter tend to
concentrate and cluster along Bourbon Street and Iberville Street. | experience the negative effects that
flow from strip clubs opening next door to one another or near each other everyday.

As a French Quarter resident and business owner with establishments that happen to neighbor or be
located near strip clubs in the neighborhood, my opinion is that the concentration of strips clubs along
Bourbon Street and Iberville Street tend to exert significant harmful effects (i.e. negative externalities)
on residents, customers, other types of businesses, and the overall neighborhood.

When strip clubs are allowed to cluster, they generate negative operational, environmental, and aesthetic
effects; these effects tend to intensify as new strip clubs emerge. In fact, the negative externalities of
strip clubs tend to encourage other strip clubs to open up nearby, to displace non-adult oriented
businesses, and to promote riskier—perhaps illegal—activity.

For at least three decades (30 years), the city of New Orleans has allowed strip clubs to proliferate on
Bourbon Street and Iberville Street and to open very closely near existing strip clubs. The end results of
the city’s insufficient regulation of strip clubs in the French Quarter include: (1) a concentration and
clustering of strip clubs, (2) an economic/land-use configuration that is tilted toward adult-entertainment
and nighttime establishments, (3) the crowding out and displacement of businesses that are low-margin,
resident-oriented, and/or family-friendly, (4) a tighter curfew for minors in the French Quarter, (5) a less
favorable environment for families and a growing negative perception of the French Quarter, and (6) an
irreversible loss of residents.

An outright ban on new strip clubs in the French Quarter probably would not pass constitutional muster,
but there is a solution. The constitutional and legally permissible way to restrict new strip clubs from
opening in the French Quarter would be through a "spacing™ requirement, which was successfully
employed in New York City. A spacing requirement that limited how close strip clubs could be to one
another and to houses of worship, homes, and day-care centers was effectively used by the New York
City Council in the 1990’s. In 1998, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld zoning regulations that prohibited
sex-oriented theaters, bookstores, massage parlors and dance clubs from operating within 500 feet of
homes, houses of worship, schools or each other.

It’s time for some common-sense and rationally-based limitations on how close new strip clubs can open
near existing ones. The city should prevent strip clubs from opening next to one another or near each
other by enacting a spacing requirement for strip clubs, which could restore some balance to the street,
revive daytime commerce in surrounding areas, and forestall the downward spiral that led to the
moratorium on French Quarter strip clubs in the first place.

William Khan (wkhan@utexas.edu)

Voter, Resident, and Entrepreneur in the French Quarter
JD/MBA Graduate of the University of Texas at Austin
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Dominican
Sisters of Peace

Sisters and Associates
in Mission

April 2, 2016

City of New Orleans

City Planning Commission
1300 Perdido Street, 7 Floor
New Orleans, LA, 70112

Dear Members of the City Planning Commission:

I understand that your Commission plans several meetings in the near future to
investigate the impact of strip clubs on our youth and our visitors.

According to the Loyola study of Covenant House teens, 14 per cent — 87 of them
during the course of one year had been victims of human trafficking. Without a
chance to escape, that equals the equivalent of 87 slaves sold at the block, sold
into long time slavery. That is what trafficking amounts to, and strip clubs are a
starting place for such activity. In our current economy, this use of human beings
-as commerce has burgeoned into the millions. Why is our city contributing to it?

The City Council is to be lauded for any attempt to limit the dancing age at strip
clubs to 21 even when some individuals demand an earlier age crying “financial
need.” If crime is immoral, why can strip club crimes persist? Please use the
power of your office to save teens from themselves and to offer visitors to our
city entertainment of a more wholesome venue than is found at strip clubs.

May God bless you and all of your work for the common good.

Sincerely,
Sr. Rose Bowen, O.P. /@M
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From: William Khan (Resident, VVoter, and Business Owner in the French Quarter with three family-
friendly establishments on Bourbon Street that neighbor or are located near strip clubs)

To: The New Orleans City Council and the City Planning Commission
RE: Regulating Strip Clubs in the French Quarter
January 30, 2016

The operational impact and negative effects of strip clubs in the French Quarter are poorly understood
and rarely examined methodically; why else would city zoning allow strip clubs to open door-to-door,
block-by-block, or facing one another in the French Quarter prior to the recently passed moratorium?

Let me share my perspective as a full-time French Quarter resident, voter, and business owner with
graduate degrees and coursework in law, business administration, real estate, and economics.

My Academic Qualifications and Perspective as a French Quarter Resident and Neighboring Business:

I hold a Juris Doctorate (Law) degree and a Master of Business Administration (MBA) from the
University of Texas at Austin. | graduated from the University of Pennsylvania with a B.A. in Economic
History and Public Policy. | have completed coursework in urban real estate and land use regulation at
Wharton, Tulane, the University of New Orleans, and the University of Texas at Austin.

My family’s businesses on the 200, 400, and 500 blocks of Bourbon Street are one of the few remaining
family-friendly and family-oriented establishments in the area. We have been in business at those
locations for more than 30 years. Because | live in the French Quarter and | walk along Iberville Street
and Bourbon Street every day to manage my family’s shops, | have a reality-based, relevant, and
ground-level perspective on the impact of strip clubs in the French Quarter. | feel the effects of strip
clubs daily as | walk to work and try to maintain a family-friendly establishment on Bourbon Street.

| want to raise my family here in the French Quarter, but the door-to-door and block-by-block
concentration of strip clubs has significant and neqgative spillover effects throughout the neighborhood.

Executive Summary: Strip clubs in the French Quarter are mostly clustered next to one another or near
each other, and they are concentrated on Bourbon Street and Iberville Street. When strip clubs are
allowed to open within feet of each other or even door-to-door (as current law permitted prior to the one-
year moratorium), this concentration of strip clubs generally creates negative operational,

environmental, and aesthetic effects—harmful externalities—for residents, visitors, pedestrians,
onlookers, locals, other types of businesses, and for their neighbors. Because of these negative effects,
strip clubs and other adult-oriented businesses tend to displace and eventually crowd out less-intensive
and more-benign types of establishments.

One constitutionally legal solution for the New Orleans City Council to combat the negative,
compounding effects of strip clubs in the French Quarter would be to enact a spacing requirement for
any new strip clubs in the Vieux Carre, which would limit how close a new strip club could open near to
existing ones. In the 1990s, New York City enacted a spacing requirement that effectively spread out
sexually-oriented businesses and reduced their concentration in saturated areas. The U.S. Supreme Court
approved the New York City requirement in 1998.
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Negative Operational Effects:

1)

2)

3)

4)

Strip clubs on Bourbon Street and in the French Quarter tend be closed between 7AM to 1PM.
When these businesses are closed during the morning time and just past noon, their closure and
non-activity tend to create a “dead zone” on the street during the daytime in which few
pedestrians walk nearby, vagrants congregate to fill the vacuum created by the lack of pedestrian
activity, traditional businesses suffer, and opportunities for crime and public disorder abound.

a. What do | mean by a “dead zone”? | mean an environment in which few pedestrians,
visitors, or passers-by walk on a street because few businesses are open at that time.

b. When there are too many strip clubs on a block, their closure during the daytime and the
resulting creation of a “dead zone” that deters customers from patronizing establishments
makes it harder for non-adult oriented businesses and neighborhood stores to succeed on
that block.

c.  Once non-adult oriented businesses cannot survive on a block due to the negative effects
of nearby strip clubs, the presence of strip clubs nearby encourages other strip clubs to
cluster near each other and suffocate daytime life on that street.

d. Since strip clubs, bars, nightclubs, or other adult-oriented businesses collocate next to
each other or cluster nearby, they tend to crowd out and eventually displace businesses
that are low-margin, resident-oriented, and/or family-friendly.

In October 2015, agents with the Louisiana State Alcohol and Tobacco Control documented the
following illegal and illicit activities at several Bourbon Street strip clubs: prostitution, drug-
related offenses, lewd & improper acts.

a. By the very nature of their operations and their business model to sell alcohol with nudity
and lap-dances, strip clubs arguably create breeding grounds for risky behavior to take
root and for patrons or employees to slide into illegal activities.

b. When strip clubs are concentrated and located next to one another, the illegal activities
that may occur at one strip club and the profits generated from such activity can create
competitive pressures for neighboring strip clubs to promote prostitution, drug sales, and
lewd conduct or risk losing business.

Since strip clubs displace businesses that derive their income during daytime hours and they
crowd out businesses that offer items/services which are more locally tied to New Orleans itself,
strip clubs could be considered a more intensive land use than an establishment such as a
museum or a barber shop.

Even when strip clubs do not allow criminal activities within their premises, researchers have
found that customers and employees of strip clubs tend to be magnets for crime.

a. Studies have shown that sexually-oriented businesses attract “perfect” victims: cash-
carrying men predisposed to party and to drink. Especially when they have had a few
drinks, they may not be enthusiastic about calling the cops if they can help it.

b. Because customers of strip clubs are sometimes inebriated or focused on sexual activity,
they may attract prostitutes, pimps, drug-dealers, hustlers, or scam artists.

c. Some strip clubs stay open as late as 5AM or just before dawn; coincidentally, loitering
of suspicious people (who may or may not be prostitutes, pimps, drug-dealers, or robbers)
and criminal incidents within the French Quarter tend to skyrocket at these times.
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5) Because strip clubs have a reinforcing, negative effect on the operating business hours of a street
(they are closed in the daytime until 1PM but open until 5AM), their effect on land-usage and
commercial/residential activity is significant and far-reaching.

a. Any resident who happens to live or walk near a strip club could inadvertently become
the victim of criminal predators who are targeting strip club customers and employees.

6) Strip clubs on Bourbon Street and Iberville Street tend to use outdoor solicitation, barkers,
spokespeople, and strippers, clogging a portion of the sidewalk and public right-of-way. The
outdoor solicitation by strip clubs intensify their land usage and negatively affect surrounding
businesses.

a. The sidewalks on Bourbon Street and Iberville Street are very narrow. When space on the
sidewalk is occupied by a Bourbon Street barker or stripper, it disrupts the flow of
pedestrians, delivery workers, residents, tourists, locals conducting business downtown
and sometimes forces people to walk on the street and share the road with cars to pass.

Negative Environmental Effects:

1) The number of strip clubs should be carefully calibrated. When there are too many strip clubs on
a block, the street begins to become imbalanced in terms of its orientation, amenities, and
commercial offerings. Simply put, strip clubs weaken efforts to diversify the retail environment
and options on Bourbon Street.

2) If the city wants to create a family-friendly or at least a family-neutral environment, allowing
strip clubs to open next to each other or near another harms public policy.

a. Quote from City Councilmember Kristin Palmer’s January 18" 2012 Opinion-Editorial
advocating a tighter curfew for minors in the French Quarter: “No other neighborhood in
the city, state or nation sized at .66 square miles, just 12 blocks wide, contains more than
350 alcohol beverage outlets, and includes adult entertainment establishments and
numerous strip clubs.”

3) The excess number of strip clubs on Bourbon Street constitute a visible portion of the 350+
alcohol beverage outlets in the French Quarter and particularly exemplify how the neighborhood
has become so imbalanced that it needs a tighter curfew for minors than other parts of the city.

Negative Visual/Aesthetic Effects:

1) Some of the Bourbon Street strip clubs are very aggressive about peddling their entertainers,
liquor, and sexual themes.

a. According to the French Quarter Management District, visiting families and convention
planners deciding whether to hold a meeting in New Orleans have complained about
scantily clad women and explicit posters visible from the sidewalk and the public right-
of-way.

b. 1'walk on the 200 to 500 blocks of Bourbon Street everyday. | have heard barkers from
Bourbon Street strip clubs loudly yell the following things on the street and sidewalk in
earshot of families, children, and ordinary people:

i. “It’s ti**y time.”

i. “Come inside for cold beer and hot pu**y.”
ii. “Anything goes.”

iv. “We have chicks with big t*ts.”
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2) The lighting, signage, and outdoor advertising for strip clubs in the French Quarter are generally
intrusive, overbearing, and lurid. The exterior pictures of French Quarter strip clubs below speak
for themselves.

DIXIE DIVAS AND CHEZ JOEY (STRIP CLUB AT 608 IBERVILLE STREET)
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LARRY FLYNT’S HUSTLER CLUB (STRIP CLUB AT 225 BOURBON STREET)
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DEJA VU SHOWGIRLS (STRIP CLUB AT 226 BOURBON STREET)

Page 7 of 8



Conclusion: I have written my assessment on the impact and potential regulation of strip clubs in the
French Quarter trying to use an economics-based and land-use focused perspective. Moreover, as a
resident who loves the French Quarter and wishes to raise a family in the neighborhood, I am obligated
to provide my educated and relevant opinion on this important matter of public policy.

I have no malice toward strip clubs, but it is not an accident that strip clubs in the French Quarter tend to
concentrate and cluster along Bourbon Street and Iberville Street. | experience the negative effects that
flow from strip clubs opening next door to one another or near each other everyday.

As a French Quarter resident and business owner with establishments that happen to neighbor or be
located near strip clubs in the neighborhood, my opinion is that the concentration of strips clubs along
Bourbon Street and Iberville Street tend to exert significant harmful effects (i.e. negative externalities)
on residents, customers, other types of businesses, and the overall neighborhood.

When strip clubs are allowed to cluster, they generate negative operational, environmental, and aesthetic
effects; these effects tend to intensify as new strip clubs emerge. In fact, the negative externalities of
strip clubs tend to encourage other strip clubs to open up nearby, to displace non-adult oriented
businesses, and to promote riskier—perhaps illegal—activity.

For at least three decades (30 years), the city of New Orleans has allowed strip clubs to proliferate on
Bourbon Street and Iberville Street and to open very closely near existing strip clubs. The end results of
the city’s insufficient regulation of strip clubs in the French Quarter include: (1) a concentration and
clustering of strip clubs, (2) an economic/land-use configuration that is tilted toward adult-entertainment
and nighttime establishments, (3) the crowding out and displacement of businesses that are low-margin,
resident-oriented, and/or family-friendly, (4) a tighter curfew for minors in the French Quarter, (5) a less
favorable environment for families and a growing negative perception of the French Quarter, and (6) an
irreversible loss of residents.

An outright ban on new strip clubs in the French Quarter probably would not pass constitutional muster,
but there is a solution. The constitutional and legally permissible way to restrict new strip clubs from
opening in the French Quarter would be through a "spacing™ requirement, which was successfully
employed in New York City. A spacing requirement that limited how close strip clubs could be to one
another and to houses of worship, homes, and day-care centers was effectively used by the New York
City Council in the 1990’s. In 1998, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld zoning regulations that prohibited
sex-oriented theaters, bookstores, massage parlors and dance clubs from operating within 500 feet of
homes, houses of worship, schools or each other.

It’s time for some common-sense and rationally-based limitations on how close new strip clubs can open
near existing ones. The city should prevent strip clubs from opening next to one another or near each
other by enacting a spacing requirement for strip clubs, which could restore some balance to the street,
revive daytime commerce in surrounding areas, and forestall the downward spiral that led to the
moratorium on French Quarter strip clubs in the first place.

William Khan (wkhan@utexas.edu)

Voter, Resident, and Entrepreneur in the French Quarter
JD/MBA Graduate of the University of Texas at Austin
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Sabine E. Lebailleux

From: Robert D. Rivers

Sent: Friday, February 12, 2016 10:47 AM

To: Cameron D. Bonnett; Sabine E. Lebailleux

Subject: FW: Analysis of Strip Club Effects on French Quarter for City Planning Commission
Attachments: Regulating Strip Clubs in the French Quarter.pdf

From: William Khan [mailto:wkhan@utexas.edu]

Sent: Monday, February 01, 2016 11:51 AM

To: Leslie T. Alley; Dubravka Gilic; Paul Cramer; CPCinfo; Robert D. Rivers; nkindel@nola.gov; Kenneth Butler;
bdesrocher@nola.gov; Imassey@nola.gov

Cc: James A. Gray; Stacy S. Head; Susan G. Guidry; nramsey@nola.gov; LaToya Cantrell; Jared C. Brossett; Jason R.
Williams; Jason R. Williams; Jonathan T. Harris; Barbara L. Keller; Catrina M. Simmons; Lauren R. Hotard; Carla D.
Gendusa; Aaron A. Clark-Rizzio; Katie D. Hunter-Lowrey; Connolly A. Reed; Clarence J. Williams III; Vanessa A.
Spinazola; Tyler L. Gibson; Mary B. Cunningham; Leatrice Dupre; T. Gordon McLeod; Marilyn B. Wood; Julius Feltus;
Bryon Cornelison; John D. Pourciau; Anna N. Nguyen; Kara Y. Johnson; Lena Stewart; Aylin A. Maklansky; Freddie King;
Sandra G. Thomas; Miles L. Granderson; CouncilDistrictD; Tanya D. Nettles-Evans; Domonique C. Dickerson; Peter C.
Waggonner; Erin C. Spears; Mary N. Fontenot-Smith; Maurice C. Baird; Maria M. Tio; bmoliver@nola.gob

Subject: Analysis of Strip Club Effects on French Quarter for City Planning Commission

Dear City Planning Commission:

On January 7th, the New Orleans City Council passed a motion directing the City Planning Commission to hold
a public hearing on strip clubs in the French Quarter within 60 days. The City Council motion to the City
Planning Commission to study this issue and establish regulations for strip clubs has granted broad authority to
the CPC in proposing regulations for such venues.

Language from New Orleans City Council Motion M-16-21 (directing the CPC to analyze strip clubs in the
French Quarter and propose regulations):

"That in the process of studying and reviewing the Adult Live Performance Venue Interim Zoning District, the
City Planning Commission staff is directed and granted the flexibility to make all appropriate changes to the
proposed regulations and any existing corresponding regulations in the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance..."
http://cityofno.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=3&clip_id=2251&meta_1d=314277

To the City Planning Commission, I would like to propose a "spacing" requirement which would limit how
close future strip clubs in the French Quarter could be next to each other. A "spacing" requirement (like 500 ft),
which would grandfather in existing strip clubs but not allow new ones within 500 ft of existing ones, is likely
to pass constitutional muster, while I am not sure an outright ban (permanent or temporary) would be legal.

I have written a report and analysis of strip club effects on the French Quarter. It is attached in PDF format. My
analysis is grounded in economics, real estate, and public policy, and it buttresses the argument for further
regulating strip clubs in the French Quarter. I will be supplying a hard-copy version of my report to each City
Councilmember and the City Planning Commission.

The operational impact and negative effects of strip clubs in the French Quarter are poorly understood and
rarely examined methodically; why else would city zoning allow strip clubs to open door-to-door, block-by-
block, or facing one another in the French Quarter prior to the recently passed moratorium?



Let me share my perspective as a full-time French Quarter resident, voter, and business owner with graduate
degrees and coursework in law, business administration, real estate, and economics.

Respectfully,

William Khan
French Quarter business owner, resident, and voter



Sabine E. Lebailleux

From: Robert D. Rivers

Sent: Friday, February 12, 2016 10:47 AM

To: Cameron D. Bonnett; Sabine E. Lebailleux

Subject: FW: Statistics and Research for Adult Live Performance Venue Study

From: William Khan [mailto:wkhan@utexas.edu]

Sent: Friday, February 12, 2016 9:33 AM

To: Cameron D. Bonnett

Cc: CPCinfo; Robert D. Rivers; Leslie T. Alley; James A. Gray; Stacy S. Head; Susan G. Guidry; nramsey@nola.gov;
LaToya Cantrell; Jared C. Brossett; Jason R. Williams; Jason R. Williams; Vanessa A. Spinazola; DistrictC; Andrew D.
Kopplin; rberni@nola.gov; Mitchell J. Landrieu; Mayor Mitchell J. Landrieu

Subject: Statistics and Research for Adult Live Performance Venue Study

Dear Cameron:

As a full-time French Quarter resident, voter, and family-friendly business owner on Bourbon Street, I stopped
by City Hall yesterday, and I gave the City Planner on Duty seven (7) documents, research reports, and news
articles about strip clubs (adult live performance venues) in the French Quarter.

The City Planner on Duty told me that you are tasked with the City Planning Commission's Adult Live
Performance Venue study.

As one of the few young professionals in the French Quarter, I am passionate about this matter because I want
to continue raising my family here.

In my research report (titled "Statistical Facts and History of Strip Clubs in the French Quarter"), I included
several statistics, including a comparison of how the concentration of strip clubs in the French Quarter is far
greater than the entire city of Portland (the city with the greatest number of strip clubs on a per capita basis).

I am glad that regulating strip clubs in the French Quarter is finally a priority of city hall. Frankly, strip clubs in
our city's most historic neighborhood and tourism center should have been regulated and limited at least a
decade ago. When the city bans new hotels, new t-shirt shops, and new food carts (other than Lucky Dog) but
allows new strip clubs to open, you can see that the city has shown misplaced priorities in protecting the French
Quarter.

Statement 1: According to an urban research study, Portland, OR has the highest number of strip clubs per
capita in the country with nearly 9 strip clubs per 100,000 people.

Source: "Why Does Portland Have so Many Strip Clubs?"
http://priceonomics.com/why-does-portland-have-so-many-strip-clubs/

Statement 2: The cleanup of Boston's Clean Zone (one of the cities used by the 1977 Bourbon Street Task Force
in creating the Vieux Carre Entertainment District--Bourbon Street):
http://www.bizjournals.com/boston/print-edition/2013/03/08/new-projects-wipe-away-more-vestiges.html

Statement 3: City Councilmember Kristin Palmer NOLA.com Op-Ed which referred to the number of strip
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clubs in the neighborhood as a justification for a harsher curfew for minors:
http://www.nola.com/opinions/index.ssf/2012/01/modified new orleans curfew ne.html

Statement 4: Strip clubs repelled at least one convention from selecting NOLA
http://www.nola.com/politics/index.sst/2014/09/bourbon_street_strip_clubs_cou.html

Statement 5: Mayor Mitch Landrieu's goal of 13 million visitors by 2018
http://www.nola.com/business/index.ssf/2012/05/mayor mitch landrieu calls on.html

Statement 6: Prostitution, drug crimes, and lewd/improper conduct at strip clubs
http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2015/11/4_more_bourbon_street_clubs_bu.html

Statement 7: History of violations at Bourbon Street strip clubs
http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2015/11/in bourbon street strip clubs.html

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Respectfully,
William Khan

French Quarter resident and business owner



Sabine E. Lebailleux

From: Robert D. Rivers

Sent: Friday, February 12, 2016 10:46 AM

To: Cameron D. Bonnett; Sabine E. Lebailleux

Subject: FW: Study on Reforming French Quarter Strip Clubs

From: William Khan [mailto:wkhan@utexas.edu]

Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:05 PM

To: Robert D. Rivers; CPCinfo

Subject: Study on Reforming French Quarter Strip Clubs

"The strip-club moratorium is just a first step; much more needs to be done"

http://thelensnola.org/2016/01/14/the-strip-club-moratorium-is-just-a-first-step-much-more-needs-to-be-done/

While I applaud the City Council’s decision to pass a one-year moratorium on strip clubs in the French Quarter
and to commission a study by the City Planning Commission, City Hall should consider long-lasting and more
robust reforms.

Keep in mind that state authorities previously documented illegal drug sales, prostitution, and lewd conduct at
several strip clubs. Why are new strip clubs or adult entertainment venues still allowed to proliferate in the
Vieux Carre after the moratorium expires? In contrast, new hotels, food trucks, and T-shirt shops are prohibited
from ever opening in the French Quarter.

I want to continue raising my family here in the Quarter, but the door-to-door and block-by-block concentration
of strip clubs has significant and negative spillover effects throughout the neighborhood.

Strip clubs in the French Quarter are mostly clustered next to or near one another on Bourbon and Iberville
streets. On the 300 and 400 blocks of Bourbon Street alone, there are no fewer than seven strip clubs facing or
near the Royal Sonesta Hotel. When strip clubs are allowed to open within feet of each other or even door-to-
door (as current law permitted prior to the moratorium), the concentration has a blighting impact on residents,
visitors, businesses and the general environment.

As just one example of this negative impact, French Quarter strip clubs are usually closed between 7 a.m.and 1
p.m., creating a daytime “dead zone” in which pedestrians sidestep the area, businesses suffer and vagrants
congregate to fill the vacuum. Opportunities for crime and public disorder abound. The effect is metastatic; new
strip clubs and unsavory adult-oriented businesses spring up to fill the vacuum, displacing businesses that were
low-margin, resident-oriented, and/or family-friendly.

And of course what goes on inside clubs under pressure to offer greater thrills than neighboring strip clubs is as
deleterious as their impact on nearby non-adult businesses. A business model centered on competitive one-
upmanship and the use of nudity and lap dances to boost alcohol sales (or vice versa) creates a breeding ground
for risky personal behavior and outright criminality. In October 2015, agents with the state Office of Alcohol
and Tobacco Control documented the following illegal and illicit activities at several Bourbon Street strip clubs:
prostitution and drug-related offenses as well as lewd and improper acts.

When strip clubs are concentrated as they are on Bourbon Street, competitive pressure spreads and can intensify
1



the promotion of prostitution, drug sales, and lewd conduct from one to the next.

And even when strip clubs do not allow criminal activities on the premises, customers and employees tend to be
magnets for crime. Studies have shown that sex-oriented businesses attract “perfect” victims: cash-carrying men
predisposed to party and drink heavily. They attract prostitutes, pimps, drug-dealers, hustlers, and scam artists
— and because the victims are drunk, they may be incapable of summoning or cooperating with police. With
some strip clubs open as late as 5 a.m., it’s no mere coincidence that French Quarter crime tends to skyrocket
shortly before dawn.

Nor is the negative impact of strip clubs limited to their patrons. Any resident who happens to live or walk near
a strip club becomes more susceptible to criminals preying on customers or haunting the daytime dead zone the
clubs create.

In a January 2012 editorial, City Councilmember Kristin Palmer, advocating a tighter curfew for minors in the
French Quarter,wrote: “No other neighborhood in the city, state or nation sized at .66 square miles, just 12
blocks wide, contains more than 350 alcohol beverage outlets, and includes adult entertainment establishments
and numerous strip clubs.”

That a neighborhood needs a special curfew for minors is, in and of itself, symptomatic of a grave imbalance in
that neighborhood’s business climate.

I have no malice toward strip clubs in their proper place. But as a French Quarter resident with businesses
nearby, every day I experience the negative effects that flow from allowing strip clubs to cluster and open side
by side, as they have.

What to do? Obviously the strip club industry is not about to disappear. Strip clubs are part of the French
Quarter’s colorful fabric. But is it prudent public policy for the city to use blunt instruments like a harsher
curfew for minors in the French Quarter and stopgap measures such as a one-year moratorium without
addressing the underlying disease, the saturation of strip clubs?

The number of clubs and their conduct should be carefully calibrated. When there are too many strip clubs on a
block, the street begins to become imbalanced in terms of its orientation, amenities, and commercial offerings.
Simply put, strip clubs weaken efforts to diversify the options for retail and general tourism on Bourbon Street
and surrounding areas. If the city wants to create a family-friendly or at least a family-neutral environment,
allowing strip clubs to open next to or near each other subverts that goal.

An outright ban on new strip clubs in the French Quarter probably would not pass constitutional muster, but
there is a solution. The legally permissible alternative would be a “spacing” requirement — a strategy already
implemented successfully in New York City and upheld by the 1998 U.S. Supreme Court decision to reject a
challenge to zoning regulations that prohibit sex-oriented businesses from operating within 500 feet of homes,
houses of worship, schools — or each other.

It’s time for some common-sense and rationally-based limits on how close new strip clubs can open near
existing ones. A spacing requirement could restore some balance to the street, revive daytime commerce in
surrounding areas, and forestall the downward spiral that led to the moratorium on French Quarter strip clubs in
the first place.



Sabine E. Lebailleux

From: William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu>

Sent: Friday, February 12, 2016 9:33 AM

To: Cameron D. Bonnett

Cc: CPCinfo; Robert D. Rivers; Leslie T. Alley; James A. Gray; Stacy S. Head; Susan G. Guidry;

nramsey@nola.gov; LaToya Cantrell; Jared C. Brossett; Jason R. Williams; Jason R.
Williams; Vanessa A. Spinazola; DistrictC; Andrew D. Kopplin; rberni@nola.gov; Mitchell
J. Landrieu; Mayor Mitchell J. Landrieu

Subject: Statistics and Research for Adult Live Performance Venue Study

Dear Cameron:

As a full-time French Quarter resident, voter, and family-friendly business owner on Bourbon Street, I stopped
by City Hall yesterday, and I gave the City Planner on Duty seven (7) documents, research reports, and news
articles about strip clubs (adult live performance venues) in the French Quarter.

The City Planner on Duty told me that you are tasked with the City Planning Commission's Adult Live
Performance Venue study.

As one of the few young professionals in the French Quarter, I am passionate about this matter because I want
to continue raising my family here.

In my research report (titled "Statistical Facts and History of Strip Clubs in the French Quarter"), I included
several statistics, including a comparison of how the concentration of strip clubs in the French Quarter is far
greater than the entire city of Portland (the city with the greatest number of strip clubs on a per capita basis).

I am glad that regulating strip clubs in the French Quarter is finally a priority of city hall. Frankly, strip clubs in
our city's most historic neighborhood and tourism center should have been regulated and limited at least a
decade ago. When the city bans new hotels, new t-shirt shops, and new food carts (other than Lucky Dog) but
allows new strip clubs to open, you can see that the city has shown misplaced priorities in protecting the French
Quarter.

Statement 1: According to an urban research study, Portland, OR has the highest number of strip clubs per
capita in the country with nearly 9 strip clubs per 100,000 people.

Source: "Why Does Portland Have so Many Strip Clubs?"
http://priceonomics.com/why-does-portland-have-so-many-strip-clubs/

Statement 2: The cleanup of Boston's Clean Zone (one of the cities used by the 1977 Bourbon Street Task Force
in creating the Vieux Carre Entertainment District--Bourbon Street):
http://www.bizjournals.com/boston/print-edition/2013/03/08/new-projects-wipe-away-more-vestiges.html

Statement 3: City Councilmember Kristin Palmer NOLA.com Op-Ed which referred to the number of strip
clubs in the neighborhood as a justification for a harsher curfew for minors:
http://www.nola.com/opinions/index.ssf/2012/01/modified_new_orleans curfew_ne.html

Statement 4: Strip clubs repelled at least one convention from selecting NOLA
http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2014/09/bourbon_street_strip_clubs_cou.html
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Statement 5: Mayor Mitch Landrieu's goal of 13 million visitors by 2018
http://www.nola.com/business/index.ssf/2012/05/mayor_mitch landrieu_calls_on.html

Statement 6: Prostitution, drug crimes, and lewd/improper conduct at strip clubs
http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2015/11/4 more bourbon street clubs bu.html

Statement 7: History of violations at Bourbon Street strip clubs
http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2015/11/in_bourbon_street strip_clubs.html

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Respectfully,
William Khan

French Quarter resident and business owner



CPCinfo

From: William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu>

Sent: Monday, February 01, 2016 11:51 AM

To: Leslie T. Alley; Dubravka Gilic; Paul Cramer; CPCinfo; Robert D. Rivers; nkindel@nola.gov;
Kenneth Butler; bdesrocher@nola.gov; Imassey@nola.gov

Cc: James A. Gray; Stacy S. Head; Susan G. Guidry; nramsey@nola.gov; LaToya Cantrell;

Jared C. Brossett; Jason R. Williams; Jason R. Williams; Jonathan T. Harris; Barbara L.
Keller; Catrina M. Simmons; Lauren R. Hotard; Carla D. Gendusa; Aaron A. Clark-Rizzio;
Katie D. Hunter-Lowrey; Connolly A. Reed; Clarence J. Williams III; Vanessa A. Spinazola;
Tyler L. Gibson; Mary B. Cunningham; Leatrice Dupre; T. Gordon McLeod; Marilyn B.
Wood; Julius Feltus; Bryon Cornelison; John D. Pourciau; Anna N. Nguyen; Kara Y.
Johnson; Lena Stewart; Aylin A. Maklansky; Freddie King; Sandra G. Thomas; Miles L.
Granderson; CouncilDistrictD; Tanya D. Nettles-Evans; Domonique C. Dickerson; Peter C.
Waggonner; Erin C. Spears; Mary N. Fontenot-Smith; Maurice C. Baird; Maria M. Tio;
bmoliver@nola.gob

Subject: Analysis of Strip Club Effects on French Quarter for City Planning Commission

Attachments: Regulating Strip Clubs in the French Quarter.pdf

Dear City Planning Commission:

On January 7th, the New Orleans City Council passed a motion directing the City Planning Commission to hold
a public hearing on strip clubs in the French Quarter within 60 days. The City Council motion to the City
Planning Commission to study this issue and establish regulations for strip clubs has granted broad authority to
the CPC in proposing regulations for such venues.

Language from New Orleans City Council Motion M-16-21 (directing the CPC to analyze strip clubs in the
French Quarter and propose regulations):

"That in the process of studying and reviewing the Adult Live Performance Venue Interim Zoning District, the
City Planning Commission staff is directed and granted the flexibility to make all appropriate changes to the
proposed regulations and any existing corresponding regulations in the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance..."
http://cityofno.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=3&clip_id=2251&meta_1d=314277

To the City Planning Commission, I would like to propose a "spacing" requirement which would limit how
close future strip clubs in the French Quarter could be next to each other. A "spacing" requirement (like 500 ft),
which would grandfather in existing strip clubs but not allow new ones within 500 ft of existing ones, is likely
to pass constitutional muster, while I am not sure an outright ban (permanent or temporary) would be legal.

I have written a report and analysis of strip club effects on the French Quarter. It is attached in PDF format. My
analysis is grounded in economics, real estate, and public policy, and it buttresses the argument for further
regulating strip clubs in the French Quarter. I will be supplying a hard-copy version of my report to each City
Councilmember and the City Planning Commission.

The operational impact and negative effects of strip clubs in the French Quarter are poorly understood and
rarely examined methodically; why else would city zoning allow strip clubs to open door-to-door, block-by-
block, or facing one another in the French Quarter prior to the recently passed moratorium?

Let me share my perspective as a full-time French Quarter resident, voter, and business owner with graduate
degrees and coursework in law, business administration, real estate, and economics.



Respectfully,

William Khan
French Quarter business owner, resident, and voter



CPCinfo

From: William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu>
Sent: Thursday, February 18, 2016 2:20 PM
To: CPCinfo; Cameron D. Bonnett; Robert D. Rivers; Leslie T. Alley; Andrew D. Kopplin;

rberni@nola.gov; Mitchell J. Landrieu; Mayor Mitchell J. Landrieu; Dubravka Gilic; Paul
Cramer; nkindel@nola.gov; Kenneth Butler; bdesrocher@nola.gov; Imassey@nola.gov
Subject: Attracting More Families for New Orleans Tourism and Reforming Bourbon Street

Dear New Orleans City Government Leadership:

One year ago, our city was blessed to hold the 2015 Grand Nationals event of the Worldwide Spirit Association,
a youth oriented organization that brings together cheerleaders and gymnasts from high schools, middle schools,
and recreational programs across the U.S.

The participants in the Worldwide Spirit Association were teenagers and children. The youths were
accompanied by their parents, respectable citizens, and responsible adults.

Some of the visitors from the Worldwide Spirit Association patronized my family-friendly businesses on
Bourbon Street. Our city wants to be a world-class city, but a world-class city should not have 56 more strip
clubs per capita in its historic district and main tourism asset than Portland, OR (the city with the nation's
largest number of strip clubs on a per capita basis).

I sometimes feel sorry for the disgraceful impression and image that the French Quarter, Bourbon Street, and
New Orleans presents to visiting families, children, and ordinary citizens.

Are you not concerned that the first and most prominent billboards which greet visitors to New Orleans on their
way downtown from the airport advertise Rick's Cabaret, Larry Flynt's Barely Legal club, and other Bourbon
Street strip clubs?

The door-to-door and block-by-block concentration of strip clubs in the French Quarter has significant and
negative spillover effects. It’s time for some common-sense restrictions on how close new strip clubs could
open near existing ones in the Vieux Carre.

I am a voter, resident, and business owner in the French Quarter. I was born and raised here, and I want my city
as well as the Vieux Carre to thrive. I hope to raise a young family in the French Quarter, but we can all agree
that parts of the French Quarter (especially the upper quarter and the 200-500 blocks of Bourbon Street) would
not be an appropriate place for children.

I have lived in cities such as Austin, Atlanta, Houston, and Dallas. I most recently visited San Antonio. These
are all "New South" cities that New Orleans aspires to be associated with and favorably compared to; none of
these cities have strip clubs (also known as adult cabarets and/or adult live performance venues) in their historic
districts and most well-known neighborhoods.

It's time for some limitations and restrictions on the strip clubs along Bourbon Street, which is the heart of our
city and fundamentally shapes New Orleans' reputation and image in the region, nation, and world.

A spacing requirement that limited how close strip clubs could be to one another and to houses of worship,

homes, and day-care centers was successfully employed by Mayor Rudy Giuliani in New York City. In 1998,

the U.S. Supreme Court upheld zoning regulations that prohibited sex-oriented theaters, bookstores, massage
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parlors and dance clubs from operating within 500 feet of homes, houses of worship, schools or each other.

New York City's crackdown on sexually-oriented businesses has been praised as "one of the prime reasons for
the revival of the city in the sense that the city is a more decent place and a nicer place for people to visit."

We all know that New Orleans is the cultural capital of the U.S. and the world.

Let's clean up the French Quarter and New Orleans by adding some reasonable and long-overdue restrictions on
"adult use" and "adult live performance venue" establishments in the VCE (which is governed by Article 10 of
the CZO and Section 20.3.B Use Standards).

Respectfully submitted,

William Khan

Voter, Resident, and Entrepreneur in the French Quarter
JD/MBA Graduate of the University of Texas at Austin



Sabine E. Lebailleux

From: William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu>
Sent: Monday, March 07, 2016 1:54 PM
To: Leslie T. Alley; Cameron D. Bonnett; Sabine E. Lebailleux; Brooke Perry; Danica C. Adams;

CPCinfo; Robert D. Rivers; Nicholas J. Kindel; Kelly G. Butler; Nicolette P. Jones; Brittany
B. DesRocher; Stosh A. Kozlowski; Larry W. Massey Jr.; Valerie A. McMillan

Cc: James Kelly; James A. Gray; Stacy S. Head; Susan G. Guidry; nramsey@nola.gov; LaToya
Cantrell; Jared C. Brossett; Jason R. Williams; Jason R. Williams; Vanessa A. Spinazola;
DistrictC; Andrew D. Kopplin; rberni@nola.gov; Mitchell J. Landrieu; Mayor Mitchell J.
Landrieu; Farris, Meg; Dominic Massa; jfrisard@wwltv.com; kmoore@wwltv.com; Monica
Hernandez; pressrelease@wwltv.com; newsdesk@wdsu.com; kdavis@hearst.com;
nparker@fox8live.com; swilson@fox8tv.net; swilson@fox8live.com;
publicfile@fox8live.com; fox8news@fox8live.com; hhoffmeister@fox8live.com;
mgatto@fox8live.com; Lee Zurik; Sprang, Curtis; Vanessa; news@wgno.com; Jeff
Crouere; eric@wgso.com; john@wgso.com; james@wgso.com; Helen Centanni;
tommy@wwl.com; scoot@wwl.com; garland@wwl|.com; todd@wwl.com; leehardy10
@yahoo.com; dmmackl@uno.edu; evetroeh@wwno.org; comments@wwno.org;
underwriting@wwno.org; hsheck@wwno.org; gerryv@iheartmedia.com;
jamesparker@iheartmedia.com; Clark, Harold; rmcclendon@nola.com;
rwebster@nola.com; rrainey@nola.com; Kevin Allman; owen@courregeslaw.com; Robert

Hjortsberg
Subject: Best option for regulating strip clubs in the French Quarter
Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear City Planning Commission:
Unfortunately, I will not be able to make tomorrow's CPC hearing on regulating strip clubs.

Restrictions and regulations that limit the spread of strip clubs on Bourbon Street and in the French Quarter are
nearly 40 years overdue since the Vieux Carre Entertainment District was established in 1977. The permissive
rules for the VCE, intended to support Bourbon Street's creativity and individuality, have been abused, leading
to nine strip clubs becoming dens of prostitution, drug sales, and lewd & improper conduct in the present day.

New Orleans will not realize its utmost potential (or its goal of 13 million visitors annually for its 300th
anniversary) by promoting debauchery, racing to the bottom, and sullying its image with a concentration of strip
clubs in its most historic and iconic neighborhood.

If most of us can agree that the French Quarter does not need any more strip clubs, the challenge for the City
Planning Commission is to select the best option for regulating strip clubs in the French Quarter.

The best option is a spacing requirement (such as a minimum of 500 feet).

Before I explain why a spacing requirement is best, let me briefly elucidate how both a conditional use process
and a moratorium would be flawed.

Conditional use rules are ripe for lawsuits; any strip club operator who is denied can always argue that the
decision was arbitrary and capricious. Clear-cut rules, like a spacing requirement, are less vulnerable to
lawsuits.



While I would prefer a permanent moratorium on new strip clubs, a moratorium could expose our city to
tremendous legal fees and damage awards. In 2014, the City of Destin, Florida paid $2.1 million to settle a First
Amendment lawsuit brought by a prospective strip club owner. The lawsuit in Destin, Florida involved a
blanket ban on new strip clubs, and a permanent moratorium on strip clubs is substantially similar to a “blanket
ban."

One of the main goals of the Master Plan and the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance is to eliminate
unpredictability, backroom deals, and “kiss the ring” processes in development decisions and zoning approvals.
Because of its unsavory nature and massive profits involved in the strip club business, a conditional use process
or a moratorium (whether temporary or permanent) is likely to invite bias, favoritism, or worse--perhaps
corruption.

For the aforementioned reasons, a spacing requirement is the best option.

1) A spacing requirement is constitutional and legally ironclad. The U.S. Supreme Court approved New York
City’s spacing requirement for sex-oriented businesses and rejected a challenge to zoning regulations that
prohibited sex-oriented businesses from opening within 500 feet of each other in 1998. A spacing requirement
would not raise the legal risks posed by a permanent moratorium or the corruption/unfairness risks posed by a
conditional use process for new strip clubs.

2) A spacing requirement is objective, impartial, well-defined, and transparent.
3) A spacing requirement poses zero risk of bribery, corruption, unfairness, and bias.

As one of the few young professionals in the French Quarter, I am passionate about this matter because I want
to continue raising my family here.

In an effort to clean up the image of the French Quarter and put some reasonable limitations on strip clubs
(which urban planning studies and the Louisiana Office of Alcohol and Tobacco have shown are magnets for
disorder and crime) in our neighborhood, I urge the City Planning Commission to establish a spacing
requirement of 500 feet or more to limit how close new strip clubs could open near existing ones.

These articles might provide some helpful statistical, factual, and historical context.

"The strip-club moratorium is just a first step; much more needs to be done"
http://thelensnola.org/2016/01/14/the-strip-club-moratorium-is-just-a-first-step-much-more-needs-to-be-done/

"Letters: Strip clubs endanger New Orleans"
http://www.theneworleansadvocate.com/opinion/14847854-123/letters-strip-clubs-endanger-new-orleans

"Club moratorium offers protection for sex workers"
http://www.tulanehullabaloo.com/views/article 1b02b600-c552-11e5-803f-13467d39538e.html

"Mailbag: No More Strip Clubs on Bourbon"
http://www.noladefender.com/content/mailbag-no-more-strip-clubs-bourbon

"Guest columnist calls for moratorium on new strip clubs in New Orleans French Quarter following Louisiana
Voice story"
http://louisianavoice.com/2016/02/13/guest-columnist-calls-for-moratorium-on-new-strip-clubs-in-new-orleans-
french-quarter-following-louisiana-voice-story/




How Other Cities Regulate Strip Clubs and Nude Bars
http://nine.pairlist.net/pipermail/kreweoftruth/2016-February/003266.html

Public Comments for CPC February 23rd Hearing on Strip Clubs
http://nine.pairlist.net/pipermail/kreweoftruth/2016-February/003275.html

Prostitution, drug crimes, and lewd/improper conduct at strip clubs
http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2015/11/4_more_bourbon_street_clubs_bu.html

History of violations at Bourbon Street strip clubs

http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2015/11/in bourbon street strip clubs.html

Thank you,

William Khan

French Quarter resident, entrepreneur, and homeowner



Sabine E. Lebailleux

From: William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu>
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2016 10:48 AM
To: CPCinfo; rmcclendon@nola.com; Leslie T. Alley; Cameron D. Bonnett; Sabine E.

Lebailleux; Brooke Perry; Danica C. Adams; Robert D. Rivers; Nicholas J. Kindel; Kelly G.
Butler; Nicolette P. Jones; Brittany B. DesRocher; Stosh A. Kozlowski; Larry W. Massey Jr.;
Valerie A. McMillan
Subject: Bourbon Street merchant offers his perspective for strip club study and restrictions
Attachments: Regulating Strip Clubs in the French Quarter.pdf

Dear City Planning Commission:

At the recent city planning hearing on limiting strip clubs in the French Quarter, I saw many organizations and
individuals offer to share their research, statistical, and anecdotal findings with the City Planning Commission
and staff.

The operational impact and negative effects of strip clubs in the French Quarter are poorly understood and
rarely examined methodically; why else would city zoning allow strip clubs to open door-to-door, block-by-
block, or facing one another in the French Quarter prior to the recently passed moratorium?

I would like to offer my perspective and opinion regarding the effects of Bourbon Street's strip clubs on the
residential, business, and tourism climate of the French Quarter. Two of my businesses are next to strip clubs on
Bourbon Street, and one of them is across the street from another strip club. With where I live and I work in the
French Quarter, I have to walk by strip clubs everyday, witness their obscene solicitations, and pass through the
gauntlet created by their very aggressive barkers.

My Academic Qualifications and Perspective as a French Quarter Resident and Neighboring Business: I hold a
Juris Doctorate (Law) degree and a Master of Business Administration (MBA) from the University of Texas at
Austin. I graduated from the University of Pennsylvania with a B.A. in Economic History and Public Policy. |
have completed coursework in urban real estate and land use regulation at Wharton, Tulane, the University of
New Orleans, and the University of Texas at Austin.

My family’s businesses on the 200, 400, and 500 blocks of Bourbon Street are one of the few remaining family-
friendly and family-oriented establishments in the area. We have been in business at those locations for more
than 30 years. Because I live in the French Quarter and I walk along Iberville Street and Bourbon Street every
day to manage my family’s shops, I have a reality-based, relevant, and ground-level perspective on the impact
of strip clubs in the French Quarter. I feel the effects of strip clubs daily as I walk to work and try to maintain a
family-friendly establishment on Bourbon Street.

I have written a report and analysis of strip club effects on the French Quarter. It is attached in PDF format. My
analysis is grounded in economics, real estate, and public policy, and it buttresses the argument for further
regulating strip clubs in the French Quarter. I will be supplying a hard-copy version of my report to each City
Councilmember and the City Planning Commission.

If you have any questions, please contact me. I would like to help with understanding the operational impacts
and negative effects (externalities) of strip clubs in the French Quarter.

William Khan
French Quarter business owner, resident, and voter



Sabine E. Lebailleux

From: Robert Simms <robertsimms@cox.net>
Sent: Tuesday, March 29, 2016 9:21 PM

To: Sabine E. Lebailleux; CPCinfo

Subject: Comments on Bourbon Street Strip Clubs
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Dear CPC,

I’'m a French Quarter resident who is very active in the community and especially in helping NOPD keep the French
Quarter safe.

It’s a well known fact that virtually all crime in the Quarter starts on Bourbon Street. The various bars and strip clubs are
a major reason why we have too many “person crimes”. Customers are served with round after round of alcohol then
leave the strip club highly intoxicated. Next thing they are a victim of a crime that usually occurs off Bourbon Street.
Strip clubs whether high end or low end are frequented by prostitutes who often rob their client once out of the club.

In my view we have way too many strip clubs in a very small area and this high concentration is off putting to many
visitors and residents. Many tourists bring young children to Bourbon Street and adults and children are exposed to
offensive images and overly aggressive strippers and barkers on the sidewalks in the afternoon and evening hours.
Convention business has been lost to other cities when we are evaluated against the competition - the strip clubs are a
factor in our lost business. The strip clubs present a very negative image of the French Quarter and I've heard countless
time “well I've seen Bourbon Street and once is enough”. The Tourism folks did a survey that indicated that we have a
very low return visitor ratio.

| strongly believe that the French Quarter and New Orleans in general would prosper more if we had a smaller
concentration of strip clubs. One per block is enough. Limiting the number of strip clubs in a given area would be
beneficial to other businesses and new businesses would take over any space vacated by a strip club that ceased
operating. Bourbon Street would then become more of a multi use street and as such more appealing to a broader
group of tourists and residents.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Simms

615 Dumaine Street
New Orleans
504-220-3704



611 North R Str

: Covenant Kot North Rammpart izt
504) 584-1102

p a H 0 u S e www.covenagthozjseNO.org

April 7, 2016

We would like to thank the City Council and the City Planning Commission for their recent efforts to study “Adult Live
Entertainment Venues in the City of New Orleans.” We are pleased that the study will consider “limitations on the
number of such establishments, best practices of other cities, land use regulatory mechanisms, use standards, and input
from industry representatives and impacted businesses.”

We are concerned:

e In October 2015, law enforcement found drug dealing and prostitution taking place in 9 out of 14 strip clubs in a
month long undercover investigation. Drug dealing and prostitution (male and female) is also known to take place
in other kinds of clubs and venues.

e New Orleans is considered a major hub for human sex trafficking by national law enforcement and human
trafficking experts (including the Polaris Project).

e A Loyola study estimates 87 Covenant House residents per year have been involved in human trafficking,
increasing to 150 residents per year if the sex industry and strip clubs are included.

e According to a lawsuit, reported by the Times Picayune, dancers in strip clubs are often hired as independent
contractors, not as employees with regular benefits. Dancers are constantly sexually harassed, and are forced to
work in an environment that is neither safe, secure nor crime free.

We believe:

e The existing number of strip clubs leads to an increase in overall French Quarter crime including violence,
prostitution, lewd/improper acts, petty crime and drug dealing — and therefore does not promote the public health,
welfare and safety of the City.

e As we approach our 300th anniversary, the strip clubs’ affiliated crimes and negative reputations are completely
out of sync with marketing New Orleans as a world-class destination.

We recommend.:

e The existing laws associated with strip clubs’ liquor licenses/permits should be strictly and regularly enforced in
each establishment including V.I.P. rooms.

e A special tax/fee should be levied on the strip clubs to pay for increased and dedicated law enforcement (NOPD,
ATC and State Police) on Bourbon Street, and weekly inspections of the clubs.

e  Strip clubs as business enterprises should have a particular set of rules, regulations, performance and safety
standards (as adult live entertainment venues) which are regularly reported to the City.

e Dancers should be hired as regular employees with standard benefits, should be provided a safe, secure, crime free
environment, and should not be allowed to be sexually harassed.

¢ Following the implementation of the above recommendations, the number of strip clubs in our City should
consequently be reduced by 65%. Any future clubs should not be allowed outside of the “adult live performance
venue [ZD” or within 1000 feet of residences, schools, or houses of worship.

e (additional recommendations are under consideration)



From: James Kelly <jkelly@covenanthouse.org>

Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2016 4:01 PM
To: Sabine E. Lebailleux; Robert D. Rivers
Cc: Manola Gonzalez; James Kelly
Subject: Dancers paying for college tuition
Sabine and Bob,

We have heard a couple of times the claim that strip clubs "allow" college students the financial
opportunity to pay for tuition, room and board. Thought the commission would want to read a
more realistic account of what actually happens.

Thanks,

Jim

Hi Jim,

I hope this email finds you well. At a recent lunch meeting we discussed some of your efforts to
raise the age for exotic dancers, so I thought I would send along this story in case it is helpful to
support your efforts.

During my freshman year at Tulane, my assigned roommate was an Architecture student from
Florida (I think the first in her family to go to college — but not certain). While we all enjoyed
New Orleans’ nightlife (as college freshman are wont to do), or picked up an occasional service
industry gig, working as a dancer in a strip club was not the same as selling shots on Bourbon St
(which is a whole other story....).

Before she started at the strip club, she was already someone who went out a lot and frequently
came home in the middle of the night (intoxicated). She was already going out more than the rest
of us, and her grades were already slipping when she started at the strip club. Even when she was
put on academic probation, she kept working — the money was too good to give up. Coming
home late at night turned into not coming home at all, stealing, lying, getting in fights with our
friends.



I don’t know what ultimately happened to her, but I know she didn’t come back sophomore year.
She was a really naturally talented architect student, and no matter how good the money was — it
wasn’t worth it. She partied away her opportunity to get a college education — and while she
certainly wasn’t the only one going out all the time — the decision to work at a strip club was a
terrible one. She may have made that decision anyways later in life, but at that moment in her life
it completely derailed her.

Let me know if you need anything else (details, info, etc) — I hope this helps!

Best,

Anonymous

James R. Kelly

Executive Director

Covenant House

611 N. Rampart Street

Office: (504) 584 1102 Cell: (504) 975 0650

E"4 Covenant

b4 House

Opening Doors for Homeless Youth

Do something to help. Raise awareness.
Share our website with your friends: www.CovenantHouseNO.orqg

Confidentiality Notice: This electronic mail transmission (and any attachments there to) is intended only for the use of the individual or
entity to which it is addressed and may contain privileged and/OR confidential information belonging to the sender that is protected. If you are
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance on the
contents of this information is strictly prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, please notify the sender immediately by e-
mail and delete the original message.




Sabine E. Lebailleux

From: Tom Bilderback <tombilderback@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2016 10:21 AM

To: Sabine E. Lebailleux

Subject: French Quarter Strip clubs

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

To whom it may concern,

I find it offensive that alongside our airport we are advertising that people with pornography addictions can find satisfaction to a family
destroying addiction in our city. Rick's Cabaret continues to push the envelope with their signage along with other sex businesses.

I have lived here for three years on Dauphine and have met several young men who are basically like lost boys in the city. They are lured
into the strip clubs, told they can make money by just removing their shirts and dancing. The end is watching them turn tricks for $5-$10
around Bourbon to feed their Heroin addiction. These type businesses create the atmosphere for this type of situation.

We have an outreach to the homeless and have met several women who have been pimped on the side streets surrounding these businesses.
When the men leave all worked up they look for outlets nearby and these women get taken advantage of due to their situation.

I can see no good these places do for our community. Although I realize they will never be done away with, I'd like to see regulations to
discourage more of them from coming and police the ones who are here now.

thank you,

Tom Bilderback

Pastor Vieux Carre Church

711 Dauphine St. New Orleans, LA

Touching the heart of the city with the heart of God
www.theVieux.com

New Orleans Site Director for Kaleo Missions
www.kaleomissions.org




Sabine E. Lebailleux

From: Robert D. Rivers

Sent: Thursday, February 18, 2016 5:16 PM

To: Sabine E. Lebailleux

Subject: FW: Attracting More Families for New Orleans Tourism and Reforming Bourbon Street
fyi

From: William Khan [mailto:wkhan@utexas.edu]

Sent: Thursday, February 18, 2016 2:20 PM

To: CPCinfo; Cameron D. Bonnett; Robert D. Rivers; Leslie T. Alley; Andrew D. Kopplin; rberni@nola.gov; Mitchell J.
Landrieu; Mayor Mitchell J. Landrieu; Dubravka Gilic; Paul Cramer; nkindel@nola.gov; Kenneth Butler;
bdesrocher@nola.gov; Imassey@nola.gov

Subject: Attracting More Families for New Orleans Tourism and Reforming Bourbon Street

Dear New Orleans City Government Leadership:

One year ago, our city was blessed to hold the 2015 Grand Nationals event of the Worldwide Spirit Association,
a youth oriented organization that brings together cheerleaders and gymnasts from high schools, middle schools,
and recreational programs across the U.S.

The participants in the Worldwide Spirit Association were teenagers and children. The youths were
accompanied by their parents, respectable citizens, and responsible adults.

Some of the visitors from the Worldwide Spirit Association patronized my family-friendly businesses on
Bourbon Street. Our city wants to be a world-class city, but a world-class city should not have 56 more strip
clubs per capita in its historic district and main tourism asset than Portland, OR (the city with the nation's
largest number of strip clubs on a per capita basis).

I sometimes feel sorry for the disgraceful impression and image that the French Quarter, Bourbon Street, and
New Orleans presents to visiting families, children, and ordinary citizens.

Are you not concerned that the first and most prominent billboards which greet visitors to New Orleans on their
way downtown from the airport advertise Rick's Cabaret, Larry Flynt's Barely Legal club, and other Bourbon
Street strip clubs?

The door-to-door and block-by-block concentration of strip clubs in the French Quarter has significant and
negative spillover effects. It’s time for some common-sense restrictions on how close new strip clubs could
open near existing ones in the Vieux Carre.

I am a voter, resident, and business owner in the French Quarter. I was born and raised here, and I want my city
as well as the Vieux Carre to thrive. I hope to raise a young family in the French Quarter, but we can all agree
that parts of the French Quarter (especially the upper quarter and the 200-500 blocks of Bourbon Street) would
not be an appropriate place for children.

I have lived in cities such as Austin, Atlanta, Houston, and Dallas. I most recently visited San Antonio. These
are all "New South" cities that New Orleans aspires to be associated with and favorably compared to; none of
these cities have strip clubs (also known as adult cabarets and/or adult live performance venues) in their historic
districts and most well-known neighborhoods.



It's time for some limitations and restrictions on the strip clubs along Bourbon Street, which is the heart of our
city and fundamentally shapes New Orleans' reputation and image in the region, nation, and world.

A spacing requirement that limited how close strip clubs could be to one another and to houses of worship,
homes, and day-care centers was successfully employed by Mayor Rudy Giuliani in New York City. In 1998,
the U.S. Supreme Court upheld zoning regulations that prohibited sex-oriented theaters, bookstores, massage
parlors and dance clubs from operating within 500 feet of homes, houses of worship, schools or each other.

New York City's crackdown on sexually-oriented businesses has been praised as "one of the prime reasons for
the revival of the city in the sense that the city is a more decent place and a nicer place for people to visit."

We all know that New Orleans is the cultural capital of the U.S. and the world.

Let's clean up the French Quarter and New Orleans by adding some reasonable and long-overdue restrictions on
"adult use" and "adult live performance venue" establishments in the VCE (which is governed by Article 10 of
the CZO and Section 20.3.B Use Standards).

Respectfully submitted,

William Khan

Voter, Resident, and Entrepreneur in the French Quarter
JD/MBA Graduate of the University of Texas at Austin



Sabine E. Lebailleux

From: Robert D. Rivers

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 12:05 PM

To: Sabine E. Lebailleux

Subject: FW: How Other Cities Regulate Strip Clubs and Nude Bars

From: William Khan [mailto:wkhan@utexas.edu]

Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 2:12 PM

To: CPCinfo; Cameron D. Bonnett

Cc: James Kelly; Robert D. Rivers; Leslie T. Alley; James A. Gray; Stacy S. Head; Susan G. Guidry; nramsey@nola.gov;
LaToya Cantrell; Jared C. Brossett; Jason R. Williams; Jason R. Williams; Vanessa A. Spinazola; DistrictC; Andrew D.
Kopplin; rberni@nola.gov; Mitchell J. Landrieu; Mayor Mitchell J. Landrieu

Subject: How Other Cities Regulate Strip Clubs and Nude Bars

As the City Planning Commission conducts its research, the following articles and sources about how other
cities regulate strip clubs and nude bars might be helpful.

There is a website and research database devoted to studying the negative effects of strip clubs:
http://secondaryeffectsresearch.com

"Cities use local laws to curb strip clubs"
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/nation/2008-03-13-strip-clubs_N.htm

"Stripping Away: Will tighter rules make strip clubs safer, or extinct?"
http://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/stripping-away-will-tighter-rules-make-strip-clubs-safer-or-
extinct/Content?0id=1397490

Some interesting tidbits from the above articles:

1) Conditional use rules are ripe for lawsuits; any strip club operator who is denied can always argue that the
decision was arbitrary and capricious. Clear-cut rules, like a spacing requirement, are less vulnerable to
lawsuits.

2) Strip clubs can be dangerous for police officers and alcohol beverage control officials. The most effective
laws and enforceable regulations for strip clubs are designed to enable officers/regulators to walk in, make sure
things are being run properly, and walk out.

3) Strip clubs are magnets for crime: both inside and outside. They attract a lot of easy marks--men who will not
report crime because they don't want to admit where they've been or because they are under the influence of
alcohol/drugs--to a place where the business wants these entertainers to go into closed rooms behind closed
doors. The result is that both inside and outside the club there are a lot of ingredients for a regional crime node.

4) Despite the common perception that a woman can dance her way through school, many strippers report that
their jobs take over their lives. Long and late hours, fatigue, drug and alcohol problems, and out-of-town
bookings make it difficult to switch gears.

5) Strippers can be subjected to demeaning treatment by customers and club owners alike, ranging from insults
and requests for sex to stalking and assault. Enduring sexual violence is part of the job description. Women in

1



stripping are expected to endure these abuses, degradations, and humiliations with a smile and a ‘Thank You."

New Orleans should update and modernize its 40-year old regulations for strip clubs in the French Quarter. The
negative effects of strip clubs on quality of life are clear. In 2012, City Councilmember Kristin Palmer
specifically pointed to the number of strip clubs in the French Quarter as a justification for tightening the curfew
for minors in our city’s oldest neighborhood. On the 300 and 400 blocks of Bourbon Street, there are at least
seven strip clubs flanking the Royal Sonesta Hotel, and reportedly at least one convention rejected New Orleans
as a destination because strippers were visible from the sidewalk.

William Khan

French Quarter resident and entreprenuer



Sabine E. Lebailleux

From: Brooke Perry

Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 2:12 PM
To: Sabine E. Lebailleux

Subject: FW: Moratorium on Strip Clubs
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Please see public comment below.

Brooke Perry

Senior City Planner

New Orleans City Planning Commission
1300 Perdido Street, Suite 7W03

New Orleans, LA 70112

Office: 504.658.7035

BTPerry@nola.gov

From: G Kabode [mailto:kabode77 @gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 2:11 PM

To: Brooke Perry <btperry@nola.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Moratorium on Strip Clubs

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: "G Kabode" <kabode77@gmail.com>
Date: Mar 8, 2016 1:31 PM

Subject: Moratorium on Strip Clubs

To: <CPCINFO@nola.gov>

Cc:

Dear Board Members,

I am in favor of a moratorium on strip clubs, not only in the Vieux Carre, but the entire city of New Orleans.
Strip clubs, massage parlors and similar establishments, in many cases are facades for sex trafficking. Sex
trafficking is a threat to the safety, security, health, decency and destiny of every female in the New Orleans
area. In addition, it exacerbates law enforcement in arresting drug traffickers, money laundering and illegal
firearms dealers, because all of these form a web of criminal activity. If New Orleans desires to be progressive
and a hub for medical innovation, medical research, healthcare and the movie industry, help secure it by a

moratorium on strip clubs.

Thank you for a vote in favor of the safety, security, health and well being of the women of New Orleans.

Sincerely,

Gloria Moore

5656 Tullis Dr

New Orleans, LA 70131
985 379 8295



Sabine E. Lebailleux

From: Robert D. Rivers

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 12:04 PM

To: Sabine E. Lebailleux

Subject: FW: Public Comments for CPC February 23rd Hearing on Strip Clubs

From: William Khan [mailto:wkhan@utexas.edu]

Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 12:17 PM

To: CPCinfo; Cameron D. Bonnett; Robert D. Rivers; Leslie T. Alley; Andrew D. Kopplin; rberni@nola.gov; Mitchell J.
Landrieu; Mayor Mitchell J. Landrieu; Dubravka Gilic; Paul Cramer; nkindel@nola.gov; Kenneth Butler;
bdesrocher@nola.gov; Imassey@nola.gov

Cc: James Kelly; James A. Gray; Stacy S. Head; Susan G. Guidry; nramsey@nola.gov; LaToya Cantrell; Jared C. Brossett;
Jason R. Williams; Jason R. Williams; Vanessa A. Spinazola; DistrictC; Robert Hjortsberg; Cassandra Sharpe; Rosemary
James; Patty Gay; janethoward@bgr.org; jparker@bgr.org; jschwartz@bgr.org; mkeating@bgr.org; Molly Davis;
aglovinsky@bgr.org; aglovinsky@yahoo.com; ccarmon@noma.org; jeffsadowtheadvocate@yahoo.com; bluckett@cox.net;
rsteeg@steeglaw.com; kbrownj@aol.com; cbmitchell@mitchellaplc.com; pamela@octaviaartgallery.com;
rduplessis@lasc.org; nmco1948@nmco.onmicrosoft.com; kwedberg@nocca.com; Robert Simmes;
mark@markgonzaleznola.com; mark@nola-law.com; M. BButler; ninaneivens@yahoo.com; Randi Kaufman;
gshotwelll@cox.net; marc.florman@gmail.com; madraisinface@yahoo.com; jim_eaton@me.com; brad benischek;
swieland@live.com; anne gisleson; Michele White; Rhonda Findley; butcher@tulane.edu; Matthew Thompson;
msjones2@my.uno.edu; mwawrzycki@raplliclaw.com; Arthur Cortner; yo4567@cox.net; Tyler Harwood;
Blakervh@aol.com; arts 4work; rogermartinpt@yahoo.com; di319dec@cox.net; taco king

Subject: Public Comments for CPC February 23rd Hearing on Strip Clubs

Dear City Planning Commission:

I am a French Quarter full-time resident, a homeowner in the French Quarter, an owner of businesses
neighboring strip clubs, and a young professional with graduate degrees in business and law. I feel and
experience the negative effects of strip clubs on quality of life everyday. More importantly, the saturation of
strip clubs in the French Quarter is starting to harm New Orleans tourism growth, and the city scores poorly
from visitor surveys on measures like cleanliness, family-friendliness, and personal safety.

Unfortunately, due to a scheduling conflict, I will not be able to attend the CPC's February 23rd hearing at 1:30
p.m. tomorrow on regulating strip clubs in the city.

In lieu of providing verbal comments, I am submitting written comments to be considered as my testimony and
personal statement at the public hearing.

Public Comments from William Khan (French Quarter resident, business owner, and Bourbon Street merchant):

I am a young professional, a homeowner, a full-time resident of the French Quarter, and I’d like to raise a
family in my neighborhood. I’'m not typically involved in city planning matters, but I feel compelled to share
my perspective as a young professional based in the French Quarter with businesses that neighbor strip clubs.
I’m not against strip clubs in general, but I think that the French Quarter has enough of them and the objective
for the City Planning Commission should be to limit the opening of new strip clubs.



1. Limiting new strip clubs from saturating the French Quarter should have been one of the city’s main
priorities.

I would like to start off by putting the city’s permissive attitude toward French Quarter strip clubs in context.
After the one-year moratorium on strip clubs expires, new strip clubs would be allowed to open in the French
Quarter. In contrast, new hotels, T-shirt shops and food carts (other than Lucky Dog) are prohibited from ever
opening in the French Quarter. Can someone tell me why new strip clubs are allowed to open in the French
Quarter but new hotels and food trucks aren’t? Where is city hall’s sense of priorities?

As aresident of the French Quarter and a neighboring business owner, I feel and see the negative effects of strip
clubs on quality of life everyday. When strip clubs are allowed to open within feet of each other or even door-
to-door (as current law permitted prior to the moratorium), the concentration of strip clubs has a blighting effect
on residents, visitors, businesses, and the general environment.

And you don’t have to take my word for it.

If the French Quarter were its own city, it would have the nation’s highest concentration of strip clubs on a per
capita basis and per square mile, more than Portland, Oregon (the city with the nation’s highest number of strip
clubs per capita). The French Quarter has 56 times more strip clubs per capita than Portland (which is 220 times
larger in area).

In 2012, City Councilmember Kristin Palmer specifically pointed to the number of strip clubs in the French
Quarter as a justification for tightening the curfew for minors in our city’s oldest neighborhood.

This is what Councilmember Palmer representing the French Quarter said in 2012 and I quote: “No other
neighborhood in the city, state or nation sized at .66 square miles, just 12 blocks wide, contains more than 350
alcohol beverage outlets, and includes adult entertainment establishments and numerous strip clubs.”

http://www.nola.com/opinions/index.ssf/2012/01/modified_new_orleans curfew_ne.html

On the 300 and 400 blocks of Bourbon Street, there are at least seven strip clubs facing or near the Royal
Sonesta Hotel, and reportedly at least one convention rejected New Orleans as a destination because strippers
were visible from the sidewalk.



2. Tourism growth in New Orleans is slowing alarmingly, and the city scores poorly with visitors on family-
friendliness, cleanliness, and public safety.

If you don’t think that the overabundance of strip clubs in the French Quarter has a negative effect on New
Orleans tourism, look at troubling statistics in New Orleans’ tourism numbers. In 2014 (the latest year for which
tourism statistics are available), New Orleans only saw a 2.6% increase in the number of tourists visiting the
city. The 2014 numbers show slower growth from 2013, when New Orleans had an increase of 3 percent from
the prior year. The growth rate of New Orleans tourism is slowing, and I would argue it is slowing because of
city’s low scores on cleanliness, family-friendliness, and safety.

Currently, the first and most prominent billboards that greet visitors to New Orleans on their way downtown
from the airport advertise Rick's Cabaret, Larry Flynt's Barely Legal club, and other Bourbon Street strip clubs.
Our city needs to present a better image of itself and its main attractions if New Orleans aspires to be a world-
class city and a world-class destination.

Mayor Mitch Landrieu has set a goal of 13 million visitors to New Orleans annually by the time of our city’s
300™ anniversary in 2018. New Orleans is not going to hit this goal of 13 million visitors without cleaning up
our city’s image and attracting more business, cultural, and family visitors.

Why am I so concerned with this issue? Because this strip club study by the City Planning Commission is the
first city action in addressing the effects of French Quarter strip clubs in nearly 40 years.

3. Bourbon Street’s present day strip clubs—dominated by corporate chains and national companies—have
nothing to do with Bourbon Street’s heritage of vaudeville, burlesque, and theatrical flair.

Some people might say that the French Quarter is working or that Bourbon Street has always had strip clubs.
Well, the French Quarter is not working; the French Quarter is losing residents and families everyday, and the
downward spiral of the French Quarter is slowing the growth of tourism in New Orleans. As to the argument
that Bourbon Street has always had strip joints, today’s Bourbon Street is very different and a lot dirtier than the
Bourbon Street of yesteryear.

The strip clubs today have nothing to do with the heritage of Bourbon Street. Many of today’s French Quarter
strip clubs are branches of national and corporate chains with out of town owners. In the 1970’s, Bourbon
Street’s adult live performance venues focused on interesting and colorful specialties such as twirling
champagne glasses or burlesque. Forty years ago, a Times-Picayune editor described Bourbon Street’s venues
as glamorous, magical places with theatrical flair. I don’t think anyone could describe Bourbon Street in such
glowing terms today.

Bourbon Street’s present-day strip clubs are overly focused on lapdances and private champagne rooms. Some

of them make obscene profits in obscene ways. Last October some of the newer strip clubs were cited by state

authorities for promoting prostitution, drug-related crimes, and lewd & improper acts. Today’s French Quarter
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strip clubs are vastly different and more focused on sexually obscene material than Bourbon Street of the
1970’s.

I’m not calling for the closure of a single existing strip club. I am just asking for some common-sense and
reasonable rules for future strip clubs. If the French Quarter is our city’s treasure, there is no reason why new
strip clubs should be allowed to open next to or near existing strip clubs.

If most of us can agree that the French Quarter does not need any more strip clubs, the objective for the City
Planning Commission should be to design rules that are clear-cut, enforceable, and constitutional.

There are three options for the City Planning Commission to limit new strip clubs in the French Quarter: a
moratorium, the conditional use process, or a spacing requirement. While I would prefer an outright
moratorium, moratoriums on strip clubs have been successfully challenged under the First Amendment and I
don’t think anyone wants to expose our city to significant legal liability. Although the conditional use process
sounds good in theory, any conditions or denials imposed under a conditional use process are likely to be
challenged as arbitrary or a denial of due process. In this legal area, a conditional use rule is likely to be
toothless and powerless.

A spacing rule, which limits how close new strip clubs could open near existing ones, is the third option and in
my opinion the best way to regulate strip clubs.

A spacing requirement is constitutional and legally ironclad. The U.S. Supreme Court approved New York
City’s spacing requirement for sex-oriented businesses and rejected a challenge to zoning regulations that
prohibited sex-oriented businesses from opening within 500 feet of each other in 1998. A spacing requirement
is objective, impartial, well-defined, and transparent.

New York City’s clampdown on sexually-oriented businesses in the 1990’s has been widely praised for
launching the city’s revival, making it a more decent place to live and to visit.

4. We have a once in a generation opportunity to reform the French Quarter and to rehabilitate the image of
New Orleans.

New Orleans can still achieve Mayor Mitch Landrieu’s goal of 13 million visitors to New Orleans annually in
time for our city’s 300th anniversary. But it is going to take more business, cultural, and family visitors. It is
going to take a more balanced French Quarter. And it is going to take a better image for our city’s main tourist
asset and planning the right approach to regulating strip clubs in the French Quarter.



Putting some reasonable, long-overdue, and constitutionally acceptable restrictions on new strip clubs would be
a major step in pulling the French Quarter and Bourbon Street out of the gutter.

William Khan

French Quarter resident, entrepreneur, and homeowner



Sabine E. Lebailleux

From: Robert D. Rivers

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 12:05 PM

To: Sabine E. Lebailleux

Subject: FW: Sad Statistical Facts and History of French Quarter Strip Clubs

From: William Khan [mailto:wkhan@utexas.edu]

Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2016 10:54 AM

To: Leslie T. Alley; Dubravka Gilic; Paul Cramer; CPCinfo; Robert D. Rivers; nkindel@nola.gov; Kenneth Butler;
bdesrocher@nola.gov; Imassey@nola.gov

Cc: James A. Gray; Stacy S. Head; Susan G. Guidry; nramsey@nola.gov; LaToya Cantrell; Jared C. Brossett; Jason R.
Williams; Jason R. Williams; Jonathan T. Harris; Barbara L. Keller; Catrina M. Simmons; Lauren R. Hotard; Carla D.
Gendusa; Aaron A. Clark-Rizzio; Katie D. Hunter-Lowrey; Connolly A. Reed; Clarence J. Williams III; Vanessa A.
Spinazola; Tyler L. Gibson; Mary B. Cunningham; Leatrice Dupre; T. Gordon McLeod; Marilyn B. Wood; Julius Feltus;
Bryon Cornelison; John D. Pourciau; Anna N. Nguyen; Kara Y. Johnson; Lena Stewart; Aylin A. Maklansky; Freddie King;
Sandra G. Thomas; Miles L. Granderson; CouncilDistrictD; Tanya D. Nettles-Evans; Domonique C. Dickerson; Peter C.
Waggonner; Erin C. Spears; Mary N. Fontenot-Smith; Maurice C. Baird; Maria M. Tio; Brandon M. Oliver

Subject: Sad Statistical Facts and History of French Quarter Strip Clubs

After the one-year moratorium on new strip clubs expires, what’s next for the French Quarter and the image of
New Orleans? The French Quarter already has the nation’s highest concentration of strip clubs on a per capita
basis and per square mile. According to an urban research study, Portland, OR has the highest number of strip
clubs per capita in the country with nearly 9 strip clubs per 100,000 people. With approximately 4,000
residents, roughly 20 strip clubs, and an area of only 0.66 square miles, the French Quarter has 56 times more
strip clubs per capita than Portland (which is 220x larger in land area). The concentration of strip clubs in the
Vieux Carre on a per capita basis sadly rises whenever a resident of the French Quarter permanently leaves
because he or she cannot raise a family and enjoy a normal life in an increasingly unbalanced neighborhood.

Should new strip clubs or adult entertainment venues be allowed to proliferate in the Vieux Carre after the
moratorium ends? In contrast, new hotels, t-shirt shops, and food carts (other than Lucky Dog) are prohibited
from ever opening in the French Quarter. Why has city hall ignored or tolerated the harmful impacts of strip
clubs in New Orleans’ oldest neighborhood for decades?

In 1977, Mayor Moon Landrieu established the Bourbon Street Task Force with a blue-ribbon panel to study the
strip and suggest improvements. The panel visited the adult-entertainment districts of Boston’s “Combat Zone,”
New York City’s Times Square, and Atlanta’s red-light areas. Modeled on other cities but tailored to New
Orleans’ unique flavor, the Vieux Carre Entertainment District (otherwise known as Bourbon Street from
Iberville to St. Ann) was created shortly thereafter. At the time, Bourbon Street’s adult-entertainment venues
were not dominated by the out-of-town owned and corporate chains of strip clubs that currently line the strip.

From its outset, the Vieux Carre Entertainment District offered vaudeville, burlesque shows, and theatrical
glamour. The 1977 Bourbon Street Task Force’s permissive rules, which were intended to encourage the
street’s creativity and individuality, have been abused, leading to the present-day marketing of lap dances and
private champagne rooms. Since 1977, the cities that the task force considered as benchmarks for New Orleans
have reformed their respective adult-entertainment districts. Boston’s Combat Zone was transformed by civic
activists into a family-friendly and mixed-use district. New York City's clampdown on sexually-oriented
businesses in the 1990°s has been widely praised for launching the city’s revival, making it a more decent place
to live and to visit. Atlanta’s strip clubs today are not allowed to sell alcohol.
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New Orleans should update and modernize its 40-year old regulations for strip clubs in the French Quarter. The
negative effects of strip clubs on quality of life are clear. In 2012, City Councilmember Kristin Palmer
specifically pointed to the number of strip clubs in the French Quarter as a justification for tightening the curfew
for minors in our city’s oldest neighborhood. On the 300 and 400 blocks of Bourbon Street, there are at least
seven strip clubs flanking the Royal Sonesta Hotel, and reportedly at least one convention rejected New Orleans
as a destination because strippers were visible from the sidewalk.

Mayor Mitch Landrieu has set a goal of attracting 13 million visitors annually to New Orleans by 2018. How
can New Orleans achieve such a goal without promoting a cleaner and more balanced brand that appeals to
more families, children, and ordinary people? It's time for some common-sense restrictions on how close new
strip clubs could open near existing ones in the French Quarter.

The need for a buffer from strip clubs is not a foreign concept under current New Orleans zoning rules. Outside
of the French Quarter, the New Orleans Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance prohibits strip clubs and nude
cabarets from opening within 1,000 feet of residences, churches, schools, and parks. The exposé of prostitution,
drug-related crimes, and lewd/improper acts at French Quarter strip clubs led to a temporary moratorium, but
city hall should strive for more substantial reforms. To revamp the worsening environment of the French
Quarter and to bolster the neighborhood’s livability, the city should permanently limit how close future strip
clubs can open near current ones.

William Khan
French Quarter resident and voter



Sabine E. Lebailleux

From: CPCinfo

Sent: Monday, April 04, 2016 12:07 PM
To: Sabine E. Lebailleux

Subject: FW: comments on Bourbon Street

From: John Gallagher [mailto:jgallag25@hotmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, April 03, 2016 12:41 PM

To: CPCinfo <CPCinfo@nola.gov>

Cc: pfinney@clarionherald.org

Subject: comments on Bourbon Street

Dear City of New Orleans,

| am New Orleanian, born and raised. Please help curtail human trafficking in our city. We as a city should be known for
living on good times; but prostitution and drugs (which go hand in hand) do not lead to a good time in the long run. They
lead to slavery to vice, the debasement of the dignity of women, and even to death for some involved. Let's clean our
city. And let's make it a tourist destination where people can enjoy the truly good things of life.

A concerned citizen,

John G. Gallagher

3020 Independence St., Apt. A
Metairie, LA 70006

(504) 919-4083
igallag25@hotmail.com

Sent from my iPhone



Sabine E. Lebailleux

From: CPCinfo

Sent: Monday, April 04, 2016 12:12 PM

To: Sabine E. Lebailleux; Cameron D. Bonnett
Subject: FW: End the Strip Club

From: pbellini@archdiocese-no.org [mailto:pbellini@archdiocese-no.org]
Sent: Friday, April 01, 2016 3:17 PM

To: CPCinfo <CPCinfo@nola.gov>

Subject: End the Strip Club

Dear City of New Orleans Planning Commission,

There is so much beauty to our city do we really need to offer strip clubs a place to operate?
Shouldn’t we be known for all of our positive attributes? Shouldn't we be known for
Mardi Gras, the WWII Museum, City Park, the Saints, Museum of Art and so forth?
Why drag our city into the gutter. | just read a report on what happens to the young
girls who work in these strip clubs. They get involved in drugs and human trafficking.
Some commit suicide, some battle drug addiction for the rest of their lives. For what?
A few dollars? Isn’t it time for New Orleans to wake up by growing up? Do we really
need these clubs that exploit women, especially young women? Let’s make our city

a positive place for people who want to vacation here. Let’s end this.

Many of these type of places are no longer available in New York. Let’s do the same.
It’s time to protect our youth.

Sincerely,
Phillip Bellini

New Orleans, LA

This message has been scanned by the Archdiocese of New Orleans Virus/Spam filter.



Sabine E. Lebailleux

From: CPCinfo

Sent: Monday, April 04, 2016 12:08 PM

To: Sabine E. Lebailleux; Cameron D. Bonnett; Larry W. Massey Jr.
Subject: FW: Grow up, New Orleans

From: Barb McAtee [mailto:bmcatee2 @hotmail.com]
Sent: Friday, April 01, 2016 5:05 PM

To: CPCinfo <CPCinfo@nola.gov>

Subject: Grow up, New Orleans

Strip clubs only serve to make sure we have a prurient, low-class rep. We are better than that! Shutter our strip
clubs and get rid of the industry that destroys men and women, instead of building them up! Re-think the
message that these "clubs" send out about us!

Thank you,

Barbara McAtee

Sent via the Samsung GALAXY S®4, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphonel



Sabine E. Lebailleux

From: CPCinfo

Sent: Wednesday, April 06, 2016 10:09 AM

To: Sabine E. Lebailleux

Subject: FW: Study on Strip Clubs, Prostitution, Human Trafficking
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Mary Haar [mailto:mtnhaar@yahoo.com]

Sent: Tuesday, April 05, 2016 8:58 PM

To: CPCinfo <CPCinfo@nola.gov>

Subject: Study on Strip Clubs, Prostitution, Human Trafficking

Ladies & Gentlemen,

It is time for New Orleans to take a stand against the victimization of the dancers in strip clubs who are forced
into prostitution. This is human trafficking in our own city, and we need to rise above that. If New Orleans is
going to continue to improve its image and reputation as a vacation destination, we need to do away with the
strip clubs. There are no good, honorable or beneficial results for our city, the customers and especially the
employees of these clubs.

I appreciate your consideration in this request to do the right thing for our city and most especially for these
young victims.

Thank you,
Mary Haar



Sabine E. Lebailleux

From: William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu>
Sent: Monday, April 04, 2016 3:06 PM
To: Sabine E. Lebailleux; CPCinfo
Subject: Re: Meeting This Week?

Terrific. See you then.

Please add these findings to the list of comments.

If you don't think the concentration of strip clubs in the French Quarter and along Bourbon Street poses harmful
effects, just consider these issues:

1) Strip clubs in the French Quarter typically do not open until 1PM and do not close until SAM or later. If a
business primarily relies on daytime commerce (like tours or barber shops), wouldn't the concentration of strip
clubs in the French Quarter and their effect on the neighborhood's culture harm daytime and ordinary
businesses?

I argue that strip clubs depress and harm daytime business activity, commerce, and the neighborhood's normal
dynamics.

http://thelensnola.org/2016/01/14/the-strip-club-moratorium-is-just-a-first-step-much-more-needs-to-be-done/

I have nothing personally against strip clubs, but it is undeniable that having too many strip clubs in the French
Quarter and along Bourbon Street creates parasitic, cancerous, and irreversible problems, forcing ordinary &
non-adult businesses out in favor of more strip clubs.

New strip clubs and unsavory adult-oriented businesses spring up to fill the commercial and economic vacuum
caused by existing strip clubs, displacing businesses that are low-margin, resident-oriented, and/or family-
friendly.

To test this hypothesis (that strip clubs repel daytime-oriented commerce and especially morning life), I visually
checked whether any restaurants on Bourbon Street from Iberville Street to St. Ann Street were usually open for
breakfast between 6AM and 11AM. Unless it was a special event like New Year's, Easter, or Mother's Day, all
of the restaurants on Bourbon Street are typically closed for breakfast and remain closed to the public until
11AM.

I would argue that the excess concentration of strip clubs on Bourbon Street is artificially and destructively
warping business patterns on that street and in surrounding corridors until nothing can survive unless a business
becomes nighttime-oriented, liquor-focused, or party-themed.

Another consequence of the strip clubs' late operating hours until SAM or 6AM: if you are a French Quarter
resident, you know better not to go outside at SAM or 6AM (which is a tragedy if you are into fitness and want
to go to the gym before the work-day). Part of the reason the French Quarter is so dangerous is that criminals,
hustlers, pimps, prostitutes, and scam artists are roaming the French Quarter after customers of strip clubs are
staggering out around SAM and 6 AM. Studies have shown that strip clubs are magnets for crime and
prostitution because their customers are unwilling or unable to cooperate with the police. After a long night of
drinking and sexual stimulation, customers of strip clubs are also vulnerable to being robbed by criminals,
hustlers, pimps, prostitutes, and sexual workers.



2) Strip clubs use sexually explicit and obscene displays, including scantily clad strippers and posters, to entice
customers. Along with their displays and scantily clad strippers visible in plain sight from the street and
sidewalk, strip clubs use overly aggressive barkers who say things like "it's ti**y time" and "hot pu**y and cold
beer." If your customer has to pass through Bourbon Street or if you are a tour guide with families and children
in tow, wouldn't these practices by strip clubs negatively affect your business?

3) Why is the French Quarter economy so oriented toward liquor, partying, and drinking? The French Quarter
has 350+ alcohol beverage outlets, which is unparalleled for an area measuring only 0.66 square miles and far
more concentrated than anywhere else in the United States. The negative effects of French Quarter strip clubs
on quality of life are clear. In 2012, City Councilwoman Kristin Palmer specifically pointed to the number of
strip clubs in the French Quarter as a justification for tightening the curfew for minors in our city’s oldest
neighborhood. On the 300 and 400 blocks of Bourbon Street, there are at least seven strip clubs facing or near
the Royal Sonesta Hotel, and reportedly at least one convention rejected New Orleans as a destination because
strippers were visible from the sidewalk.

Is it prudent public policy for the city to use blunt instruments like a harsher curfew for minors in the French
Quarter and stopgap measures such as a one-year moratorium without addressing the underlying disease, the
saturation of strip clubs?

4) When strip clubs are so concentrated, they begin to compete with each other harder and more aggressively,
pushing the limits of what is legal and illegal (without regard to the harmful effects on the residential, tourism,
and business climate of the French Quarter). What goes on inside clubs under pressure to offer greater thrills
than neighboring strip clubs is as harmful as their impact on nearby non-adult businesses. A business model
centered on competitive one-upmanship and the use of nudity and lap dances to boost alcohol sales (or vice
versa) creates a breeding ground for risky personal behavior and outright criminality.

On Mon, Apr 4, 2016 at 3:00 PM, Sabine E. Lebailleux <selebailleux@nola.gov> wrote:

William,

| set up the meeting from 1 pm to 2pm tomorrow.

| am adding these two attachments to the list of comments we have received so far, which most of us have had a chance
to look at, at least partially.

Best,

Sabine Lebailleux

City Planner



City of New Orleans Planning Commission
1300 Perdido Street, 7" Floor
New Orleans, LA 70112

(504) 658-7008

selebailleux@nola.gov

From: William Khan [mailto:wkhan@utexas.edu]
Sent: Monday, April 04, 2016 2:37 PM

To: Sabine E. Lebailleux

Subject: Re: Meeting This Week?

Hi Sabine:
Other non-adult business owners will not be joining me.

The meeting should be straightforward because I will be expounding upon my perspective and statements to the
CPC about the negative effects of strip clubs.

Prior to our meeting, could you or the CPC staff kindly review the following documents and studies that |
already forwarded?

It would make the meeting smoother and quicker if the CPC staff were aware of my findings beforehand.

1) Statistical Facts and History (attached as Word file)
2) Negative Effects of Strip Clubs in the French Quarter (attached as PDF file)

3) Strip Club Moratorium is just a first step
http://thelensnola.org/2016/01/14/the-strip-club-moratorium-is-just-a-first-step-much-more-needs-to-be-done/

4) Bourbon Street strip clubs’ solicitation practices

http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2014/09/bourbon street strip clubs cou.html
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http://www.fox8live.com/story/26481023/bourbon-st-strip-clubs-could-face-crackdown-on-racy-soliciting

5) History of violations at Bourbon Street strip clubs

http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2015/11/in bourbon street strip clubs.html

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Respectfully,

William Khan

On Mon, Apr 4, 2016 at 1:56 PM, Sabine E. Lebailleux <selebailleux@nola.gov> wrote:

Hi,

| am trying to set up the meeting for tomorrow afternoon at 1pm. Will other non-adult business owners join you?

Sabine Lebailleux

City Planner

City of New Orleans Planning Commission
1300 Perdido Street, 7" Floor

New Orleans, LA 70112

(504) 658-7008

selebailleux@nola.gov

From: William Khan [mailto:wkhan@utexas.edu]
Sent: Monday, April 04, 2016 12:08 PM

To: Sabine E. Lebailleux

Subject: Meeting This Week?



Good morning Sabine:
I can meet this week on Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday.

The best days and times for me to meet this week are Tuesday or Wednesday at 11AM (or 10:30AM); I could
also meet at 1PM. Tuesday or Wednesday would be preferred.

On Thursday, I could meet at 1 1AM.

As you know, I have businesses that are adjacent to or across from strip clubs in the French Quarter. I am also a
full-time French Quarter resident and voter.

I look forward to sharing my thoughts and answering any questions from the City Planning Commission on the
effects of strip clubs.

Sincerely,

William Khan



Sabine E. Lebailleux

From: Paul Cramer

Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 4:20 PM

To: Sabine E. Lebailleux; Cameron D. Bonnett

Subject: FW: Public Comments for CPC February 23rd Hearing on Strip Clubs

From: Rosemary James [mailto:faulkhouse@aol.com]

Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 4:19 PM

To: wkhan@utexas.edu; CPCinfo; Cameron D. Bonnett; Robert D. Rivers; Leslie T. Alley; Andrew D. Kopplin;
rberni@nola.gov; Mitchell 3. Landrieu; Mayor Mitchell J. Landrieu; Dubravka Gilic; Paul Cramer; nkindel@nola.gov;
Kenneth Butler; bdesrocher@nola.gov; Imassey@nola.gov

Cc: jkelly@covenanthouse.org; James A. Gray; Stacy S. Head; Susan G. Guidry; nramsey@nola.gov; LaToya Cantrell
Jared C. Brossett; Jason R. Williams; Jason R. Williams; Vanessa A. Spinazola; DistrictC; rwhlaw@gmail.com;
sharperealestate@me.com; pgay@prcno.org; janethoward@bgr.org; jparker@bgr.org; jschwartz@bgr.org;
mkeating@bgr.org; mkramer@bgr.org; aglovinsky@bgr.org; aglovinsky@yahoo.com; ccarmon@noma.org;
jeffsadowtheadvocate@yahoo.com; bluckett@cox.net; rsteeg@steeglaw.com; kbrownj@aol.com;
chmitchell@mitchellaplc.com; pamela@octaviaartgallery.com; rduplessis@lasc.org; nmco1948@nmco.onmicrosoft.com;
kwedberg@nocca.com; robertsimms@cox.net; mark@markgonzaleznola.com; mark@nola-law.com;
bethbutler.south@gmail.com; ninaneivens@yahoo.com; kaufman504@gmail.com; gshotwelll@cox.net;
marc.florman@gmail.com; madraisinface@yahoo.com; jim_eaton@me.com; benischek@gmail.com; swieland@live.com;
agisleson@gmail.com; mwhite@michelewhite.org; popcitynola@gmail.com; butcher@tulane.edu; silvarum.lic@gmail.com;
msjones2@my.uno.edu; mwawrzycki@rapliclaw.com; acortner@latterblum.com; yo4567@cox.net; stin-g@stin-g.com;
Blakervh@aol.com; arts4work@yahoo.com; rogermartinpt@yahoo.com; di319dec@cox.net; carolyn@sinclairstudios.com
Subject: Re: Public Comments for CPC February 23rd Hearing on Strip Clubs

My husband and | own a business and live at Faulkner House, 624 Pirate's Alley.

The direction in which Bourbon Street has gone since | moved here in 1964 is nothing short of appalling.

in the 60s, the street featured live burlesque instead of live blow-jobs and lap dances performed in full view of anyone
walking the street. Instead of a street of

entertainment, it is today a street devoted to pornography, prostitution,pandering, illegal drug sales, murder, and other
violent crimes, not to mention over amplified music which | can hear from my bedroom on Pirate's Alley into the wee
hours.

If the City is going to promote the sex industry, then it's time to revisit the Storyville concept, and move it to a strip away
from residences and families and businesses being damage by out of control sleaze.

Rosemary James,
faulkhouse@aol.com

From: William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu>

To: CPCINFO <CPCINFO@nola.gov>; cdbonnett <cdbonnett@nola.gov>; rdrivers <rdrivers@nola.gov>; L. Talley
<ltalley@nola.gov>; akopplin <akopplin@nola.gov>; rberni <rberni@nola.gov>; mjlandrieu <mjlandrieu@nola.gov>;
Mayor Mitchell J. Landrieu <mayor@nola.gov>; dgilic <dgilic@nola.gov>; Paul Curtis <pcramer@nola.gov>; nkindel
<nkindel@nola.gov>; kbutler <kbutler@nola.gov>; bdesrocher <bdesrocher@nola.gov>; Imassey <imassey@nola.gov>
Cc: James Kelly <jkelly@covenanthouse.org>; James A. Gray <jagray@nola.gov>; Stacy Head <shead@nola.gov>;
Susan G. Guidry <sggquidry@nola.gov>; nramsey <nramsey@nola.gov>; LaToya Cantrell <Icantrell@nola.gov>; Jared C.
Brossett <jcbrossett@nola.gov>; Jason R. Williams <jarwilliams@nola.gov>; jasonwilliams <jasonwilliams@nola.gov>;
Vanessa A. Spinazola <vaspinazola@nola.gov>; DistrictC <districtc@nola.gov>; Robert Hjortsberg
<rwhlaw@amail.com>; Cassandra Sharpe <sharperealestate@me.com>; Rosemary James <faulkhouse@aol. com>
Patty Gay <pgay@prcno.org>; janethoward <janethoward@bgr.org>; jparker <jparker@bgr.org>; jschwartz
<jschwartz@bgr.org>; mkeating <mkeating@bar.org>; Molly Davis <mkramer@bar.org>; aglovinsky
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<aglovinsky@bagr.org>; aglovinsky <aglovinsky@yahoo.com>; ccarmon <ccarmon@noma.org>; jeffsadowtheadvocate
<jeffsadowtheadvocate@yahoo.com>; bluckett <bluckett@cox.net>; rsteeg <rsteeg@steeglaw.com>; kbrownj
<kbrownj@aol.com>; cbmitchell <cbmitchell@mitchellaplc.com>; pamela <pamela@octaviaartgallery.com>; rduplessis
<rduplessis@lasc.org>; nmco1948 <nmco1948@nmco.onmicrosoft.com>; kwedberg <kwedberg@nocca.com>; Robert
Simms <robertsimms@cox.net>; mark <mark@markgonzaleznola.com>; mark <mark@nola-law.com>: M. BButler
<bethbutler.south@gmail.com>; ninaneivens <ninaneivens@yahoo.com>; Randi Kaufman <kaufman504@gmail.com>;
gshotwelll <gshotwelll@cox.net>; marc.florman <marc.florman@gmail.com>; madraisinface
<madraisinface@yahoo.com>; jim_eaton <jim_eaton@me.com>; brad benischek <benischek@gamail.com>; swieland
<swieland@live.com>; anne gisleson <agisleson@gmail.com>; Michele White <mwhite@michelewhite.org>; Rhonda
Findley <popcitynola@gmail.com>; butcher <butcher@tulane.edu>; Matthew Thompson <silvarum.llc@gmail.com>;
msjones2 <msjones2@my.uno.edu>; mwawrzycki <mwawrzycki@rapliclaw.com>; Arthur Cortner
<acortner@latterblum.com>; yo4567 <yo4567@cox.net>; Tyler Harwood <stin-g@stin-g.com>; Blakervh
<Blakervh@aol.com>; arts 4work <arts4work@yahoo.com>; rogermartinpt <rogermartinpt@yahoo.com>; di319dec
<dI319dec@cox.net>; taco king <carolyn@sinclairstudios.com>

Sent: Mon, Feb 22, 2016 12:16 pm

Subject: Public Comments for CPC February 23rd Hearing on Strip Clubs

Dear City Planning Commission:

I am a French Quarter full-time resident, a homeowner in the French Quarter, an owner of businesses neighboring strip
clubs, and a young professional with graduate degrees in business and law. | feel and experience the negative effects of
strip clubs on quality of life everyday. More importantly, the saturation of strip clubs in the French Quarter is starting to
harm New Orleans tourism growth, and the city scores poorly from visitor surveys on measures like cleanliness, family-
friendliness, and personal safety.

Unfortunately, due to a scheduling conflict, | will not be able to attend the CPC's February 23rd hearing at 1:30 p.m.
tomorrow on regulating strip clubs in the city.

In lieu of providing verbal comments, | am submitting written comments to be considered as my testimony and personal
statement at the public hearing.

Public Comments from William Khan (French Quarter resident, business owner, and Bourbon Street merchant):

I am a young professional, a homeowner, a full-time resident of the French Quarter, and I'd like to raise a family in my
neighborhood. I'm not typically involved in city planning matters, but | feel compelled to share my perspective as a young
professional based in the French Quarter with businesses that neighbor strip clubs. I'm not against strip clubs in general,
but | think that the French Quarter has enough of them and the objective for the City Planning Commission should be to
limit the opening of new strip clubs.

1. Limiting new strip clubs from saturating the French Quarter should have been one of the city’s main priorities.

I would like to start off by putting the city’s permissive attitude toward French Quarter strip clubs in context. After the one-
year moratorium on strip clubs expires, new strip clubs would be allowed to open in the French Quarter. In contrast, new
hotels, T-shirt shops and food carts (other than Lucky Dog) are prohibited from ever opening in the French Quarter. Can
someone tell me why new strip clubs are allowed to open in the French Quarter but new hotels and food trucks aren’t?
Where is city hall's sense of priorities?

As a resident of the French Quarter and a neighboring business owner, | feel and see the negative effects of strip clubs on
quality of life everyday. When strip clubs are allowed to open within feet of each other or even door-to-door (as current law
permitted prior to the moratorium), the concentration of strip clubs has a blighting effect on residents, visitors, businesses,
and the general environment.

And you don’t have to take my word for it.
If the French Quarter were its own city, it would have the nation’s highest concentration of strip clubs on a per capita basis
and per square mile, more than Portland, Oregon (the city with the nation’s highest number of strip clubs per capita). The

French Quarter has 56 times more strip clubs per capita than Portland (which is 220 times larger in area).

In 2012, City Councilmember Kristin Palmer specifically pointed to the number of strip clubs in the French Quarter as a
justification for tightening the curfew for minors in our city’s oldest neighborhood.



This is what Councilmember Palmer representing the French Quarter said in 2012 and | quote: “No other neighborhood in
the city, state or nation sized at .66 square miles, just 12 blocks wide, contains more than 350 alcohol beverage outlets,
and includes adult entertainment establishments and numerous strip clubs.”
hitp://www.nola.com/opinions/index.ssf/2012/01/modified new_orleans curfew ne.html

On the 300 and 400 blocks of Bourbon Street, there are at least seven strip clubs facing or near the Royal Sonesta Hotel,
and reportedly at least one convention rejected New Orleans as a destination because strippers were visible from the
sidewalk.

2. Tourism growth in New Orleans is slowing alarmingly, and the city scores poorly with visitors on family-friendliness,
cleanliness, and public safety.

If you don’t think that the overabundance of strip clubs in the French Quarter has a negative effect on New Orleans
tourism, look at troubling statistics in New Orleans’ tourism numbers. in 2014 (the latest year for which tourism statistics
are available), New Orleans only saw a 2.6% increase in the number of tourists visiting the city. The 2014 numbers show
slower growth from 2013, when New Orleans had an increase of 3 percent from the prior year. The growth rate of New
Orleans tourism is slowing, and | would argue it is slowing because of city's low scores on cleanliness, family-friendliness,
and safety.

Currently, the first and most prominent billboards that greet visitors to New Orleans on their way downtown from the
airport advertise Rick's Cabaret, Larry Flynt's Barely Legal club, and other Bourbon Street strip clubs. Our city needs to
present a better image of itself and its main attractions if New Orleans aspires to be a world-class city and a world-class
destination.

Mayor Mitch Landrieu has set a goal of 13 million visitors to New Orleans annually by the time of our city’s 300"
anniversary in 2018. New Orleans is not going to hit this goal of 13 million visitors without cleaning up our city’s image and
attracting more business, cultural, and family visitors.

Why am | so concerned with this issue? Because this strip club study by the City Planning Commission is the first city
action in addressing the effects of French Quarter strip clubs in nearly 40 years.

3. Bourbon Street's present day strip clubs—dominated by corporate chains and national companies—have nothing to do
with Bourbon Street’s heritage of vaudeville, burlesque, and theatrical flair.

Some people might say that the French Quarter is working or that Bourbon Street has always had strip clubs. Well, the
French Quarter is not working; the French Quarter is losing residents and families everyday, and the downward spiral of
the French Quarter is slowing the growth of tourism in New Orleans. As to the argument that Bourbon Street has always
had strip joints, today’s Bourbon Street is very different and a lot dirtier than the Bourbon Street of yesteryear.

The strip clubs today have nothing to do with the heritage of Bourbon Street. Many of today's French Quarter strip clubs
are branches of national and corporate chains with out of town owners. In the 1970’s, Bourbon Street’s adult live
performance venues focused on interesting and colorful specialties such as twirling champagne glasses or burlesque.
Forty years ago, a Times-Picayune editor described Bourbon Street’s venues as glamorous, magical places with theatrical
flair. 1 don't think anyone could describe Bourbon Street in such glowing terms today.

Bourbon Street's present-day strip clubs are overly focused on lapdances and private champagne rooms. Some of them
make obscene profits in obscene ways. Last October some of the newer strip clubs were cited by state authorities for
promoting prostitution, drug-related crimes, and lewd & improper acts. Today’'s French Quarter strip clubs are vastly
different and more focused on sexually obscene material than Bourbon Street of the 1970’s.

I’'m not calling for the closure of a single existing strip club. | am just asking for some common-sense and reasonable rules
for future strip clubs. If the French Quarter is our city’s treasure, there is no reason why new strip clubs should be allowed
to open next to or near existing strip clubs.

If most of us can agree that the French Quarter does not need any more strip clubs, the objective for the City Planning
Commission should be to design rules that are clear-cut, enforceable, and constitutional.

There are three options for the City Planning Commission to limit new strip clubs in the French Quarter: a moratorium, the
conditional use process, or a spacing requirement. While | would prefer an outright moratorium, moratoriums on strip
clubs have been successfully challenged under the First Amendment and | don’t think anyone wants to expose our city to
significant legal liability. Although the conditional use process.sounds good in theory, any conditions or denials imposed
under a conditional use process are likely to be challenged as arbitrary or a denial of due process. in this legal area, a
conditional use rule is likely to be toothless and powerless.



A spacing rule, which limits how close new strip clubs could open near existing ones, is the third option and in my opinion
the best way to regulate strip clubs.

A spacing requirement is constitutional and legally ironclad. The U.S. Supreme Court approved New York City’s spacing
requirement for sex-oriented businesses and rejected a challenge to zoning regulations that prohibited sex-oriented
businesses from opening within 500 feet of each other in 1998. A spacing requirement is objective, impartial, well-defined,
and transparent.

New York City's clampdown on sexually-oriented businesses in the 1990’s has been widely praised for launching the
city’s revival, making it a more decent place to live and to visit.

4. We have a once in a generation opportunity to reform the French Quarter and to rehabilitate the image of New Orleans.

New Orleans can still achieve Mayor Mitch Landrieu’s goal of 13 million visitors to New Orleans annually in time for our
city’s 300th anniversary. But it is going to take more business, cultural, and family visitors. It is going to take a more
balanced French Quarter. And it is going to take a better image for our city’s main tourist asset and planning the right
approach to regulating strip clubs in the French Quarter.

Putting some reasonable, long-overdue, and constitutionally acceptable restrictions on new strip clubs would be a major
step in pulling the French Quarter and Bourbon Street out of the gutter.

William Khan
French Quarter resident, entrepreneur, and homeowner



CPCinfo

From: William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu>

Sent: Friday, February 12, 2016 9:33 AM

To: Cameron D. Bonnett

Cc: CPCinfo; Robert D. Rivers; Leslie T. Alley; James A. Gray; Stacy S. Head; Susan G. Guidry;

nramsey@nola.gov; LaToya Cantrell; Jared C. Brossett; Jason R. Williams; Jason R.
Williams; Vanessa A. Spinazola; DistrictC; Andrew D. Kopplin; rberni@nola.gov; Mitchell
J. Landrieu; Mayor Mitchell J. Landrieu

~ Subject: ' Statistics and Research for Adult Live Performance Venue Study

Dear Cameron:

As a full-time French Quarter resident, voter, and family-friendly business owner on Bourbon Street, I stopped
by City Hall yesterday, and I gave the City Planner on Duty seven (7) documents, research reports, and news
articles about strip clubs (adult live performance venues) in the French Quarter.

The City Planner on Duty told me that you are tasked with the City Planning Commission's Adult Live
Performance Venue study.

As one of the few young professionals in the French Quarter, I am passionate about this matter because I want
to continue raising my family here.

In my research report (titled "Statistical Facts and History of Strip Clubs in the French Quarter"), I included
several statistics, including a comparison of how the concentration of strip clubs in the French Quarter is far
greater than the entire city of Portland (the city with the greatest number of strip clubs on a per capita basis).

I am glad that regulating strip clubs in the French Quarter is finally a priority of city hall. Frankly, strip clubs in
our city's most historic neighborhood and tourism center should have been regulated and limited at least a
decade ago. When the city bans new hotels, new t-shirt shops, and new food carts (other than Lucky Dog) but
allows new strip clubs to open, you can see that the city has shown misplaced priorities in protecting the French
Quarter.

Statement 1: According to an urban research study, Portland, OR has the highest number of strip clubs per
capita in the country with nearly 9 strip clubs per 100,000 people.

Source: "Why Does Portland Have so Many Strip Clubs?"
http://priceonomics.com/why-does-portland-have-so-many-strip-clubs/

Statement 2: The cleanup of Boston's Clean Zone (one of the cities used by the 1977 Bourbon Street Task Force
in creating the Vieux Carre Entertainment District--Bourbon Street):
http://www.bizjournals.com/boston/print-edition/2013/03/08/new-projects-wipe-away-more-vestiges.html

Statement 3: City Councilmember Kristin Palmer NOLA.com Op-Ed which referred to the number of strip
clubs in the neighborhood as a justification for a harsher curfew for minors:
http://www.nola.com/opinions/index.ssf/2012/01/modified new_orleans curfew ne.html

Statement 4: Strip clubs repelled at least one convention from selecting NOLA
http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2014/09/bourbon_street strip_clubs_cou.html
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Statement 5: Mayor Mitch Landrieu's goal of 13 million visitors by 2018
http://www.nola.con/business/index.ssf/2012/05/mayor mitch landrieu calls on.html

Statement 6: Prostitution, drug crimes, and lewd/improper conduct at strip clubs
http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2015/11/4 more bourbon street clubs bu.html

Statement 7: History of violations at Bourbon Street strip clubs
http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2015/11/in bourbon street strip clubs.html

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Respectfully,
William Khan

French Quarter resident and business owner



CPCinfo

From: William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu>

Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 3:38 PM

To: CPCinfo; Cameron D. Bonnett

Subject: Moratorium on new strip clubs in French Quarter advocated on Louisiana Voice

http://louisianavoice.com/2016/02/13/guest-columnist-calls- for-moratorium- on-new-strip-clubs- 1n-new-orleans-
french-quarter-following-louisiana-voice-story/

Guest columnist calls for moratorium on new strip clubs in New Orleans French Quarter following Louisiana
Voice story

Recently, LouisianaVoice ran a story concerning reported pressure on New Orleans strip clubs to make
contributions to political candidates. Following the meeting with club owners and their subsequent
contributions, a number of strip clubs were hit with surprise inspections by agents from the Office of Alcohol
and Tobacco Control. Several clubs lost liqguor permits for violations including sales to minors, drugs and
prostitution. None of the clubs who made political contrlbutzons were visited in the French Quarter sweep by
ATC agents.

That story, however, did prompt the following contribution by guest columnist William Kahn. Kahn is a resident
of the French Quarter a voter and entrepreneur.

By William Khan

New Orleans should limit new strip clubs in the French Quarter

On Tuesday, February 23rd, 2016, the New Orleans City Planning Commission (CPC) is going to hold a public
hearing on strip clubs in the French Quarter. Pending the CPC study and proposed reforms, the New Orleans
City Council enacted a one-year temporary moratorium on strip clubs after Louisiana State Police and state
authorities documented illegal drug sales, prostitution, and lewd conduct at several strip clubs and a stripper
who worked at one of the Bourbon Street venues was brutally murdered by her pimp [1],[9],[10].

After the one-year moratorium on new strip clubs expires, what’s next for the French Quarter and the image of
New Orleans? The French Quarter already has the nation’s highest concentration of strip clubs on a per capita
basis and per square mile. According to an urban research study, Portland, OR is the city with the highest
number of strip clubs per capita in the country with nearly 9 strip clubs per 100,000 people. With approximately
4,000 residents, roughly 20 strip clubs, and an area of only 0.66 square miles, the French Quarter has 56 times
more strip clubs per capita than Portland (which is 220x larger in land area). The concentration of strip clubs in
the Vieux Carre on a per capita basis sadly rises whenever a resident of the French Quarter permanently leaves
because he or she cannot raise a family and enjoy a normal life in an increasingly unbalanced neighborhood [2].

Should new strip clubs or adult entertainment venues be allowed to proliferate in the Vieux Carre after the
moratorium ends? In contrast, new hotels, T-shirt shops, and food carts (other than Lucky Dog) are prohibited
from ever opening in the French Quarter. Why has city hall ignored or tolerated the harmful impacts of strip
clubs in New Orleans’ oldest neighborhood for decades?

In 1977, Mayor Moon Landrieu established the Bourbon Street Task Force with a blue-ribbon panel to study the
strip and suggest improvements. The panel visited the adult-entertainment districts of Boston’s “Combat Zone,”
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New York City’s Times Square, and Atlanta’s red-light areas. Modeled on other cities but tailored to New
Orleans’ unique flavor, the Vieux Carre Entertainment District (otherwise known as Bourbon Street from
Iberville to St. Ann) was created shortly thereafter. At the time, Bourbon Street’s adult-entertainment venues
were not dominated by the out-of-town owned and corporate chains of strip clubs that currently line the strip.

[3]

From its outset, the Vieux Carre Entertainment District offered vaudeville, burlesque shows, and theatrical
glamour. The 1977 Bourbon Street Task Force’s permissive rules, which were intended to encourage the
street’s creativity and individuality, have been abused, leading to the present-day marketing of lap dances and
private champagne rooms. Since 1977, the cities that the task force considered as benchmarks for New Orleans
have reformed their respective adult-entertainment districts. Boston’s Combat Zone was transformed by civic
activists into a family-friendly and mixed-use district. [4] New York City’s clampdown on sexually-oriented
businesses in the 1990’s has been widely praised for launching the city’s revival, making it a more decent place
to live and to visit. Atlanta’s strip clubs today are not allowed to sell alcohol. [5]

New Orleans should update and modernize its 40-year old regulations for strip clubs in the French Quarter. The
negative effects of strip clubs on quality of life are clear. In 2012, City Councilmember Kristin Palmer
specifically pointed to the number of strip clubs in the French Quarter as a justification for tightening the curfew
for minors in our city’s oldest neighborhood. On the 300 and 400 blocks of Bourbon Street, there are at least
seven strip clubs flanking the Royal Sonesta Hotel, and reportedly at least one convention rejected New Orleans
as a destination because strippers were visible from the sidewalk. [6],[7]

Mayor Mitch Landrieu has set a goal of attracting 13 million visitors annually to New Orleans by 2018. How
can New Orleans achieve such a goal without promoting a cleaner and more balanced brand that appeals to
more families, children, and ordinary people? It’s time for some common-sense restrictions on how close new
strip clubs could open near existing ones in the French Quarter. [§]

The need for a buffer from strip clubs is not a foreign concept under current New Orleans zoning rules. Outside
of the French Quarter, the New Orleans Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance prohibits strip clubs and nude
cabarets from opening within 1,000 feet of residences, churches, schools, and parks. The exposé of prostitution,
drug-related crimes, and lewd/improper acts at French Quarter strip clubs led to a temporary moratorium, but
city hall should strive for more substantial reforms. To revamp the worsening environment of the French
Quarter and to bolster the neighborhood’s livability, the city should permanently limit how close future strip
clubs can open near current ones.

If you want to help in cleaning up New Orleans and do not want to see any more strip clubs opening in the
French Quarter that ruin the image of the city, you can submit written comments to the Planning Commission
by 4:30 p.m. on Monday, February 15, (use cpcinfo@nola.gov and CC cdbonnett@nola.gov) and you can
also attend the public meeting that will be held on Tuesday, February 23rd at 1:30 p.m. in City Council
chambers.

William Khan

French Quarter resident

Sources:

[1] Moratorium on new strip clubs approved for French Quarter

http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2016/01/moratorium on new strip clubs.html




[2] “Why Does Portland Have so Many Strip Clubs?” http://priceonomics.com/why-does-portland-have-so-
many-strip-clubs/

[3] History and analysis of the 1977 Bourbon Street Task Force:
Richard Campanella, Bourbon Street: A History (2014), pp. 222-224, 238-239.
[4] The cleanup of Boston’s Clean Zone (one of the cities used by the 1977 Bourbon Street Task Force in

creating the Vieux Carre Entertainment District—Bourbon Street): http://www.bizjournals.com/boston/print-
edition/2013/03/08/new-projects-wipe-away-more-vestiges.html

[5] Atlanta’s ban on liquor in strip clubs: http://www.atlnightspots.com/alcohol-banned-in-fulton-county-strip-
clubs/

[6] City Councilmember Kristin Palmer NOLA.com Op-Ed which referred to the number of strip clubs in the
neighborhood as a justification for a harsher curfew for minors:
http://www.nola.com/opinions/index.ssf/2012/01/modified new_orleans curfew ne.html

[7] Strip clubs repelled at least one convention from selecting NOLA:
http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2014/09/bourbon street strip clubs cou.html

[8] Mayor Mitch Landrieu’s goal of 13 million visitors by 2018:
http://www.nola.com/business/index.ssf/2012/05/mayor mitch landrieu calls on.html

[9] Prostitution, drug crimes, and lewd/improper conduct at strip clubs:
http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2015/11/4 more bourbon street clubs bu.html

[10] History of violations at Bourbon Street strip clubs:
http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2015/11/in bourbon street sirip clubs.html




CPCinfo

From: William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu>

Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2016 10:54 AM

To: Leslie T. Alley; Dubravka Gilic; Paul Cramer; CPCinfo; Robert D. Rivers; nkindel@nola.gov;
Kenneth Butler; bdesrocher@nola.gov; Imassey@nola.gov

Cc: James A. Gray, Stacy S. Head; Susan G. Guidry; nramsey@nola.gov; LaToya Cantrell;

Jared C. Brossett; Jason R. Williams; Jason R. Williams; Jonathan T. Harris; Barbara L.
Keller; Catrina M. Simmons; Lauren R. Hotard; Carla D. Gendusa; Aaron A. Clark-Rizzio;
Katie D. Hunter-Lowrey; Connolly A. Reed; Clarence J. Williams III; Vanessa A. Spinazolg;
Tyler L. Gibson; Mary B. Cunningham; Leatrice Dupre; T. Gordon McLeod; Marilyn B.
Wood; Julius Feltus; Bryon Cornelison; John D. Pourciau; Anna N. Nguyen; Kara Y.
Johnson; Lena Stewart; Aylin A. Maklansky; Freddie King; Sandra G. Thomas; Miles L.
Granderson; CouncilDistrictD; Tanya D. Nettles-Evans; Domonique C. Dickerson; Peter C.
Waggonner; Erin C. Spears; Mary N. Fontenot-Smith; Maurice C. Baird; Maria M. Tio;
Brandon M. Oliver ;

Subject: Sad Statistical Facts and History of French Quarter Strip Clubs

After the one-year moratorium on new strip clubs expires, what’s next for the French Quarter and the image of
New Orleans? The French Quarter already has the nation’s highest concentration of strip clubs on a per capita
basis and per square mile. According to an urban research study, Portland, OR has the highest number of strip
clubs per capita in the country with nearly 9 strip clubs per 100,000 people. With approximately 4,000
residents, roughly 20 strip clubs, and an area of only 0.66 square miles, the French Quarter has 56 times more
strip clubs per capita than Portland (which is 220x larger in land area). The concentration of strip clubs in the
Vieux Carre on a per capita basis sadly rises whenever a resident of the French Quarter permanently leaves
because he or she cannot raise a family and enjoy a normal life in an increasingly unbalanced neighborhood.

Should new strip clubs or adult entertainment venues be allowed to proliferate in the Vieux Carre after the
moratorium ends? In contrast, new hotels, t-shirt shops, and food carts (other than Lucky Dog) are prohibited
from ever opening in the French Quarter. Why has city hall ignored or tolerated the harmful impacts of strip
clubs in New Orleans’ oldest neighborhood for decades?

In 1977, Mayor Moon Landrieu established the Bourbon Street Task Force with a blue-ribbon panel to study the
strip and suggest improvements. The panel visited the adult-entertainment districts of Boston’s “Combat Zone,”
New York City’s Times Square, and Atlanta’s red-light areas. Modeled on other cities but tailored to New
Orleans’ unique flavor, the Vieux Carre Entertainment District (otherwise known as Bourbon Street from
Iberville to St. Ann) was created shortly thereafter. At the time, Bourbon Street’s adult-entertainment venues
were not dominated by the out-of-town owned and corporate chains of strip clubs that currently line the strip.

From its outset, the Vieux Carre Entertainment District offered vaudeville, burlesque shows, and theatrical
glamour. The 1977 Bourbon Street Task Force’s permissive rules, which were intended to encourage the
street’s creativity and individuality, have been abused, leading to the present-day marketing of lap dances and
private champagne rooms. Since 1977, the cities that the task force considered as benchmarks for New Orleans
have reformed their respective adult-entertainment districts. Boston’s Combat Zone was transformed by civic
activists into a family-friendly and mixed-use district. New York City's clampdown on sexually-oriented
businesses in the 1990’s has been widely praised for launching the city’s revival, making it a more decent place
to live and to visit. Atlanta’s strip clubs today are not allowed to sell alcoho].

New Orleans should update and modernize its 40-year old regulations for strip clubs in the French Quarter. The
negative effects of strip clubs on quality of life are clear. In 2012, City Councilmember Kristin Palmer
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specifically pointed to the number of strip clubs in the French Quarter as a justification for tightening the curfew
for minors in our city’s oldest neighborhood. On the 300 and 400 blocks of Bourbon Street, there are at least
seven strip clubs flanking the Royal Sonesta Hotel, and reportedly at least one convention rejected New Orleans
as a destination because strippers were visible from the sidewalk.

Mayor Mitch Landrieu has set a goal of attracting 13 million visitors annually to New Orleans by 2018. How
can New Orleans achieve such a goal without promoting a cleaner and more balanced brand that appeals to
more families, children, and ordinary people? It's time for some common-sense restrictions on how close new
strip clubs could open near existing ones in the French Quarter.

The need for a buffer from strip clubs is not a foreign concept under current New Orleans zoning rules. Outside
of the French Quarter, the New Orleans Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance prohibits strip clubs and nude
cabarets from opening within 1,000 feet of residences, churches, schools, and parks. The exposé of prostitution,
drug-related crimes, and lewd/improper acts at French Quarter strip clubs led to a temporary moratorium, but
city hall should strive for more substantial reforms. To revamp the worsening environment of the French
Quarter and to bolster the neighborhood’s 11vab1hty, the city should permanently limit how close future strip
clubs can open near current ones.

William Khan
French Quarter resident and voter



From: William Khan (Resident, Voter, and Business Owner in the French Quarter with three family-
friendly establishments on Bourbon Street that neighbor or are located near strip clubs)

To: The New Orleans City Council and the City Planning Commission
RE: Regulating Strip Clubs in the French Quarter
January 30, 2016

The operational impact and negative effects of strip clubs in the French Quarter are poorly understood
and rarely examined methodically; why else would city zoning allow strip clubs to open door-to-door,
block-by-block, or facing one another in the French Quarter prior to the recently passed moratorium?

Let me share my perspective as a full-time French Quarter resident, voter, and business owner with
graduate degrees and coursework in law, business administration, real estate, and economics.

My Academic Qualifications and Perspective as a French Quarter Resident and Neighboring Business:

I hold a Juris Doctorate (Law) degree and a Master of Business Administration (MBA) from the
University of Texas at Austin. I graduated from the University of Pennsylvania with a B.A. in Economic
History and Public Policy. I have completed coursework in urban real estate and land use regulation at
Wharton, Tulane, the University of New Orleans, and the University of Texas at Austin.

My family’s businesses on the 200, 400, and 500 blocks of Bourbon Street are one of the few remaining
family-friendly and family-oriented establishments in the area. We have been in business at those
locations for more than 30 years. Because I live in the French Quarter and I walk along Iberville Street
and Bourbon Street every day to manage my family’s shops, I have a reality-based, relevant, and
ground-level perspective on the impact of strip clubs in the French Quarter. I feel the effects of strip
clubs daily as I walk to work and try to maintain a family-friendly establishment on Bourbon Street.

] want to raise my family here in the French Quarter, but the door-to-door and block-by-block
concentration of strip clubs has significant and negative spillover effects throughout the neighborhood.

Executive Summary: Strip clubs in the French Quarter are mostly clustered next to one another or near
each other, and they are concentrated on Bourbon Street and Iberville Street. When strip clubs are
allowed to open within feet of each other or even door-to-door (as current law permitted prior to the one-
year moratorium), this concentration of strip clubs generally creates negative operational,
environmental, and aesthetic effects—harmful externalities—for residents, visitors, pedestrians,
onlookers, locals, other types of businesses, and for their neighbors. Because of these negative effects,
strip clubs and other adult-oriented businesses tend to displace and eventually crowd out less-intensive
and more-benign types of establishments.

One constitutionally legal solution for the New Orleans City Council to combat the negative,
compounding effects of strip clubs in the French Quarter would be to enact a spacing requirement for
any new strip clubs in the Vieux Carre, which would limit how close a new strip club could open near to
existing ones. In the 1990s, New York City enacted a spacing requirement that effectively spread out
sexually-oriented businesses and reduced their concentration in saturated areas. The U.S. Supreme Court
approved the New York City requirement in 1998.

Page10f 8



Negative Operational Effects:

1) Strip clubs on Bourbon Street and in the French Quarter tend be closed between 7AM to 1PM.
When these businesses are closed during the morning time and just past noon, their closure and
non-activity tend to create a “dead zone” on the street during the daytime in which few
pedestrians walk nearby, vagrants congregate to fill the vacuum created by the lack of pedestrian
activity, traditional businesses suffer, and opportunities for crime and public disorder abound.

a.

b.

What do I mean by a “dead zone”? I mean an environment in which few pedestrians,
visitors, or passers-by walk on a street because few businesses are open at that time.
When there are too many strip clubs on a block, their closure during the daytime and the
resulting creation of a “dead zone” that deters customers from patronizing establishments
makes it harder for non-adult oriented businesses and neighborhood stores to succeed on
that block.

Once non-adult oriented businesses cannot survive on a block due to the negative effects
of nearby strip clubs, the presence of strip clubs nearby encourages other strip clubs to
cluster near each other and suffocate daytime life on that street.

Since strip clubs, bars, nightclubs, or other adult-oriented businesses collocate next to
each other or cluster nearby, they tend to crowd out and eventually displace businesses
that are low-margin, resident-oriented, and/or family-friendly.

2) In October 2015, agents with the Louisiana State Alcohol and Tobacco Control documented the
following illegal and illicit activities at several Bourbon Street strip clubs: prostitution, drug-
related offenses, lewd & improper acts.

a.

By the very nature of their operations and their business model to sell alcohol with nudity
and lap-dances, strip clubs arguably create breeding grounds for risky behavior to take
root and for patrons or employees to slide into illegal activities.

When strip clubs are concentrated and located next to one another, the illegal activities
that may occur at one strip club and the profits generated from such activity can create
competitive pressures for neighboring strip clubs to promote prostitution, drug sales, and
lewd conduct or risk losing business.

3) Since strip clubs displace businesses that derive their income during daytime hours and they
crowd out businesses that offer items/services which are more locally tied to New Orleans itself,
strip clubs could be considered a more intensive land use than an establishment such as a
museum or a barber shop.

4) Even when strip clubs do not allow criminal activities within their premises, researchers have
found that customers and employees of strip clubs tend to be magnets for crime.

a.

Studies have shown that sexually-oriented businesses attract “perfect” victims: cash-
carrying men predisposed to party and to drink. Especially when they have had a few
drinks, they may not be enthusiastic about calling the cops if they can help it.

Because customers of strip clubs are sometimes inebriated or focused on sexual activity,
they may attract prostitutes, pimps, drug-dealers, hustlers, or scam artists.

Some strip clubs stay open as late as SAM or just before dawn; coincidentally, loitering
of suspicious people (who may or may not be prostitutes, pimps, drug-dealers, or robbers)
and criminal incidents within the French Quarter tend to skyrocket at these times.
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5) Because strip clubs have a reinforcing, negative effect on the operating business hours of a street
(they are closed in the daytime until 1PM but open until 5AM), their effect on land-usage and
commercial/residential activity is significant and far-reaching.

a. Any resident who happens to live or walk near a strip club could inadvertently become
the victim of criminal predators who are targeting strip club customers and employees.

6) Strip clubs on Bourbon Street and Iberville Street tend to use outdoor solicitation, barkers,
spokespeople, and strippers, clogging a portion of the sidewalk and public right-of-way. The
outdoor solicitation by strip clubs intensify their land usage and negatively affect surrounding
businesses. : : : :

a. The sidewalks on Bourbon Street and Iberville Street are very narrow. When space on the
sidewalk is occupied by a Bourbon Street barker or stripper, it disrupts the flow of
pedestrians, delivery workers, residents, tourists, locals conducting business downtown
and sometimes forces people to walk on the street and share the road with cars to pass.

Negative Environmental Effects:

1) The number of strip clubs should be carefully calibrated. When there are too many strip clubs on
a block, the street begins to become imbalanced in terms of its orientation, amenities, and
commercial offerings. Simply put, strip clubs weaken efforts to diversify the retail environment
and options on Bourbon Street.

2) If the city wants to create a family-friendly or at least a family-neutral environment, allowing
strip clubs to open next to each other or near another harms public policy.

a. Quote from City Councilmember Kristin Palmer’s January 18% 2012 Opinion-Editorial
advocating a tighter curfew for minors in the French Quarter: “No other neighborhood in
the city, state or nation sized at .66 square miles, just 12 blocks wide, contains more than
350 alcohol beverage outlets, and includes adult entertainment establishments and
numerous strip clubs.”

3) The excess number of strip clubs on Bourbon Street constitute a visible portion of the 350+
alcohol beverage outlets in the French Quarter and particularly exemplify how the neighborhood
has become so imbalanced that it needs a tighter curfew for minors than other parts of the city.

Negative Visual/Aesthetic Effects:

1) Some of the Bourbon Street strip clubs are very aggressive about peddling their entertainers,
liquor, and sexual themes.

a. According to the French Quarter Management District, visiting families and convention
planners deciding whether to hold a meeting in New Orleans have complained about
scantily clad women and explicit posters visible from the sidewalk and the public right-
of-way.

b. Twalk on the 200 to 500 blocks of Bourbon Street everyday. I have heard barkers from
Bourbon Street strip clubs loudly yell the following things on the street and sidewalk in
earshot of families, children, and ordinary people:

1. “It’s ti**y time.”

1. “Come inside for cold beer and hot pu**y.”
. “Anything goes.”
iv. “We have chicks with big t*ts.”
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2) The lighting, signage, and outdoor advertising for strip clubs in the French Quarter are generally
intrusive, overbearing, and lurid. The exterior pictures of French Quarter strip clubs below speak
for themselves.

DIXIE DIVAS AND CHEZ JOEY (STRIP CLUB AT 608 IBERVILLE STREET)

e
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LARRY FLYNT’S HUSTLER CLUB (STRIP CLUB AT 225 BOURBON STREET)
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DEJA VU SHOWGIRLS (STRIP CLUB AT 226 BOURBON STREET)
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Conclusion: I have written my assessment on the impact and potential regulation of strip clubs in the
French Quarter trying to use an economics-based and land-use focused perspective. Moreover, as a
resident who loves the French Quarter and wishes to raise a family in the neighborhood, I am obligated
to provide my educated and relevant opinion on this important matter of public policy.

I have no malice toward strip clubs, but it is not an accident that strip clubs in the French Quarter tend to
concentrate and cluster along Bourbon Street and Iberville Street. I experience the negative effects that
flow from strip clubs opening next door to one another or near each other everyday.

As a French Quarter resident and business owner with establishments that happen to neighbor or be

located near strip clubs in the neighborhood, my opinion is that the concentration of strips clubs along

Bourbon Street and Iberville Street tend to exert significant harmful effects (i.e. negative externalities)
on residents, customers, other types of businesses, and the overall neighborhood.

When strip clubs are allowed to cluster, they generate negative operational, environmental, and aesthetic
effects; these effects tend to intensify as new strip clubs emerge. In fact, the negative externalities of
strip clubs tend to encourage other strip clubs to open up nearby, to displace non-adult oriented
businesses, and to promote riskier—perhaps illegal—activity.

For at least three decades (30 years), the city of New Orleans has allowed strip clubs to proliferate on
Bourbon Street and Iberville Street and to open very closely near existing strip clubs. The end results of
the city’s insufficient regulation of strip clubs in the French Quarter include: (1) a concentration and
clustering of strip clubs, (2) an economic/land-use configuration that is tilted toward adult-entertainment
and nighttime establishments, (3) the crowding out and displacement of businesses that are low-margin,
resident-oriented, and/or family-friendly, (4) a tighter curfew for minors in the French Quarter, (5) a less
favorable environment for families and a growing negative perception of the French Quarter, and (6) an
irreversible loss of residents.

An outright ban on new strip clubs in the French Quarter probably would not pass constitutional muster,
but there is a solution. The constitutional and legally permissible way to restrict new strip clubs from
opening in the French Quarter would be through a "spacing” requirement, which was successfully
employed in New York City. A spacing requirement that limited how close strip clubs could be to one
another and to houses of worship, homes, and day-care centers was effectively used by the New York
City Council in the 1990°s. In 1998, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld zoning regulations that prohibited
sex-oriented theaters, bookstores, massage parlors and dance clubs from operating within 500 feet of
homes, houses of worship, schools or each other.

It’s time for some common-sense and rationally-based limitations on how close new strip clubs can open
near existing ones. The city should prevent strip clubs from opening next to one another or near each
other by enacting a spacing requirement for strip clubs, which could restore some balance to the street,
revive daytime commerce in surrounding areas, and forestall the downward spiral that led to the
moratorium on French Quarter strip clubs in the first place.

William Khan (wkhan@utexas.edu)

Voter, Resident, and Entrepreneur in the French Quarter
JD/MBA Graduate of the University of Texas at Austin
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CPCinfo

From: William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu>

Sent: Monday, February 01, 2016 11:51 AM

To: Leslie T. Alley; Dubravka Gilic; Paul Cramer; CPCinfo; Robert D. Rivers; nkindel@nola.gov;
Kenneth Butler; bdesrocher@nola.gov; Imassey@nola.gov

Cc: James A. Gray; Stacy S. Head; Susan G. Guidry; nramsey@nola.gov; LaToya Cantrell;

Jared C. Brossett; Jason R. Williams; Jason R. Williams; Jonathan T. Harris; Barbara L.
Keller; Catrina M. Simmons; Lauren R. Hotard; Carla D. Gendusa; Aaron A. Clark-Rizzio;
Katie D. Hunter-Lowrey; Connolly A. Reed; Clarence J. Williams III; Vanessa A. Spinazola;
Tyler L. Gibson; Mary B. Cunningham; Leatrice Dupre; T. Gordon MclLeod; Marilyn B.
Wood; Julius Feltus; Bryon Cornelison; John D. Pourciau; Anna N. Nguyen; Kara Y.
Johnson; Lena Stewart; Aylin A. Maklansky; Freddie King; Sandra G. Thomas; Miles L.
Granderson; CouncilDistrictD; Tanya D. Nettles-Evans; Domonique C. Dickerson; Peter C.
Waggonner; Erin C. Spears; Mary N. Fontenot-Smith; Maurice C. Baird; Maria M. Tio;
bmoliver@nola.gob

Subject: Analysis of Strip Club Effects on French Quarter for City Planning Commission

Attachments: Regulating Strip Clubs in the French Quarter.pdf

Dear City Planning Commission:

On January 7th, the New Orleans City Council passed a motion directing the City Planning Commission to hold
a public hearing on strip clubs in the French Quarter within 60 days. The City Council motion to the City
Planning Commission to study this issue and establish regulations for str: 1p clubs has granted broad authority to
the CPC in proposing regulations for such venues.

Language from New Orleans City Council Motion M-16-21 (directing the CPC to analyze strip clubs in the
French Quarter and propose regulations):

"That in the process of studying and reviewing the Adult Live Performance Venue Interim Zoning District, the
City Planning Commission staff is directed and granted the flexibility to make all appropriate changes to the
proposed regulations and any existing corresponding regulations in the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance..."
http://cityofno.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=3&clip id=2251&meta_id=314277

To the City Planning Commission, I would like to propose a "spacing" requirement which would limit how
close future strip clubs in the French Quarter could be next to each other. A "spacing" requirement (like 500 ft),
which would grandfather in existing strip clubs but not allow new ones within 500 ft of existing ones, is likely
to pass constitutional muster, while I am not sure an outright ban (permanent or temporary) would be legal.

I have written a report and analysis of strip club effects on the French Quarter. It is attached in PDF format. My
analysis i1s grounded in economics, real estate, and public policy, and it buttresses the argument for further
regulating strip clubs in the French Quarter. I will be supplying a hard-copy version of my report to each City
Councilmember and the City Planning Commission.

The operational impact and negative effects of strip clubs in the French Quarter are poorly understood and
rarely examined methodically; why else would city zoning allow strip clubs to open door-to-door, block-by-
block, or facing one another in the French Quarter prior to the recently passed moratorium?

Let me share my perspective as a full-time French Quarter resident, voter, and business owner with graduate
degrees and coursework in law, business administration, real estate, and economics.



Respectfully,

William Khan
French Quarter business owner, resident, and voter



CPCinfo

From: William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu>

Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 9:38 AM

To: CPCinfo; Cameron D. Bonnett

Subject: The New Orleans Advocate: French Quarter strip clubs endanger New Orleans

The New Orleans Advocate: French Quarter strip clubs endanger New Orleans

After the one-year moratorium on new strip clubs expires, what’s next for the French Quarter and the image of
New Orleans? The French Quarter already has the nation’s highest concentration of strip clubs on a per capita
basis and per square mile. According to an urban research study, Portland, Oregon, has the highest number of
strip clubs per capita in the country with nearly nine strip clubs per 100,000 people. With approximately 4,000
residents, roughly 20 strip clubs and an area of only 0.66 square miles, the French Quarter has 56 times more
strip clubs per capita than Portland (which is 220 times larger in area). The concentration of strip clubs in the
Vieux Carre on a per capita basis sadly rises whenever a resident of the French Quarter permanently leaves
because he or she cannot raise a family and enjoy a normal life in an increasingly unbalanced neighborhood.

Should new strip clubs or adult entertainment venues be allowed to proliferate in the Vieux Carre after the
moratorium expires? In contrast, new hotels, T-shirt shops and food carts (other than Lucky Dog) are prohibited
from ever opening in the French Quarter. Why has city hall ignored or even tolerated the harmful impacts of
strip clubs in New Orleans’ oldest neighborhood for decades?

The negative effects of French Quarter strip clubs on quality of life are clear. In 2012, City Councilwoman
Kristin Palmer specifically pointed to the number of strip clubs in the French Quarter as a justification for
tightening the curfew for minors in our city’s oldest neighborhood. On the 300 and 400 blocks of Bourbon
Street, there are at least seven strip clubs facing or near the Royal Sonesta Hotel, and reportedly at least one
convention rejected New Orleans as a destination because strippers were visible from the sidewalk.

The door-to-door and block-by-block concentration of strip clubs in the French Quarter has significant and
negative spillover effects. It’s time for some common-sense restrictions on how close new strip clubs could
open near existing ones in the Vieux Carre.

The need for a buffer from strip clubs is not a foreign concept under current New Orleans zoning rules. Outside
of the French Quarter, the New Orleans Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance prohibits strip clubs, adult
entertainment venues and nude cabarets from opening within 1,000 feet of residences, churches, schools and
parks. The exposé of prostitution, drug-related crimes and lewd/improper acts at French Quarter strip clubs led
to a temporary moratorium, but City Hall should strive for a more permanent and substantial reform. To stop the
downward spiral of the French Quarter and to bolster the neighborhood’s livability, the city should limit how
close new strip clubs can open near existing ones.

William Khan
business owner
New Orleans

http://www.theneworleansadvocate.com/opinion/14847854-123/letters-strip-clubs-endanger-new-orleans




CPCinfo

From: William Khan <wkhan®@utexas.edu>

Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:05 PM

To: Robert D. Rivers; CPCinfo

Subject: Study on Reforming French Quarter Strip Clubs

"The strip-club moratorium is just a first step; much more needs to be done"

http://thelensnola.org/2016/01/14/the-strip-club-moratorium-is-just-a-first-step-much-more-needs-to-be-done/

While I applaud the City Council’s decision to pass a one-year moratorium on strip clubs in the French Quarter
and to commission a study by the City Planning Commission, City Hall should consider long-lasting and more
robust reforms.

Keep in mind that state authorities previously documented illegal drug sales, prostitution, and lewd conduct at
several strip clubs. Why are new strip clubs or adult entertainment venues still allowed to proliferate in the
Vieux Carre after the moratorium expires? In contrast, new hotels, food trucks, and T-shirt shops are prohibited
from ever opening in the French Quarter.

I want to continue raising my family here in the Quarter, but the door-to-door and block-by-block concentration
of strip clubs has significant and negative spillover effects throughout the neighborhood.

Strip clubs in the French Quarter are mostly clustered next to or near one another on Bourbon and Iberville
streets. On the 300 and 400 blocks of Bourbon Street alone, there are no fewer than seven strip clubs facing or
near the Royal Sonesta Hotel. When strip clubs are allowed to open within feet of each other or even door-to-
door (as current law permitted prior to the moratorium), the concentration has a blighting impact on residents,
visitors, businesses and the general environment.

As just one example of this negative impact, French Quarter strip clubs are usually closed between 7 a.m.and 1
p.m., creating a daytime “dead zone” in which pedestrians sidestep the area, businesses suffer and vagrants
congregate to fill the vacuum. Opportunities for crime and public disorder abound. The effect is metastatic; new
strip clubs and unsavory adult-oriented businesses spring up to fill the vacuum, displacing businesses that were
low-margin, resident-oriented, and/or family-friendly.

And of course what goes on inside clubs under pressure to offer greater thrills than neighboring strip clubs is as
deleterious as their impact on nearby non-adult businesses. A business model centered on competitive one-
upmanship and the use of nudity and lap dances to boost alcohol sales (or vice versa) creates a breeding ground
for risky personal behavior and outright criminality. In October 2015, agents with the state Office of Alcohol
and Tobacco Control documented the following illegal and illicit activities at several Bourbon Street strip clubs:
prostitution and drug-related offenses as well as lewd and improper acts.

When strip clubs are concentrated as they are on Bourbon Street, competitive pressure spreads and can intensify
the promotion of prostitution, drug sales, and lewd conduct from one to the next.

And even when strip clubs do not allow criminal activities on the premises, customers and employees tend to be
magnets for crime. Studies have shown that sex-oriented businesses attract “perfect” victims: cash-carrying men
predisposed to party and drink heavily. They attract prostitutes, pimps, drug-dealers, hustlers, and scam artists
— and because the victims are drunk, they may be incapable of summoning or cooperating with police. With
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some strip clubs open as late as 5 a.m., it’s no mere coincidence that French Quarter crime tends to skyrocket
shortly before dawn.

Nor is the negative impact of strip clubs limited to their patrons. Any resident who happens to live or walk near
a strip club becomes more susceptible to criminals preying on customers or haunting the daytime dead zone the
clubs create.

In a January 2012 editorial, City Councilmember Kristin Palmer, advocating a tighter curfew for minors in the
French Quarter,wrote: “No other neighborhood in the city, state or nation sized at .66 square miles, just 12
blocks wide, contains more than 350 alcohol beverage outlets, and includes adult entertainment establishments
and numerous strip clubs.”

That a neighborhood needs a special curfew for minors is, in and of itself, symptomatic of a grave imbalance in
that neighborhood’s business climate.

I'have no malice toward strip clubs in their proper place. But as a French Quarter resident with businesses
nearby, every day I experience the negative effects that flow from allowing strip clubs to cluster and open side
by side, as they have.

What to do? Obviously the strip club industry is not about to disappear. Strip clubs are part of the French
Quarter’s colorful fabric. But is it prudent public policy for the city to use blunt instruments like a harsher
curfew for minors in the French Quarter and stopgap measures such as a one-year moratorium without
addressing the underlying disease, the saturation of strip clubs?

The number of clubs and their conduct should be carefully calibrated. When there are too many strip clubs on a
block, the street begins to become imbalanced in terms of its orientation, amenities, and commercial offerings.
Simply put, strip clubs weaken efforts to diversify the options for retail and general tourism on Bourbon Street
and surrounding areas. If the city wants to create a family-friendly or at least a family-neutral environment,
allowing strip clubs to open next to or near each other subverts that goal.

An outright ban on new strip clubs in the French Quarter probably would not pass constitutional muster, but
there is a solution. The legally permissible alternative would be a “spacing” requirement — a strategy already
implemented successfully in New York City and upheld by the 1998 U.S. Supreme Court decision to reject a
challenge to zoning regulations that prohibit sex-oriented businesses from operating within 500 feet of homes,
houses of worship, schools — or each other.

It’s time for some common-sense and rationally-based limits on how close new strip clubs can open near
existing ones. A spacing requirement could restore some balance to the street, revive daytime commerce in
surrounding areas, and forestall the downward spiral that led to the moratorium on French Quarter strip clubs in
the first place.



CPCinfo

From: William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu>
Sent: Thursday, February 18, 2016 2:20 PM
To: CPCinfo; Cameron D. Bonnett; Robert D. Rivers; Leslie T. Alley; Andrew D. Kopplin;

rberni@nola.gov; Mitchell J. Landrieu; Mayor Mitchell J. Landrieu; Dubravka Gilic; Paul
Cramer; nkindel@nola.gov; Kenneth Butler; bdesrocher@nola.gov; Imassey@nola.gov
Subject: Attracting More Families for New Orleans Tourism and Reforming Bourbon Street

Dear New Orleans City Government Leadership:

One year ago, our city was blessed to hold the 2015 Grand Nationals event of the Worldwide Spirit Association,
a youth oriented organization that brings together cheerleaders and gymnasts from high schools, middle schools,
and recreational programs across the U.S.

The participants in the Worldwide Spirit Association were teenagers and children. The youths were
accompanied by their parents, respectable citizens, and responsible adults.

Some of the visitors from the Worldwide Spirit Association patronized my family-friendly businesses on
Bourbon Street. Our city wants to be a world-class city, but a world-class city should not have 56 more strip
clubs per capita in its historic district and main tourism asset than Portland, OR (the city with the nation's
largest number of strip clubs on a per capita basis).

I sometimes feel sorry for the disgraceful impression and image that the French Quarter, Bourbon Street, and
New Orleans presents to visiting families, children, and ordinary citizens.

Are you not concerned that the first and most prominent billboards which greet visitors to New Orleans on their
way downtown from the airport advertise Rick's Cabaret, Larry Flynt's Barely Legal club, and other Bourbon
Street strip clubs?

The door-to-door and block-by-block concentration of strip clubs in the French Quarter has significant and
negative spillover effects. It’s time for some common-sense restrictions on how close new strip clubs could
open near existing ones in the Vieux Carre.

I am a voter, resident, and business owner in the French Quarter. I was born and raised here, and I want my city
as well as the Vieux Carre to thrive. I hope to raise a young family in the French Quarter, but we can all agree
that parts of the French Quarter (especially the upper quarter and the 200-500 blocks of Bourbon Street) would
not be an appropriate place for children.

I have lived in cities such as Austin, Atlanta, Houston, and Dallas. I most recently visited San Antonio. These
are all "New South" cities that New Orleans aspires to be associated with and favorably compared to; none of
these cities have strip clubs (also known as adult cabarets and/or adult live performance venues) in their historic
districts and most well-known neighborhoods.

It's time for some limitations and restrictions on the strip clubs along Bourbon Street, which is the heart of our
city and fundamentally shapes New Orleans' reputation and image in the region, nation, and world.

A spacing reciuirement that limited how close strip clubs could be to one another and to houses of woréhip,

homes, and day-care centers was successfully employed by Mayor Rudy Giuliani in New York City. In 1998,

the U.S. Supreme Court upheld zoning regulations that prohibited sex-oriented theaters, bookstores, massage
1



parlors and dance clubs from operating within 500 feet of homes, houses of worship, schools or each other.

New York City's crackdown on sexually-oriented businesses has been praised as "one of the prime reasons for
the revival of the city in the sense that the city is a more decent place and a nicer place for people to visit."

We all know that New Orleans is the cultural capital of the U.S. and the world.

Let's clean up the French Quarter and New Orleans by adding some reasonable and long-overdue restrictions on
"adult use" and "adult live performance venue" establishments in the VCE (which is governed by Article 10 of
the CZO and Section 20.3.B Use Standards).

Respectfully submitted,

William Khan

Voter, Resident, and Entrepreneur in the French Quarter
JD/MBA Graduate of the University of Texas at Austin



CPCinfo

From: William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu>

Sent: Sunday, February 14, 2016 2:12 PM

To: CPCinfo; Cameron D. Bonnett

Cc: James Kelly; Robert D. Rivers; Leslie T. Alley; James A. Gray; Stacy S. Head; Susan G.

Guidry; nramsey@nola.gov; LaToya Cantrell; Jared C. Brossett; Jason R. Williams; Jason R.
Williams; Vanessa A. Spinazola; DistrictC; Andrew D. Kopplin; rberni@nola.gov; Mitchell
J. Landrieu; Mayor Mitchell J. Landrieu

Subjeét: ~ How Other Cities Regulate Strip Clubs and Nude Bars

As the City Planning Commission conducts its research, the following articles and sources about how other
cities regulate strip clubs and nude bars might be helpful.

There is a website and research database devoted to studying the negative effects of strip clubs:
http://secondaryeffectsresearch.com

"Cities use local laws to curb strip clubs"
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/nation/2008-03-13-strip-clubs N.htm

"Stripping Away: Will tighter rules make strip clubs safer, or extinct?"
http://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/stripping-away-will-tighter-rules-make-strip-clubs-safer-or-
extinet/Content?0id=1397490

Some interesting tidbits from the above articles:

1) Conditional use rules are ripe for lawsuits; any strip club operator who is denied can always argue that the
decision was arbitrary and capricious. Clear-cut rules, like a spacing requirement, are less vulnerable to
lawsuits.

2) Strip clubs can be dangerous for police officers and alcohol beverage control officials. The most effective
laws and enforceable regulations for strip clubs are designed to enable officers/regulators to walk in, make sure
things are being run properly, and walk out. ’

3) Strip clubs are magnets for crime: both inside and outside. They attract a lot of easy marks--men who will not
report crime because they don't want to admit where they've been or because they are under the influence of
alcohol/drugs--to a place where the business wants these entertainers to go into closed rooms behind closed
doors. The result is that both inside and outside the club there are a lot of ingredients for a regional crime node.

4) Despite the common perception that a woman can dance her way through school, many strippers report that
their jobs take over their lives. Long and late hours, fatigue, drug and alcohol problems, and out-of-town
bookings make it difficult to switch gears.

5) Strippers can be subjected to demeaning treatment by customers and club owners alike, ranging from insults
and requests for sex to stalking and assault. Enduring sexual violence is part of the job description. Women in
stripping are expected to endure these abuses, degradations, and humiliations with a smile and a ‘Thank You."

New Orleans should update and modernize its 40-year old regulations for strip clubs in the French Quarter. The
negative effects of strip clubs on quality of life are clear. In 2012, City Councilmember Kristin Palmer
specifically pointed to the number of strip clubs in the French Quarter as a justification for tightening the curfew
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for minors in our city’s oldest neighborhood. On the 300 and 400 blocks of Bourbon Street, there are at least
seven strip clubs flanking the Royal Sonesta Hotel, and reportedly at least one convention rejected New Orleans
as a destination because strippers were visible from the sidewalk.

William Khan

French Quarter resident and entreprenuer



CPCinfo

From: Fischer Gambino Metairie Road <landartllc@msn.com>
Sent: Friday, February 12, 2016 2:32 PM

To: CPCinfo

Cc: Bryan Drude

Subject: Strip Club Moratorium.

It has been brought to our attention that the current moratorium will be expiring.

We would like to voice our concern over this matter. However, | do not think | could have said it any
better than Mr William Khan expressed it in a recent letter to the French Quarter Advocates members.
| am attaching a copy of this letter for your consideration.

Laurie L Labruzzo

William Khan
Statistical facts and history of French Quarter strip clubs

After the one-year moratorium on new strip clubs expires, what's next for the French Quarter and the image of New
Orleans? The French Quarter already has the nation’s highest concentration of strip clubs on a per capita basis and per
square mile. According to an urban research study, Portland, OR has the highest number of strip clubs per capita in the
country with nearly 9 strip clubs per 100,000 people. With approximately 4,000 residents, roughly 20 strip clubs, and an
area of only 0.66 square miles, the French Quarter has 56 times more strip clubs per capita than Portland (which is 220x
larger in land area). The concentration of strip clubs in the Vieux Carre on a per capita basis sadly rises whenever a
resident of the French Quarter permanently leaves because he or she cannot raise a family and enjoy a normal life in an
increasingly unbalanced neighborhood.

Should new strip clubs or adult entertainment venues be allowed to proliferate in the Vieux Carre after the moratorium
ends? In contrast, new hotels, t-shirt shops, and food carts (other than Lucky Dog) are prohibited from ever opening in the
French Quarter. Why has city hall ignored or tolerated the harmful impacts of strip clubs in New Orleans’ oldest
neighborhood for decades?

In 1977, Mayor Moon Landrieu established the Bourbon Street Task Force with a blue-ribbon panel to study the strip and
suggest improvements. The panel visited the adult-entertainment districts of Boston’s “Combat Zone,” New York City’s
Times Square, and Atlanta’s red-light areas. Modeled on other cities but tailored to New Orleans’ unique flavor, the Vieux
Carre Entertainment District (otherwise known as Bourbon Street from Iberville to St. Ann) was created shortly thereafter.
At the time, Bourbon Street’s adult-entertainment venues were not dominated by the out-of-town owned and corporate
chains of strip clubs that currently line the strip.

From its outset, the Vieux Carre Entertainment District offered vaudeville, burlesque shows, and theatrical glamour. The
1977 Bourbon Street Task Force’s permissive rules, which were intended to encourage the street’s creativity and
individuality, have been abused, leading to the present-day marketing of lap dances and private champagne rooms. Since
1977, the cities that the task force considered as benchmarks for New Orleans have reformed their respective aduit-
entertainment districts. Boston’s Combat Zone was transformed by civic activists into a family-friendly and mixed-use
district. New York City's clampdown on sexually-oriented businesses in the 1990’s has been widely praised for launching
the city’s revival, making it a more decent place to live and to visit. Atlanta’s strip clubs today are not allowed to sell
alcohol.



New Orleans should update and modernize its 40-year old regulations for strip clubs in the French Quarter. The negative
effects of strip clubs on quality of life are clear. In 2012, City Councilmember Kristin Palmer specifically pointed to the
number of strip clubs in the French Quarter as a justification for tightening the curfew for minors in our city's oldest
neighborhood. On the 300 and 400 blocks of Bourbon Street, there are at least seven strip clubs flanking the Royal
Sonesta Hotel, and reportedly at least one convention rejected New Orleans as a destination because strippers were
visible from the sidewalk.

Mayor Mitch Landrieu has set a goal of attracting 13 million visitors annually to New Orleans by 2018. How can New
Orleans achieve such a goal without promoting a cleaner and more balanced brand that appeals to more families,
children, and ordinary people? It's time for some common-sense restrictions on how close new strip clubs could open near
existing ones in the French Quarter.

The need for a buffer from strip clubs is not a foreign concept under current New Orleans zoning rules. Outside of the
French Quarter, the New Orleans Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance prohibits strip clubs and nude cabarets from opening
within 1,000 feet of residences, churches, schools, and parks. The exposé of prostitution, drug-related crimes, and
lewd/improper acts at French Quarter strip clubs led to a temporary moratorium, but city hall should strive for more
substantial reforms. To revamp the worsening environment of the French Quarter and to bolster the neighborhood’s
livability, the city should permanently limit how close future strip clubs can open near current ones.

William Khan

Fischer-Gambino

637 Royal Street

New Orleans, LA 70430
504-524-9067
fisgam@aol.com
www.lightingneworleans.com




Sabine E. Lebailleux

From: Paul Cramer

Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 12:31 PM

To: Sabine E. Lebailleux; Cameron D. Bonnett

Subject: FW: Public Comments for CPC February 23rd Hearing on Strip Clubs

From: William Khan [mailto:wkhan@utexas.edu]

Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 12:17 PM

To: CPCinfo; Cameron D. Bonnett; Robert D. Rivers; Leslie T. Alley; Andrew D. Kopplin; rberni@nola.gov; Mitchell J.
Landrieu; Mayor Mitchell J. Landrieu; Dubravka Gilic; Paui Cramer; nkindel@nola.gov; Kenneth Butler;
bdesrocher@nola.gov; Imassey@nola.gov

Cc: James Kelly; James A. Gray; Stacy S. Head; Susan G. Guidry; nramsey@nola.gov; LaToya Cantrell; Jared C. Brossett;
Jason R. Williams; Jason R. Williams; Vanessa A. Spinazola; DistrictC; Robert Hjortsberg; Cassandra Sharpe; Rosemary
James; Patty Gay; janethoward@bgr.org; jparker@bgr.org; jschwartz@bgr.org; mkeating@bgr.org; Molly Davis;
aglovinsky@bgr.org; aglovinsky@yahoo.com; ccarmon@noma.org; jeffsadowtheadvocate@yahoo.com; bluckett@cox.net;
rsteeg@steeglaw.com; kbrownj@aol.com; cbmitchell@mitchellaplc.com; pamela@octaviaartgallery.com;
rduplessis@lasc.org; nmco1948@nmco.onmicrosoft.com; kwedberg@nocca.com; Robert Simmes;
mark@markgonzaleznola.com; mark@nola-law.com; M. BButler; ninaneivens@yahoo.com; Randi Kaufman;
gshotwelll@cox.net; marc.florman@gmail.com; madraisinface@yahoo.com; jim_eaton@me.com; brad benischek;
swieland@live.com; anne gisleson; Michele White; Rhonda Findley; butcher@tulane.edu; Matthew Thompson;
msjones2@my.uno.edu; mwawrzycki@rapliclaw.com; Arthur Cortner; yo4567@cox.net; Tyler Harwood;
Blakervh@aol.com; arts 4work; rogermartinpt@yahoo.com; di319dec@cox.net; taco king

Subject: Public Comments for CPC February 23rd Hearing on Strip Clubs

Dear City Planning Commission:

I am a French Quarter full-time resident, a homeowner in the French Quarter, an owner of businesses
neighboring strip clubs, and a young professional with graduate degrees in business and law. I feel and
experience the negative effects of strip clubs on quality of life everyday. More importantly, the saturation of
strip clubs in the French Quarter is starting to harm New Orleans tourism growth, and the city scores poorly
from visitor surveys on measures like cleanliness, family-friendliness, and personal safety.

Unfortunately, due to a scheduling conflict, I will not be able to attend the CPC's February 23rd hearing at 1:30
p-m. tomorrow on regulating strip clubs in the city.

In lieu of providing verbal comments, I am submitting written comments to be considered as my testimony and
personal statement at the public hearing.

Public Comments from William Khan (French Quarter resident, business owner, and Bourbon Street merchant):

I am a young professional, a homeowner, a full-time resident of the French Quarter, and I’d like to raise a
family in my neighborhood. I’m not typically involved in city planning matters, but I feel compelled to share
my perspective as a young professional based in the French Quarter with businesses that neighbor strip clubs.
I’'m not against strip clubs in general, but I think that the French Quarter has enough of them and the objective
for the City Planning Commission should be to limit the opening of new strip clubs.



1. Limiting new strip clubs from saturating the French Quarter should have been one of the city’s main
priorities.

I'would like to start off by putting the city’s permissive attitude toward French Quarter strip clubs in context.
After the one-year moratorium on strip clubs-expires, new strip clubs would be allowed to open in the French
Quarter. In contrast, new hotels, T-shirt shops and food carts (other than Lucky Dog) are prohibited from ever
opening in the French Quarter. Can someone tell me why new strip clubs are allowed to open in the French
Quarter but new hotels and food trucks aren’t? Where is city hall’s sense of priorities?

As aresident of the French Quarter and a neighboring business owner, I feel and see the negative effects of strip
clubs on quality of life everyday. When strip clubs are allowed to open within feet of each other or even door-
to-door (as current law permitted prior to the moratorium), the concentration of strip clubs has a blighting effect
on residents, visitors, businesses, and the general environment. ‘

And you don’t have to take my word for it.

If the French Quarter were its own city, it would have the nation’s highest concentration of strip clubs on a per
capita basis and per square mile, more than Portland, Oregon (the city with the nation’s highest number of strip
clubs per capita). The French Quarter has 56 times more strip clubs per capita than Portland (which is 220 times
larger in area).

In 2012, City Councilmember Kristin Palmer specifically pointed to the number of strip clubs in the French
Quarter as a justification for tightening the curfew for minors in our city’s oldest neighborhood.

This is what Councilmember Palmer representing the French Quarter said in 2012 and I quote: “No other
neighborhood in the city, state or nation sized at .66 square miles, just 12 blocks wide, contains more than 350
alcohol beverage outlets, and includes adult entertainment establishments and numerous strip clubs.”

http://www.nola.com/opinions/index.ssf/2012/01/modified new orleans curfew ne.html

On the 300 and 400 blocks of Bourbon Street, there are at least seven strip clubs facing or near the Royal
Sonesta Hotel, and reportedly at least one convention rejected New Orleans as a destination because strippers
were visible from the sidewalk.



2. Tourism growth in New Orleans is slowing alarmingly. and the city scores poorly with visitors on family-
friendliness, cleanliness, and public safety.

If you don’t think that the overabundance of strip clubs in the French Quarter has a negative effect on New
Orleans tourism, look at troubling statistics in New Orleans’ tourism numbers. In 2014 (the latest year for which
tourism statistics are available), New Orleans only saw a 2.6% increase in the number of tourists visiting the
city. The 2014 numbers show slower growth from 2013, when New Orleans had an increase of 3 percent from
the prior year. The growth rate of New Orleans tourism is slowing, and I would argue it is slowing because of
city’s low scores on cleanliness, family-friendliness, and safety.

Currently, the first and most prominent billboards that greet visitors to New Orleans on their way downtown
from the airport advertise Rick's Cabaret, Larry Flynt's Barely Legal club, and other Bourbon Street strip clubs.
Our city needs to present a better image of itself and its main attractions if New Orleans aspires to be a world-
class city and a world-class destination.

Mayor Mitch Landrieu has set a goal of 13 million visitors to New Orleans annually by the time of our city’s
300" anniversary in 2018. New Orleans is not going to hit this goal of 13 million visitors without cleaning up
our city’s image and attracting more business, cultural, and family visitors.

Why am I so concerned with this issue? Because this strip club study by the City Planning Commission is the
first city action in addressing the effects of French Quarter strip clubs in nearly 40 years.

3. Bourbon Street’s present day strip clubs—dominated by corporate chains and national companies—have
nothing to do with Bourbon Street’s heritage of vaudeville, burlesque, and theatrical flair.

Some people might say that the French Quarter is working or that Bourbon Street has always had strip clubs.
Well, the French Quarter is not working; the French Quarter is losing residents and families everyday, and the
downward spiral of the French Quarter is slowing the growth of tourism in New Orleans. As to the argument
that Bourbon Street has always had strip joints, today’s Bourbon Street is very different and a lot dirtier than the
Bourbon Street of yesteryear.

The strip clubs today have nothing to do with the heritage of Bourbon Street. Many of today’s French Quarter
strip clubs are branches of national and corporate chains with out of town owners. In the 1970’s, Bourbon
Street’s adult live performance venues focused on interesting and colorful specialties such as twirling
champagne glasses or burlesque. Forty years ago, a Times-Picayune editor described Bourbon Street’s venues
as glamorous, magical places with theatrical flair. I don’t think anyone could describe Bourbon Street in such
glowing terms today.

Bourbon Street’s present-day stn'b clubs are overly focused on lapdances and .private champagne rooms. Some

of them make obscene profits in obscene ways. Last October some of the newer strip clubs were cited by state

authorities for promoting prostitution, drug-related crimes, and lewd & improper acts. Today’s French Quarter
3



strip clubs are vastly different and more focused on sexually obscene material than Bourbon Street of the
1970’s.

I’m not calling for the closure of a single existing strip club. I am just asking for some common-sense and
reasonable rules for future strip clubs. If the French Quarter is our city’s treasure, there is no reason why new
strip clubs should be allowed to open next to or near existing strip clubs.

If most of us can agree that the French Quarter does not need any more strip clubs, the objective for the City
Planning Commission should be to design rules that are clear-cut, enforceable, and constitutional.

There are three options for the City Planning Commission to limit new strip clubs in the French Quarter: a
moratorium, the conditional use process, or a spacing requirement. While I would prefer an outright
moratorium, moratoriums on strip clubs have been successfully challenged under the First Amendment and I
don’t think anyone wants to expose our city to significant legal liability. Although the conditional use process
sounds good in theory, any conditions or denials imposed under a conditional use process are likely to be
challenged as arbitrary or a denial of due process. In this legal area, a conditional use rule is likely to be
toothless and powerless.

A spacing rule, which limits how close new strip clubs could open near existing ones, is the third option and in
my opinion the best way to regulate strip clubs.

A spacing requirement is constitutional and legally ironclad. The U.S. Supreme Court approved New York
City’s spacing requirement for sex-oriented businesses and rejected a challenge to zoning regulations that
prohibited sex-oriented businesses from opening within 500 feet of each other in 1998. A spacing requirement
is objective, impartial, well-defined, and transparent.

New York City’s clampdown on sexually-oriented businesses in the 1990’s has been widely praised for
launching the city’s revival, making it a more decent place to live and to visit.

4. We have a once in a generation opportunity to reform the French Quarter and to rehabilitate the image of
New Orleans.

New Orleans can still achieve Mayor Mitch Landrieu’s goal of 13 million visitors to New Orleans annually in
time for our city’s 300th anniversary. But it is going to take more business, cultural, and family visitors. It is
going to take a more balanced French Quarter. And it is going to take a better image for our city’s main tourist
asset and planning the right approach to regulating strip clubs in the French Quarter.



Putting some reasonable, long-overdue, and constitutionally acceptable restrictions on new strip clubs would be
a major step in pulling the French Quarter and Bourbon Street out of the gutter.

William Khan

French Quarter resident, entrepreneur, and homeowner



Sabine E. Lebailleux

From: James Kelly <jkelly@covenanthouse.org>

Sent: Wednesday, April 06, 2016 10:26 AM

To: Robert D. Rivers; Sabine E. Lebailleux

Subject: Fwd: Adult Live Entertainment Venues in the City of New Orleans
Bob and Sabine,

I wanted to share the following letter from the Bishop for the Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana that he sent out
today to all his pastors.

Please add to your on-line file.
Peace,

Jim

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: The Rev. Rob Courtney <rcourtney@stpauls-lakeview.org>

Date: Wed, Apr 6, 2016 at 10:01 AM

Subject: Fwd: Adult Live Entertainment Venues in the City of New Orleans
To: "jkelly@covenanthouse.org" <jkelly@covenanthouse.org>

Sent out to all clergy today.

God's blessings,

rob+
(504) 655-7756
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: The Bishop's Office <atownsend@edola.org>

Date: April 6, 2016 at 9:29:04 AM CDT

To: <rcourtney@stpauls-lakeview.org>

Subject: Adult Live Entertainment Venues in the City of New Orleans
Reply-To: <atownsend@edola.org>

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here




The Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana
A Message from the Rt. Rev. Morris K. Thompson, Jr.

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Please read the following email from the Rev. Rob Courtney. Please consider signing this
important petition.

Peace,

xl

The Rt. Rev. Morris K. Thompson, Jr.
Bishop of Louisiana

Bishop,

This current push and petition is about cleaning up Bourbon Street. It's about enforcement of
current laws, higher standards, and limits on future licensing for such clubs

in the Quarter/city. The city planning commission is doing a study now

with information to be considered in mid-April to early May by the council.

Please read the attached over. Also, here's a link to the online
petition: https://www.change.org/p/new-orleans-city-planning-commission-hearing-on-strip-

club-reqgulations.

For me, this is directly link to our baptismal promise to respect the
dignity of every human being, which means particularly an at-risk,
exploited population (especially youth) involved in the sex trade and
human trafficking.

I hope you'll consider sharing it over email with the clergy. Thanks
for considering! Let me know if you have questions.




God's blessings,
Rob+

The Rev. Rob Courtney

Rector

St. Paul's Episcopal Church & School
6249 Canal Boulevard

New Orleans, LA 70124

(504) 488-3749, ext. 122 (0)

(504) 655-7756 (c)

(504) 304-8315 (f)

rcourtney@stpauls-lakeview.org
www.facebook.com/rob.courtnhey
@FatherRobC

The Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana | 1623 Seventh St, New Orleans, LA 70115
| news@edola.org | www.edola.org

Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana, 1623 Seventh St, New Orleans, LA 70115

SafeUnsubscribe™ rcourtney@stpauls-lakeview.org

Forward this email | Update Profile | About our service provider

Sent by atownsend@edola.org in collaboration with

Try it free today

James R. Kelly

Executive Director

Covenant House

611 N. Rampart Street

Office: (504) 584 1102 Cell: (504) 975 0650




Opening Doors for Homeless Youth

Do something to help. Raise awareness.
Share our website with your friends: www.CovenantHouseNO.orq

Confidentiality Notice: This electronic mail transmission (and any attachments there to) is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain privileged and/OR confidential information belonging to the sender that is protected. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this transmission in error, please notify the sender immediately by e-mail and delete the original message.



Sabine E. Lebailleux

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu>

Friday, April 01, 2016 1:04 PM

DistrictC; Kara Y. Johnson; Jason R. Williams; LaToya Cantrell; Stacy S. Head;
nramsey@nola.gov; Vanessa A. Spinazola; Aaron A. Clark-Rizzio; CouncilDistrictD; Erin C.
Spears; George A. Guidry; Jonathan T. Harris; Mitchell J. Landrieu; Mayor Mitchell J.
Landrieu; Ryan F. Berni; Andrew D. Kopplin; CPCinfo; Cameron D. Bonnett; Robert D.
Rivers; Leslie T. Alley; James A. Gray; Susan G. Guidry; Jared C. Brossett; Jason R.
Williams; rberni@nola.gov; Sabine E. Lebailleux; KimCarver@gulfbank.com; brylskico;
Chad Pellerin; James Kelly; kreweoftruth@kreweoftruth.net; leehardyl0@yahoo.com;
Justice And Beyond; Pat46; Tour@tourneworleans.com; info@edenhousenola.org;
Imurphy@loyno.edu; modernslavery@loyno.edu; bfhjobs@aol.com;
damos@neworleansdreamcenter.org; cori.volunteer@yahoo.com;
bethahinman@msn.com; Fred Brister; swhenry@nofjc.org; jtaylor@nofjc.org;
sbrownwilkins@yahoo.com; bthibodeaux@nofjc.org; Naomi DUgar; New Orleans SART;
info@lacaht.org; jbruce@casaneworleans.org; khenry@casaneworleans.org;
tfranklin@casaneworleans.org; jsumter@casaneworleans.org;
jmccoy@casaneworleans.org; blopez@casaneworleans.org; bdill@casaneworleans.org;
mether@casaneworleans.org; msartisky@leh.org; ssimon7@tulane.edu; Tom Bilderback;
cathedral@arch-no.org; anita@frenchquarterumc.org; staugustinenola@bellsouth.net;
Denise Brister; Dennis Watson; blsoltis@cox.net; deborahc@celebrationchurch.org;
olivierhousehotel@yahoo.com; John S Hunter; Imbscgordon@bellsouth.net;
shfranklin@bellsouth.net; MTZIONRAY @aol.com; Christianch@bellsouth.net;
jessebilberry@mtpilgrim.org; Oil_71211@yahoo.com; hildaguillory@man.com;
lastatebaptistypd@gmail.com; chunte3@bellsouth.net; barrypayton@aol.com;
mmicle@mountcanaan.com; rbradleyl3@cox.net; melvinz@cox.net;
pastor@mt.zionfirstbaptist.com; Milton Ceasar; Fernanza Browngilmore; Calvin W; David
Crosby; fluter@franklinabc.com; wlloyd@franklinabc.com; gmack@franklinabc.com;
jthomas@franklinabc.com; syoung@franklinabc.com; ljohnson@franklinabc.com;
cccdean@aol.com; stevenroberts@cccnola.org; William Gayle; Travers Koerner;
deacon@cccnola.org; jarrettfollette@cccnola.org; btierney@cccnola.org;
lisawilkie@cccnola.org; carolbutcher@cccnola.org; Suzette Follette; Stephanie Martin;
lcumc@bellsouth.net; a.barriere@householdoffaithchurch.com; craig trentecosta;
jbonner@hnoc.org; dlewart@hotmail.com; Fcfontenot@aol.com; jporetto@hotmail.com;
phorjus@yahoo.com; Lisa Caire; mmferry@cox.net; cperrypa@bellsouth.net; Joy Mary;
mfcrouch@bellsouth.net; lehuck@bellsouth.net; minmanl@cbcworldwide.com; Lauren
LaBorde; Tigermen Den; Mark Gonzalez; Amy Connolly; Patrick Knudsen;
jolene@neworleansfilmsociety.org; ecizek@cox.net; Ronald Specht; Rosemary James
Loopholes and false arguments in strip club reform

Follow up
Flagged

Dear City Planning Commission and City Council:

After hearing different perspectives of communities impacted by French Quarter strip clubs, a general
consensus is emerging: new strip clubs should be prohibited from opening in the French Quarter.

The challenge is to formulate an enforceable law and zoning rule that could not be evaded by loopholes. The
city planning commission and city council should also be wary of false arguments raised by the strip club lobby.
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Here is one loophole that could be abused to evade a prohibition against new strip clubs.
Strip clubs generate their profits substantially from alcohol, liquor, and beer sales.

A strip club proprietor, seeking to open a new strip club, could try to evade the strip club prohibition or
conditional use process by applying for a bar occupational license. On paper, a strip club's occupational license
would be a "bar," but it could be operated as a strip club. It might be easy to evade the Department of Safety &
Permits for this zoning violation because Safety & Permits primarily operates during daytime and normal
business hours.

If the city planning commission and city council decide to institute a permanent moratorium on strip clubs in the
French Quarter, they should also consider a moratorium or conditional use process for new bars on Bourbon
Street. Otherwise, all of the city planning commission's and city council's hard work on strip club reform could
be undercut by strip club proprietors who apply for bar occupational licenses but intend to operate strip clubs.

One false argument raised by the strip club lobby is that a minimum size requirement or minimum square
footage requirement for strip clubs would discourage prostitution, drug dealing, human trafficking, and lewd &
improper conduct (these activities were all documented at Bourbon Street strip clubs).

John Kirkendoll of Penthouse Club has said that his establishment has "a 15,000 square-foot, four-story club,
huge dressing room, 200 lockers, a lot of support for the entertainers and the staff."

http://www.wdsu.com/news/local-news/new-orleans/new-orleans-considers-limits-regulations-on-french-
quarter-strip-clubs/38412554

Allowing mega strip clubs in the French Quarter would be catastrophic and would be more likely to encourage
prostitution, drug dealing, human trafficking, and lewd & improper conduct.

First, strip clubs are already poorly monitored by regulators, police, and alcohol beverage control officers;
larger strip clubs would allow for additional rooms, spaces, and hiding spots where illegal activities could take
place without detection.

Second, because larger strip clubs would offer more lapdance areas and champagne rooms (the profit centers for
adult entertainment), they would create bigger and more unregulated breeding grounds for risky behavior and
outright criminality.

Third, the strip clubs in the French Quarter already create a poor image of the neighborhood and the city. New
Orleans does not need mega strip clubs to further despoil our city's image; can you imagine the national and
international headlines that would mar New Orleans' reputation if greater criminal activity were encouraged at
mega strip clubs?

Fourth, if strip clubs negatively impact neighboring businesses, communities, and residents, allowing mega strip
clubs would intensify these effects.

Respectfully submitted,

William Khan



CPCinfo

From: William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu>

Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 3:38 PM

To: CPCinfo; Cameron D. Bonnett

Subject: Moratorium on new strip clubs in French Quarter advocated on Louisiana Voice

http://louisianavoice.com/2016/02/13/guest-columnist-calls-for-moratorium-on-new-strip-clubs-in-new-orleans-
french-quarter-following-louisiana-voice-story/

Guest columnist calls for moratorium on new strip clubs in New Orleans French Quarter following Louisiana
Voice story

Recently, LouisianaVoice ran a story concerning reported pressure on New Orleans strip clubs to make
contributions to political candidates. Following the meeting with club owners and their subsequent
contributions, a number of strip clubs were hit with surprise inspections by agents from the Office of Alcohol
and Tobacco Control. Several clubs lost liquor permits for violations including sales to minors, drugs and
prostitution. None of the clubs who made political contributions were visited in the French Quarter sweep by
ATC agents.

That story, however, did prompt the following contribution by guest columnist William Kahn. Kahn is a resident
of the French Quarter a voter and entrepreneur.

By William Khan

New Orleans should limit new strip clubs in the French Quarter

On Tuesday, February 23rd, 2016, the New Orleans City Planning Commission (CPC) is going to hold a public
hearing on strip clubs in the French Quarter. Pending the CPC study and proposed reforms, the New Orleans
City Council enacted a one-year temporary moratorium on strip clubs after Louisiana State Police and state
authorities documented illegal drug sales, prostitution, and lewd conduct at several strip clubs and a stripper
who worked at one of the Bourbon Street venues was brutally murdered by her pimp [1],[9],[10].

After the one-year moratorium on new strip clubs expires, what’s next for the French Quarter and the image of
New Orleans? The French Quarter already has the nation’s highest concentration of strip clubs on a per capita
basis and per square mile. According to an urban research study, Portland, OR is the city with the highest
number of strip clubs per capita in the country with nearly 9 strip clubs per 100,000 people. With approximately
4,000 residents, roughly 20 strip clubs, and an area of only 0.66 square miles, the French Quarter has 56 times
more strip clubs per capita than Portland (which is 220x larger in land area). The concentration of strip clubs in
the Vieux Carre on a per capita basis sadly rises whenever a resident of the French Quarter permanently leaves
because he or she cannot raise a family and enjoy a normal life in an increasingly unbalanced neighborhood [2].

Should new strip clubs or adult entertainment venues be allowed to proliferate in the Vieux Carre after the
moratorium ends? In contrast, new hotels, T-shirt shops, and food carts (other than Lucky Dog) are prohibited
from ever opening in the French Quarter. Why has city hall ignored or tolerated the harmful impacts of strip
clubs in New Orleans’ oldest neighborhood for decades?

In 1977, Mayor Moon Landrieu established the Bourbon Street Task Force with a blue-ribbon panel to study the
strip and suggest improvements. The panel visited the adult-entertainment districts of Boston’s “Combat Zone,”
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New York City’s Times Square, and Atlanta’s red-light areas. Modeled on other cities but tailored to New
Orleans’ unique flavor, the Vieux Carre Entertainment District (otherwise known as Bourbon Street from
Iberville to St. Ann) was created shortly thereafter. At the time, Bourbon Street’s adult-entertainment venues
were not dominated by the out-of-town owned and corporate chains of strip clubs that currently line the strip.

[3]

From its outset, the Vieux Carre Entertainment District offered vaudeville, burlesque shows, and theatrical
glamour. The 1977 Bourbon Street Task Force’s permissive rules, which were intended to encourage the
street’s creativity and individuality, have been abused, leading to the present-day marketing of lap dances and
private champagne rooms. Since 1977, the cities that the task force considered as benchmarks for New Orleans
have reformed their respective adult-entertainment districts. Boston’s Combat Zone was transformed by civic
activists into a family-friendly and mixed-use district. [4] New York City’s clampdown on sexually-oriented
businesses in the 1990’s has been widely praised for launching the city’s revival, making it a more decent place
to live and to visit. Atlanta’s strip clubs today are not allowed to sell alcohol. [5]

New Orleans should update and modernize its 40-year old regulations for strip clubs in the French Quarter. The
negative effects of strip clubs on quality of life are clear. In 2012, City Councilmember Kristin Palmer
specifically pointed to the number of strip clubs in the French Quarter as a justification for tightening the curfew
for minors in our city’s oldest neighborhood. On the 300 and 400 blocks of Bourbon Street, there are at least
seven strip clubs flanking the Royal Sonesta Hotel, and reportedly at least one convention rejected New Orleans
as a destination because strippers were visible from the sidewalk. [6],[7]

Mayor Mitch Landrieu has set a goal of attracting 13 million visitors annually to New Orleans by 2018. How
can New Orleans achieve such a goal without promoting a cleaner and more balanced brand that appeals to
more families, children, and ordinary people? It’s time for some common-sense restrictions on how close new
strip clubs could open near existing ones in the French Quarter. [8]

The need for a buffer from strip clubs is not a foreign concept under current New Orleans zoning rules. Outside
of the French Quarter, the New Orleans Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance prohibits strip clubs and nude
cabarets from opening within 1,000 feet of residences, churches, schools, and parks. The exposé of prostitution,
drug-related crimes, and lewd/improper acts at French Quarter strip clubs led to a temporary moratorium, but
city hall should strive for more substantial reforms. To revamp the worsening environment of the French
Quarter and to bolster the neighborhood’s livability, the city should permanently limit how close future strip
clubs can open near current ones.

If you want to help in cleaning up New Orleans and do not want to see any more strip clubs opening in the
French Quarter that ruin the image of the city, you can submit written comments to the Planning Commission
by 4:30 p.m. on Monday, February 15, (use cpcinfo@nola.gov and CC cdbonnett@nola.gov) and you can
also attend the public meeting that will be held on Tuesday, February 23rd at 1:30 p.m. in City Council
chambers.

William Khan

French Quarter resident

Sources:

[1] Moratorium on new strip clubs approved for French Quarter

http://www.nola.com/politics/index.sst/2016/01/moratorium_on_new_strip_clubs.html




[2] “Why Does Portland Have so Many Strip Clubs?” http://priceonomics.com/why-does-portland-have-so-
many-strip-clubs/

[3] History and analysis of the 1977 Bourbon Street Task Force:
Richard Campanella, Bourbon Street: A History (2014), pp. 222-224, 238-239.
[4] The cleanup of Boston’s Clean Zone (one of the cities used by the 1977 Bourbon Street Task Force in

creating the Vieux Carre Entertainment District—-Bourbon Street): http://www.bizjournals.com/boston/print-
edition/2013/03/08/new-projects-wipe-away-more-vestiges.html

[5] Atlanta’s ban on liquor in strip clubs: http://www.atlnightspots.com/alcohol-banned-in-fulton-county-strip-
clubs/

[6] City Councilmember Kristin Palmer NOLA.com Op-Ed which referred to the number of strip clubs in the
neighborhood as a justification for a harsher curfew for minors:
http://www.nola.com/opinions/index.ssf/2012/01/modified_new_orleans curfew_ne.html

[7] Strip clubs repelled at least one convention from selecting NOLA:
http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2014/09/bourbon street strip clubs cou.html

[8] Mayor Mitch Landrieu’s goal of 13 million visitors by 2018:
http://www.nola.com/business/index.ssf/2012/05/mayor_mitch _landrieu_calls_on.html

[9] Prostitution, drug crimes, and lewd/improper conduct at strip clubs:
http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2015/11/4_more_bourbon_street_clubs_bu.html

[10] History of violations at Bourbon Street strip clubs:
http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2015/11/in bourbon street strip clubs.html




Sabine E. Lebailleux

From: William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, March 16, 2016 9:15 AM
To: DistrictC; Kara Y. Johnson; Jason R. Williams; LaToya Cantrell; Stacy S. Head;

nramsey@nola.gov; Vanessa A. Spinazola; Aaron A. Clark-Rizzio; CouncilDistrictD; Erin C.
Spears; George A. Guidry; Jonathan T. Harris; Mitchell J. Landrieu; Mayor Mitchell J.
Landrieu; Ryan F. Berni; Andrew D. Kopplin; CPCinfo; Cameron D. Bonnett; Robert D.
Rivers; Leslie T. Alley; James A. Gray; Susan G. Guidry; Jared C. Brossett; Jason R.
Williams; rberni@nola.gov; Sabine E. Lebailleux

Subject: NOLA.com Article: For city's 300th anniversary, Bourbon Street needs limits
Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Letter to the editor: For city's 300th anniversary, Bourbon Street needs limits

http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2016/03/bourbon_street_strip_clubs.html

When other cities decide to clean up their adult entertainment districts, proponents of the status quo typically
defend their red-light districts by saying "it's not as bad as Bourbon Street." The main symbol and centerpiece
of Bourbon Street's debased and debauched image are strip clubs--not restaurants, not bars, and not even t-shirt
shops.

Recently, a broad and diverse coalition of social service groups, faith-based organizations, and residents urged
the City Planning Commission to limit the number of strip clubs in the French Quarter. What is astounding is
not how many parishioners, churches, and communities were represented at the meeting. What is remarkable is
the coalition’s general consensus that stressed how strippers are subjected to an inherently hazardous work
environment and how strip clubs degrade the reputation of Bourbon Street, the French Quarter, and New
Orleans.

I also found it ironic that Bourbon Street's strip club owners urged the City Planning Commission to include
them in the process, but then the strip club owners departed the hearing early as the Commission's process
began and communities impacted by strip clubs voiced their concerns.

Rather than face the human toll of how strip clubs negatively impact the community, representatives from
Bourbon Street’s strip clubs left the hearing after raising irrelevant issues like t-shirt shops. Maybe the next
target for strip club owners will be bars, which are more numerous than t-shirt shops and compete with strip
clubs for alcohol sales. The spokespeople for strip clubs failed to mention that today’s Bourbon Street strip
clubs, dominated by national and corporate chains, have nothing to do with the district’s elegant tradition of
theatrical entertainment, vaudeville, and burlesque.

Today, the first and most prominent billboards that greet visitors to New Orleans on their way downtown from
the airport advertise Rick's Cabaret, the Barely Legal club, and other Bourbon Street strip clubs. Our city should
present a better image of itself and its main attractions if New Orleans aspires to be a world-class city and a
world-class destination. In visitor surveys, New Orleans currently scores poorly on measures like cleanliness,
family-friendliness, and personal safety.

To attract 13 million visitors annually to New Orleans for its 300th anniversary, our city will need more family,
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children, business, international, and cultural visitors. A major step toward this ambitious goal is to enact a
permanent moratorium prohibiting new strip clubs from opening in the Vieux Carre.

William Khan



CPCinfo

From: William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu>
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 12:17 PM
To: CPCinfo; Cameron D. Bonnett; Robert D. Rivers; Leslie T. Alley; Andrew D. Kopplin;

rberni@nola.gov; Mitchell J. Landrieu; Mayor Mitchell J. Landrieu; Dubravka Gilic; Paul
Cramer; nkindel@nola.gov; Kenneth Butler; bdesrocher@nola.gov; Imassey@nola.gov

Cc: James Kelly; James A. Gray; Stacy S. Head; Susan G. Guidry; nramsey@nola.gov; LaToya
Cantrell; Jared C. Brossett; Jason R. Williams; Jason R. Williams; Vanessa A. Spinazola;
DistrictC; Robert Hjortsberg; Cassandra Sharpe; Rosemary James; Patty Gay;
janethoward@bgr.org; jparker@bgr.org; jschwartz@bgr.org; mkeating@bgr.org; Molly
Davis; aglovinsky@bgr.org; aglovinsky@yahoo.com; ccarmon@noma.org;
jeffsadowtheadvocate@yahoo.com; bluckett@cox.net; rsteeg@steeglaw.com;
kbrownj@aol.com; cbmitchell@mitchellaplc.com; pamela@octaviaartgallery.com;
rduplessis@lasc.org; nmco1948@nmco.onmicrosoft.com; kwedberg@nocca.com;
Robert Simms; mark@markgonzaleznola.com; mark@nola-law.com; M. BButler;
ninaneivens@yahoo.com; Randi Kaufman; gshotwelll@cox.net;
marc.florman@gmail.com; madraisinface@yahoo.com; jim_eaton@me.com; brad
benischek; swieland@live.com; anne gisleson; Michele White; Rhonda Findley;
butcher@tulane.edu; Matthew Thompson; msjones2@my.uno.edy;
mwawrzycki@rapllclaw.com; Arthur Cortner; yo4567 @cox.net; Tyler Harwood;
Blakervh@aol.com; arts 4work; rogermartinpt@yahoo.com; di319dec@cox.net; taco
king

Subject: Public Comments for CPC February 23rd Hearing on Strip Clubs

Dear City Planning Commission:

I am a French Quarter full-time resident, a homeowner in the French Quarter, an owner of businesses
neighboring strip clubs, and a young professional with graduate degrees in business and law. I feel and
experience the negative effects of strip clubs on quality of life everyday. More importantly, the saturation of
strip clubs in the French Quarter is starting to harm New Orleans tourism growth, and the city scores poorly
from visitor surveys on measures like cleanliness, family-friendliness, and personal safety.

Unfortunately, due to a scheduling conflict, I will not be able to attend the CPC's February 23rd hearing at 1:30
p.m. tomorrow on regulating strip clubs in the city.

In lieu of providing verbal comments, I am submitting written comments to be considered as my testimony and
personal statement at the public hearing.

Public Comments from William Khan (French Quarter resident, business owner, and Bourbon Street merchant):

I am a young professional, a homeowner, a full-time resident of the French Quarter, and I’d like to raise a
family in my neighborhood. I’'m not typically involved in city planning matters, but I feel compelled to share
my perspective as a young professional based in the French Quarter with businesses that neighbor strip clubs.
I’m not against strip clubs in general, but I think that the French Quarter has enough of them and the objective
for the City Planning Commission should be to limit the opening of new strip clubs.



1. Limiting new strip clubs from saturating the French Quarter should have been one of the city’s main
priorities.

I would like to start off by putting the city’s permissive attitude toward French Quarter strip clubs in context.
After the one-year moratorium on strip clubs expires, new strip clubs would be allowed to open in the French
Quarter. In contrast, new hotels, T-shirt shops and food carts (other than Lucky Dog) are prohibited from ever
opening in the French Quarter. Can someone tell me why new strip clubs are allowed to open in the French
Quarter but new hotels and food trucks aren’t? Where is city hall’s sense of priorities?

As aresident of the French Quarter and a neighboring business owner, I feel and see the negative effects of strip
clubs on quality of life everyday. When strip clubs are allowed to open within feet of each other or even door-
to-door (as current law permitted prior to the moratorium), the concentration of strip clubs has a blighting effect
on residents, visitors, businesses, and the general environment.

And you don’t have to take my word for it.

If the French Quarter were its own city, it would have the nation’s highest concentration of strip clubs on a per
capita basis and per square mile, more than Portland, Oregon (the city with the nation’s highest number of strip
clubs per capita). The French Quarter has 56 times more strip clubs per capita than Portland (which is 220 times
larger in area).

In 2012, City Councilmember Kristin Palmer specifically pointed to the number of strip clubs in the French
Quarter as a justification for tightening the curfew for minors in our city’s oldest neighborhood.

This is what Councilmember Palmer representing the French Quarter said in 2012 and I quote: “No other
neighborhood in the city, state or nation sized at .66 square miles, just 12 blocks wide, contains more than 350
alcohol beverage outlets, and includes adult entertainment establishments and numerous strip clubs.”

http://www.nola.com/opinions/index.ssf/2012/01/modified_new_orleans curfew_ne.html

On the 300 and 400 blocks of Bourbon Street, there are at least seven strip clubs facing or near the Royal
Sonesta Hotel, and reportedly at least one convention rejected New Orleans as a destination because strippers
were visible from the sidewalk.



2. Tourism growth in New Orleans is slowing alarmingly, and the city scores poorly with visitors on family-
friendliness, cleanliness, and public safety.

If you don’t think that the overabundance of strip clubs in the French Quarter has a negative effect on New
Orleans tourism, look at troubling statistics in New Orleans’ tourism numbers. In 2014 (the latest year for which
tourism statistics are available), New Orleans only saw a 2.6% increase in the number of tourists visiting the
city. The 2014 numbers show slower growth from 2013, when New Orleans had an increase of 3 percent from
the prior year. The growth rate of New Orleans tourism is slowing, and I would argue it is slowing because of
city’s low scores on cleanliness, family-friendliness, and safety.

Currently, the first and most prominent billboards that greet visitors to New Orleans on their way downtown
from the airport advertise Rick's Cabaret, Larry Flynt's Barely Legal club, and other Bourbon Street strip clubs.
Our city needs to present a better image of itself and its main attractions if New Orleans aspires to be a world-
class city and a world-class destination.

Mayor Mitch Landrieu has set a goal of 13 million visitors to New Orleans annually by the time of our city’s
300™ anniversary in 2018. New Orleans is not going to hit this goal of 13 million visitors without cleaning up
our city’s image and attracting more business, cultural, and family visitors.

Why am I so concerned with this issue? Because this strip club study by the City Planning Commission is the
first city action in addressing the effects of French Quarter strip clubs in nearly 40 years.

3. Bourbon Street’s present day strip clubs—dominated by corporate chains and national companies—have
nothing to do with Bourbon Street’s heritage of vaudeville, burlesque, and theatrical flair.

Some people might say that the French Quarter is working or that Bourbon Street has always had strip clubs.
Well, the French Quarter is not working; the French Quarter is losing residents and families everyday, and the
downward spiral of the French Quarter is slowing the growth of tourism in New Orleans. As to the argument
that Bourbon Street has always had strip joints, today’s Bourbon Street is very different and a lot dirtier than the
Bourbon Street of yesteryear.

The strip clubs today have nothing to do with the heritage of Bourbon Street. Many of today’s French Quarter
strip clubs are branches of national and corporate chains with out of town owners. In the 1970’s, Bourbon
Street’s adult live performance venues focused on interesting and colorful specialties such as twirling
champagne glasses or burlesque. Forty years ago, a Times-Picayune editor described Bourbon Street’s venues
as glamorous, magical places with theatrical flair. I don’t think anyone could describe Bourbon Street in such
glowing terms today.

Bourbon Street’s present-day strip clubs are overly focused on lapdances and private champagne rooms. Some

of them make obscene profits in obscene ways. Last October some of the newer strip clubs were cited by state

authorities for promoting prostitution, drug-related crimes, and lewd & improper acts. Today’s French Quarter
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strip clubs are vastly different and more focused on sexually obscene material than Bourbon Street of the
1970’s.

I’m not calling for the closure of a single existing strip club. I am just asking for some common-sense and
reasonable rules for future strip clubs. If the French Quarter is our city’s treasure, there is no reason why new
strip clubs should be allowed to open next to or near existing strip clubs.

If most of us can agree that the French Quarter does not need any more strip clubs, the objective for the City
Planning Commission should be to design rules that are clear-cut, enforceable, and constitutional.

There are three options for the City Planning Commission to limit new strip clubs in the French Quarter: a
moratorium, the conditional use process, or a spacing requirement. While I would prefer an outright
moratorium, moratoriums on strip clubs have been successfully challenged under the First Amendment and I
don’t think anyone wants to expose our city to significant legal liability. Although the conditional use process
sounds good in theory, any conditions or denials imposed under a conditional use process are likely to be
challenged as arbitrary or a denial of due process. In this legal area, a conditional use rule is likely to be
toothless and powerless.

A spacing rule, which limits how close new strip clubs could open near existing ones, is the third option and in
my opinion the best way to regulate strip clubs.

A spacing requirement is constitutional and legally ironclad. The U.S. Supreme Court approved New York
City’s spacing requirement for sex-oriented businesses and rejected a challenge to zoning regulations that
prohibited sex-oriented businesses from opening within 500 feet of each other in 1998. A spacing requirement
is objective, impartial, well-defined, and transparent.

New York City’s clampdown on sexually-oriented businesses in the 1990’s has been widely praised for
launching the city’s revival, making it a more decent place to live and to visit.

4. We have a once in a generation opportunity to reform the French Quarter and to rehabilitate the image of
New Orleans.

New Orleans can still achieve Mayor Mitch Landrieu’s goal of 13 million visitors to New Orleans annually in
time for our city’s 300th anniversary. But it is going to take more business, cultural, and family visitors. It is
going to take a more balanced French Quarter. And it is going to take a better image for our city’s main tourist
asset and planning the right approach to regulating strip clubs in the French Quarter.



Putting some reasonable, long-overdue, and constitutionally acceptable restrictions on new strip clubs would be
a major step in pulling the French Quarter and Bourbon Street out of the gutter.

William Khan

French Quarter resident, entrepreneur, and homeowner



CPCinfo

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Dear Planning Commission

Cassandra Sharpe <sharperealestate@me.com>

Monday, February 22, 2016 1:20 PM

William Khan

CPCinfo; Cameron D. Bonnett; Robert D. Rivers; Leslie T. Alley; Andrew D. Kopplin;
rberni@nola.gov; Mitchell J. Landrieu; Mayor Mitchell J. Landrieu; Dubravka Gilic; Paul
Cramer; nkindel@nola.gov; Kenneth Butler; bdesrocher@nola.gov; Imassey@nola.gov;
James Kelly; James A. Gray; Stacy S. Head; Susan G. Guidry; Nadine Ramsey; LaToya
Cantrell; Jared C. Brossett; Jason R. Williams; Jason R. Williams; Vanessa A. Spinazola;
DistrictC; Robert Hjortsberg; Rosemary James; Patty Gay; janethoward@bgr.org;
jparker@bgr.org; jschwartz@bgr.org; mkeating@bgr.org; Molly Davis;
aglovinsky@bgr.org; aglovinsky@yahoo.com; ccarmon@noma.org;
jeffsadowtheadvocate@yahoo.com; bluckett@cox.net; rsteeg@steeglaw.com; Kelly
Brown; cbmitchell@mitchellaplc.com; pamela@octaviaartgallery.com;
rduplessis@lasc.org; nmco1948@nmco.onmicrosoft.com; kwedberg@nocca.com;
Robert Simms; mark@markgonzaleznola.com; mark@nola-law.com; M. BButler;
ninaneivens@yahoo.com; Randi Kaufman; gshotwelll@cox.net;
marc.florman@gmail.com; madraisinface@yahoo.com; jim_eaton@me.com; brad
benischek; swieland@live.com; anne gisleson; Michele White; Rhonda Findley;
butcher@tulane.edu; Matthew Thompson; msjones2@my.uno.edy;
mwawrzycki@rapllclaw.com; Arthur Cortner; yo4567@cox.net; Tyler Harwood;
Blakervh@aol.com; arts 4work; rogermartinpt@yahoo.com; di319dec@cox.net; taco
king; Sal Pusateri; Ann & Jack Stewart Woodruff; Dan Macnamara

Re: Public Comments for CPC February 23rd Hearing on Strip Clubs

I am a property owner for twenty two years on Julia Street. I also lived in the
French Quarter for twenty years. I would have been there longer if crime had
not spiked and Bourbon Street would have had a net thrown over it. 1 agree with

Mr. Kahn one hundred percent.

I can see the ill effects of strip clubs and drinking. It gets to the point that vendors
don't want to do anything unless they can offer someone a drink, even if they

sell cupcakes. We are constantly fighting the liquor adult business in our downtown.
We want our downtown to be full of neighborhoods not joints.

We have to put the brakes on and Mr. Kahn describes doing that beautifully. So

I advise that you take his lead.

Best

Cassandra Sharpe

610 Julia

NOLA 70130

460-7829

On Feb 22, 2016, at 12:16 PM, William Khan wrote:



Dear City Planning Commission:

I am a French Quarter full-time resident, a homeowner in the French Quarter, an owner of businesses
neighboring strip clubs, and a young professional with graduate degrees in business and law. I feel and
experience the negative effects of strip clubs on quality of life everyday. More importantly, the saturation of
strip clubs in the French Quarter is starting to harm New Orleans tourism growth, and the city scores poorly
from visitor surveys on measures like cleanliness, family-friendliness, and personal safety.

Unfortunately, due to a scheduling conflict, I will not be able to attend the CPC's February 23rd hearing at 1:30
p.m. tomorrow on regulating strip clubs in the city.

In lieu of providing verbal comments, I am submitting written comments to be considered as my testimony and
personal statement at the public hearing.

Public Comments from William Khan (French Quarter resident, business owner, and Bourbon Street merchant):

I am a young professional, a homeowner, a full-time resident of the French Quarter, and I’d like to raise a
family in my neighborhood. I’'m not typically involved in city planning matters, but I feel compelled to share
my perspective as a young professional based in the French Quarter with businesses that neighbor strip clubs.
I’m not against strip clubs in general, but I think that the French Quarter has enough of them and the objective
for the City Planning Commission should be to limit the opening of new strip clubs.

1. Limiting new strip clubs from saturating the French Quarter should have been one of the city’s main
priorities.

I would like to start off by putting the city’s permissive attitude toward French Quarter strip clubs in context.
After the one-year moratorium on strip clubs expires, new strip clubs would be allowed to open in the French
Quarter. In contrast, new hotels, T-shirt shops and food carts (other than Lucky Dog) are prohibited from ever
opening in the French Quarter. Can someone tell me why new strip clubs are allowed to open in the French
Quarter but new hotels and food trucks aren’t? Where is city hall’s sense of priorities?

As a resident of the French Quarter and a neighboring business owner, I feel and see the negative effects of strip
clubs on quality of life everyday. When strip clubs are allowed to open within feet of each other or even door-
to-door (as current law permitted prior to the moratorium), the concentration of strip clubs has a blighting effect
on residents, visitors, businesses, and the general environment.

And you don’t have to take my word for it.



If the French Quarter were its own city, it would have the nation’s highest concentration of strip clubs on a per
capita basis and per square mile, more than Portland, Oregon (the city with the nation’s highest number of strip
clubs per capita). The French Quarter has 56 times more strip clubs per capita than Portland (which is 220 times
larger in area).

In 2012, City Councilmember Kristin Palmer specifically pointed to the number of strip clubs in the French
Quarter as a justification for tightening the curfew for minors in our city’s oldest neighborhood.

This is what Councilmember Palmer representing the French Quarter said in 2012 and I quote: “No other
neighborhood in the city, state or nation sized at .66 square miles, just 12 blocks wide, contains more than 350
alcohol beverage outlets, and includes adult entertainment establishments and numerous strip clubs.”

http://www.nola.com/opinions/index.ssf/2012/01/modified_new_orleans curfew_ne.html

On the 300 and 400 blocks of Bourbon Street, there are at least seven strip clubs facing or near the Royal
Sonesta Hotel, and reportedly at least one convention rejected New Orleans as a destination because strippers
were visible from the sidewalk.

2. Tourism growth in New Orleans is slowing alarmingly, and the city scores poorly with visitors on family-
friendliness, cleanliness, and public safety.

If you don’t think that the overabundance of strip clubs in the French Quarter has a negative effect on New
Orleans tourism, look at troubling statistics in New Orleans’ tourism numbers. In 2014 (the latest year for which
tourism statistics are available), New Orleans only saw a 2.6% increase in the number of tourists visiting the
city. The 2014 numbers show slower growth from 2013, when New Orleans had an increase of 3 percent from
the prior year. The growth rate of New Orleans tourism is slowing, and I would argue it is slowing because of
city’s low scores on cleanliness, family-friendliness, and safety.

Currently, the first and most prominent billboards that greet visitors to New Orleans on their way downtown
from the airport advertise Rick's Cabaret, Larry Flynt's Barely Legal club, and other Bourbon Street strip clubs.
Our city needs to present a better image of itself and its main attractions if New Orleans aspires to be a world-
class city and a world-class destination.

Mayor Mitch Landrieu has set a goal of 13 million visitors to New Orleans annually by the time of our city’s
300" anniversary in 2018. New Orleans is not going to hit this goal of 13 million visitors without cleaning up
our city’s image and attracting more business, cultural, and family visitors.

Why am I so concerned with this issue? Because this strip club study by the City Planning Commission is the
first city action in addressing the effects of French Quarter strip clubs in nearly 40 years.
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3. Bourbon Street’s present day strip clubs—dominated by corporate chains and national companies—have
nothing to do with Bourbon Street’s heritage of vaudeville, burlesque, and theatrical flair.

Some people might say that the French Quarter is working or that Bourbon Street has always had strip clubs.
Well, the French Quarter is not working; the French Quarter is losing residents and families everyday, and the
downward spiral of the French Quarter is slowing the growth of tourism in New Orleans. As to the argument
that Bourbon Street has always had strip joints, today’s Bourbon Street is very different and a lot dirtier than the
Bourbon Street of yesteryear.

The strip clubs today have nothing to do with the heritage of Bourbon Street. Many of today’s French Quarter
strip clubs are branches of national and corporate chains with out of town owners. In the 1970’s, Bourbon
Street’s adult live performance venues focused on interesting and colorful specialties such as twirling
champagne glasses or burlesque. Forty years ago, a Times-Picayune editor described Bourbon Street’s venues
as glamorous, magical places with theatrical flair. I don’t think anyone could describe Bourbon Street in such
glowing terms today.

Bourbon Street’s present-day strip clubs are overly focused on lapdances and private champagne rooms. Some
of them make obscene profits in obscene ways. Last October some of the newer strip clubs were cited by state
authorities for promoting prostitution, drug-related crimes, and lewd & improper acts. Today’s French Quarter
strip clubs are vastly different and more focused on sexually obscene material than Bourbon Street of the
1970’s.

I’m not calling for the closure of a single existing strip club. I am just asking for some common-sense and
reasonable rules for future strip clubs. If the French Quarter is our city’s treasure, there is no reason why new
strip clubs should be allowed to open next to or near existing strip clubs.

If most of us can agree that the French Quarter does not need any more strip clubs, the objective for the City
Planning Commission should be to design rules that are clear-cut, enforceable, and constitutional.

There are three options for the City Planning Commission to limit new strip clubs in the French Quarter: a
moratorium, the conditional use process, or a spacing requirement. While I would prefer an outright
moratorium, moratoriums on strip clubs have been successfully challenged under the First Amendment and I
don’t think anyone wants to expose our city to significant legal liability. Although the conditional use process
sounds good in theory, any conditions or denials imposed under a conditional use process are likely to be
challenged as arbitrary or a denial of due process. In this legal area, a conditional use rule is likely to be
toothless and powerless.

A spacing rule, which limits how close new strip clubs could open near existing ones, is the third option and in
my opinion the best way to regulate strip clubs.



A spacing requirement is constitutional and legally ironclad. The U.S. Supreme Court approved New York
City’s spacing requirement for sex-oriented businesses and rejected a challenge to zoning regulations that
prohibited sex-oriented businesses from opening within 500 feet of each other in 1998. A spacing requirement
is objective, impartial, well-defined, and transparent.

New York City’s clampdown on sexually-oriented businesses in the 1990’s has been widely praised for
launching the city’s revival, making it a more decent place to live and to visit.

4. We have a once in a generation opportunity to reform the French Quarter and to rehabilitate the image of
New Orleans.

New Orleans can still achieve Mayor Mitch Landrieu’s goal of 13 million visitors to New Orleans annually in
time for our city’s 300th anniversary. But it is going to take more business, cultural, and family visitors. It is
going to take a more balanced French Quarter. And it is going to take a better image for our city’s main tourist
asset and planning the right approach to regulating strip clubs in the French Quarter.

Putting some reasonable, long-overdue, and constitutionally acceptable restrictions on new strip clubs would be
a major step in pulling the French Quarter and Bourbon Street out of the gutter.

William Khan

French Quarter resident, entrepreneur, and homeowner



Sabine E. Lebailleux

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Dear Chad:

William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu>

Saturday, April 02, 2016 1:27 PM

Chad Pellerin

Jason R. Williams; LaToya Cantrell; Stacy S. Head; Vanessa A. Spinazola; Aaron A. Clark-
Rizzio; CouncilDistrictD; Erin C. Spears; George A. Guidry; Jonathan T. Harris; Mitchell J.
Landrieu; Mayor Mitchell J. Landrieu; Ryan F. Berni; Andrew D. Kopplin; CPCinfo;
Cameron D. Bonnett; Robert D. Rivers; Leslie T. Alley; James A. Gray; Susan G. Guidry;
Jared C. Brossett; Jason R. Williams; rberni@nola.gov; Sabine E. Lebailleux;
KimCarver@gulfbank.com; James Kelly; leehardyl0@yahoo.com; Justice And Beyond;
Pat46; Tour@tourneworleans.com; info@edenhousenola.org; Imurphy@loyno.edy;
modernslavery@loyno.edu; bfhjobs@aol.com; damos@neworleansdreamcenter.org;
cori.volunteer@yahoo.com; bethahinman@msn.com; Fred Brister; swhenry@nofjc.org;
jtaylor@nofjc.org; sbrownwilkins@yahoo.com; bthibodeaux@nofjc.org; Naomi DUgar;
New Orleans SART; info@lacaht.org; jbruce@casaneworleans.org;
khenry@casaneworleans.org; tfranklin@casaneworleans.org;
jsumter@casaneworleans.org; jmccoy@casaneworleans.org;
blopez@casaneworleans.org; bdill@casaneworleans.org; mether@casaneworleans.org;
msartisky@leh.org; ssimon7@tulane.edu; Tom Bilderback; cathedral@arch-no.org;
anita@frenchquarterumc.org; staugustinenola@bellsouth.net; Denise Brister; Dennis
Watson; blsoltis@cox.net; deborahc@celebrationchurch.org;
olivierhousehotel@yahoo.com; John S Hunter; Imbscgordon@bellsouth.net;
shfranklin@bellsouth.net; MTZIONRAY @aol.com; Christianch@bellsouth.net;
jessebilberry@mtpilgrim.org; Oil_71211@yahoo.com; hildaguillory@man.com;
lastatebaptistypd@gmail.com; chunte3@bellsouth.net; barrypayton@aol.com;
mmicle@mountcanaan.com; rbradleyl3@cox.net; melvinz@cox.net;
pastor@mt.zionfirstbaptist.com; Milton Ceasar; Fernanza Browngilmore; Calvin W; David
Crosby; fluter@franklinabc.com; wlloyd@franklinabc.com; gmack@franklinabc.com;
jthomas@franklinabc.com; syoung@franklinabc.com; ljohnson@franklinabc.com;
cccdean@aol.com; stevenroberts@cccnola.org; William Gayle; Travers Koerner;
deacon@cccnola.org; jarrettfollette@cccnola.org; btierney@cccnola.org;
lisawilkie@cccnola.org; carolbutcher@cccnola.org; Suzette Follette; Stephanie Martin;
lcumc@bellsouth.net; a.barriere@householdoffaithchurch.com; craig trentecosta;
jbonner@hnoc.org; dlewart@hotmail.com; Fcfontenot@aol.com; jporetto@hotmail.com;
phorjus@yahoo.com; Lisa Caire; mmferry@cox.net; cperrypa@bellsouth.net; Joy Mary;
mfcrouch@bellsouth.net; lehuck@bellsouth.net; minmanl@cbcworldwide.com; Lauren
LaBorde; Tigermen Den; Mark Gonzalez; Amy Connolly; Patrick Knudsen;
jolene@neworleansfilmsociety.org; ecizek@cox.net; Ronald Specht; Rosemary James;
Carolyn Dunn Goodwin; Rhonda Findley; Rhonda Findley; Lisa Shedlock; Meg Lousteau;
Susan Guillot; Carol Gniady; patatvcpora@gmail.com; info@vcpora.org OFFICE;
meglousteau@vcpora.org; French Quarter Citizens, Inc,; Barry J. Cooper, Jr.; stuart smith;
ssmith@sch-llc.com; Brian Furness; Nathan Chapman; jeff. morgan@cbp.dhs.gov; karen
sepko; Bob Simms; Ted Young

Re: Loopholes and false arguments in strip club reform

It is so important that you and your neighbors share your perspective and personal experiences with the City
Planning Commission (selebailleux(@nola.gov, CPCinfo@nola.gov), CM Williams, CM Head, and CM

Ramsey.




It is also important that you inform the City Planning Commission that a permanent moratorium on new strip
clubs in the French Quarter is not enough because strip club operators could get around the moratorium by
applying for bar licenses or other alcohol-related licenses.

Did you know that the proposed CZO (before it was amended by CM Ramsey) wanted to change the zoning
category for bars on Bourbon Street from "P" (Permitted) to "C" (Conditional)?

CM Ramsey eventually proposed an amendment to the CZO to designate bars as a Permitted Use instead of
Conditional Use, and the amendment passed.

But this shows that there was at least some motivation from either the CPC or the mayor's office to designate
bars on Bourbon Street as a Conditional Use in the CZO, and we should consider pushing for this change if we
want a comprehensive solution to the problem of strip clubs in the French Quarter.

William Khan

On Apr 2, 2016 8:45 AM, "Chad Pellerin" <chadpellerin69@gmail.com> wrote:

Thanks for putting this in perspective. The Vive New Orleans club at 735 Bourbon has no liquor license ( as we
are told by the state ABO office) but is permitted to offer set ups and alcohol is consumed

During shows from midnight to 4:30 am. The leader operates on an occupational license only. Here's another
loophole that the city's safety and permits and law department permits the club to operate. As soon as the leasee
obtains the liquor license, it will be transferred to a strip club operated by the national strip club, Vive. Our
neighbor's are disturbed from Wednesday through Sunday nights by extreme noise and aDJ on a loudspeaker.
The police do nothing.

Chad Pellerin

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 1, 2016, at 1:03 PM, William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu> wrote:

Dear City Planning Commission and City Council:

After hearing different perspectives of communities impacted by French Quarter strip clubs, a
general consensus is emerging: new strip clubs should be prohibited from opening in the French
Quarter.

The challenge is to formulate an enforceable law and zoning rule that could not be evaded by
loopholes. The city planning commission and city council should also be wary of false
arguments raised by the strip club lobby.

Here is one loophole that could be abused to evade a prohibition against new strip clubs.
Strip clubs generate their profits substantially from alcohol, liquor, and beer sales.

A strip club proprietor, seeking to open a new strip club, could try to evade the strip club
prohibition or conditional use process by applying for a bar occupational license. On paper, a
strip club's occupational license would be a "bar," but it could be operated as a strip club. It
might be easy to evade the Department of Safety & Permits for this zoning violation because
Safety & Permits primarily operates during daytime and normal business hours.

If the city planning commission and city council decide to institute a permanent moratorium on
strip clubs in the French Quarter, they should also consider a moratorium or conditional use
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process for new bars on Bourbon Street. Otherwise, all of the city planning commission's and
city council's hard work on strip club reform could be undercut by strip club proprietors who
apply for bar occupational licenses but intend to operate strip clubs.

One false argument raised by the strip club lobby is that a minimum size requirement or
minimum square footage requirement for strip clubs would discourage prostitution, drug dealing,
human trafficking, and lewd & improper conduct (these activities were all documented at
Bourbon Street strip clubs).

John Kirkendoll of Penthouse Club has said that his establishment has "a 15,000 square-foot,
four-story club, huge dressing room, 200 lockers, a lot of support for the entertainers and the
staff."

http://www.wdsu.com/news/local-news/new-orleans/new-orleans-considers-limits-regulations-
on-french-quarter-strip-clubs/38412554

Allowing mega strip clubs in the French Quarter would be catastrophic and would be more likely
to encourage prostitution, drug dealing, human trafficking, and lewd & improper conduct.

First, strip clubs are already poorly monitored by regulators, police, and alcohol beverage control
officers; larger strip clubs would allow for additional rooms, spaces, and hiding spots where
illegal activities could take place without detection.

Second, because larger strip clubs would offer more lapdance areas and champagne rooms (the
profit centers for adult entertainment), they would create bigger and more unregulated breeding
grounds for risky behavior and outright criminality.

Third, the strip clubs in the French Quarter already create a poor image of the neighborhood and
the city. New Orleans does not need mega strip clubs to further despoil our city's image; can you
imagine the national and international headlines that would mar New Orleans' reputation if
greater criminal activity were encouraged at mega strip clubs?

Fourth, if strip clubs negatively impact neighboring businesses, communities, and residents,
allowing mega strip clubs would intensify these effects.

Respectfully submitted,

William Khan



CPCinfo

From: William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu>

Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2016 10:54 AM

To: Leslie T. Alley; Dubravka Gilic; Paul Cramer; CPCinfo; Robert D. Rivers; nkindel@nola.gov;
Kenneth Butler; bdesrocher@nola.gov; Imassey@nola.gov

Cc: James A. Gray; Stacy S. Head; Susan G. Guidry; nramsey@nola.gov; LaToya Cantrell;

Jared C. Brossett; Jason R. Williams; Jason R. Williams; Jonathan T. Harris; Barbara L.
Keller; Catrina M. Simmons; Lauren R. Hotard; Carla D. Gendusa; Aaron A. Clark-Rizzio;
Katie D. Hunter-Lowrey; Connolly A. Reed; Clarence J. Williams III; Vanessa A. Spinazola;
Tyler L. Gibson; Mary B. Cunningham; Leatrice Dupre; T. Gordon McLeod; Marilyn B.
Wood; Julius Feltus; Bryon Cornelison; John D. Pourciau; Anna N. Nguyen; Kara Y.
Johnson; Lena Stewart; Aylin A. Maklansky; Freddie King; Sandra G. Thomas; Miles L.
Granderson; CouncilDistrictD; Tanya D. Nettles-Evans; Domonique C. Dickerson; Peter C.
Waggonner; Erin C. Spears; Mary N. Fontenot-Smith; Maurice C. Baird; Maria M. Tio;
Brandon M. Oliver

Subject: Sad Statistical Facts and History of French Quarter Strip Clubs

After the one-year moratorium on new strip clubs expires, what’s next for the French Quarter and the image of
New Orleans? The French Quarter already has the nation’s highest concentration of strip clubs on a per capita
basis and per square mile. According to an urban research study, Portland, OR has the highest number of strip
clubs per capita in the country with nearly 9 strip clubs per 100,000 people. With approximately 4,000
residents, roughly 20 strip clubs, and an area of only 0.66 square miles, the French Quarter has 56 times more
strip clubs per capita than Portland (which is 220x larger in land area). The concentration of strip clubs in the
Vieux Carre on a per capita basis sadly rises whenever a resident of the French Quarter permanently leaves
because he or she cannot raise a family and enjoy a normal life in an increasingly unbalanced neighborhood.

Should new strip clubs or adult entertainment venues be allowed to proliferate in the Vieux Carre after the
moratorium ends? In contrast, new hotels, t-shirt shops, and food carts (other than Lucky Dog) are prohibited
from ever opening in the French Quarter. Why has city hall ignored or tolerated the harmful impacts of strip
clubs in New Orleans’ oldest neighborhood for decades?

In 1977, Mayor Moon Landrieu established the Bourbon Street Task Force with a blue-ribbon panel to study the
strip and suggest improvements. The panel visited the adult-entertainment districts of Boston’s “Combat Zone,”
New York City’s Times Square, and Atlanta’s red-light areas. Modeled on other cities but tailored to New
Orleans’ unique flavor, the Vieux Carre Entertainment District (otherwise known as Bourbon Street from
Iberville to St. Ann) was created shortly thereafter. At the time, Bourbon Street’s adult-entertainment venues
were not dominated by the out-of-town owned and corporate chains of strip clubs that currently line the strip.

From its outset, the Vieux Carre Entertainment District offered vaudeville, burlesque shows, and theatrical
glamour. The 1977 Bourbon Street Task Force’s permissive rules, which were intended to encourage the
street’s creativity and individuality, have been abused, leading to the present-day marketing of lap dances and
private champagne rooms. Since 1977, the cities that the task force considered as benchmarks for New Orleans
have reformed their respective adult-entertainment districts. Boston’s Combat Zone was transformed by civic
activists into a family-friendly and mixed-use district. New York City's clampdown on sexually-oriented
businesses in the 1990’s has been widely praised for launching the city’s revival, making it a more decent place
to live and to visit. Atlanta’s strip clubs today are not allowed to sell alcohol.

New Orleans should update and modernize its 40-year old regulations for strip clubs in the French Quarter. The
negative effects of strip clubs on quality of life are clear. In 2012, City Councilmember Kristin Palmer
1



specifically pointed to the number of strip clubs in the French Quarter as a justification for tightening the curfew
for minors in our city’s oldest neighborhood. On the 300 and 400 blocks of Bourbon Street, there are at least
seven strip clubs flanking the Royal Sonesta Hotel, and reportedly at least one convention rejected New Orleans
as a destination because strippers were visible from the sidewalk.

Mayor Mitch Landrieu has set a goal of attracting 13 million visitors annually to New Orleans by 2018. How
can New Orleans achieve such a goal without promoting a cleaner and more balanced brand that appeals to
more families, children, and ordinary people? It's time for some common-sense restrictions on how close new
strip clubs could open near existing ones in the French Quarter.

The need for a buffer from strip clubs is not a foreign concept under current New Orleans zoning rules. Outside
of the French Quarter, the New Orleans Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance prohibits strip clubs and nude
cabarets from opening within 1,000 feet of residences, churches, schools, and parks. The exposé of prostitution,
drug-related crimes, and lewd/improper acts at French Quarter strip clubs led to a temporary moratorium, but
city hall should strive for more substantial reforms. To revamp the worsening environment of the French
Quarter and to bolster the neighborhood’s livability, the city should permanently limit how close future strip
clubs can open near current ones.

William Khan
French Quarter resident and voter



From: William Khan (Resident, Voter, and Business Owner in the French Quarter
with three family-friendly establishments on Bourbon Street that neighbor or are
located near strip clubs)

To: The New Orleans City Council and the City Planning Commission

RE: Statistical Facts and History of Strip Clubs in the French Quarter
February 11, 2016

On Tuesday, February 23rd, 2016, the New Orleans City Planning Commission
(CPC) is going to hold a public hearing on strip clubs in the French Quarter.
Pending the CPC study and proposed reforms, the New Orleans City Council
enacted a one-year temporary moratorium on strip clubs after Louisiana State
Police and state authorities documented illegal drug sales, prostitution, and lewd
conduct at several strip clubs and a stripper working at one of the Bourbon Street
venues was brutally murdered by her pimp.

After the one-year moratorium on new strip clubs expires, what’s next for the
French Quarter and the image of New Orleans? The French Quarter already has the
nation’s highest concentration of strip clubs on a per capita basis and per square
mile. According to an urban research study, Portland, OR is the city with the
highest number of strip clubs per capita in the country with nearly 9 strip clubs per
100,000 people. With approximately 4,000 residents, roughly 20 strip clubs, and an
area of only 0.66 square miles, the French Quarter has 56 times more strip clubs
per capita than Portland (which is 220x larger in land area). The concentration of
strip clubs in the Vieux Carre on a per capita basis sadly rises whenever a resident
of the French Quarter permanently leaves because he or she cannot raise a family
and enjoy a normal life in an increasingly unbalanced neighborhood.

Should new strip clubs or adult entertainment venues be allowed to proliferate in
the Vieux Carre after the moratorium ends? In contrast, new hotels, t-shirt shops,
and food carts (other than Lucky Dog) are prohibited from ever opening in the
French Quarter. Why has city hall ignored or tolerated the harmful impacts of strip
clubs in New Orleans’ oldest neighborhood for decades?

In 1977, Mayor Moon Landrieu established the Bourbon Street Task Force with a
blue-ribbon panel to study the strip and suggest improvements. The panel visited
the adult-entertainment districts of Boston’s “Combat Zone,” New York City’s
Times Square, and Atlanta’s red-light areas. Modeled on other cities but tailored to



New Orleans’ unique flavor, the Vieux Carre Entertainment District (otherwise
known as Bourbon Street from Iberville to St. Ann) was created shortly thereafter.
At the time, Bourbon Street’s adult-entertainment venues were not dominated by
the out-of-town owned and corporate chains of strip clubs that currently line the
strip.

From its outset, the Vieux Carre Entertainment District offered vaudeville,
burlesque shows, and theatrical glamour. The 1977 Bourbon Street Task Force’s
permissive rules, which were intended to encourage the street’s creativity and
individuality, have been abused, leading to the present-day marketing of lap dances
and private champagne rooms. Since 1977, the cities that the task force considered
as benchmarks for New Orleans have reformed their respective adult-entertainment
districts. Boston’s Combat Zone was transformed by civic activists into a family-
friendly and mixed-use district. New York City's clampdown on sexually-oriented
businesses in the 1990’s has been widely praised for launching the city’s revival,
making it a more decent place to live and to visit. Atlanta’s strip clubs today are
not allowed to sell alcohol.

New Orleans should update and modernize its 40-year old regulations for strip
clubs in the French Quarter. The negative effects of strip clubs on quality of life
are clear. In 2012, City Councilmember Kristin Palmer specifically pointed to the
number of strip clubs in the French Quarter as a justification for tightening the
curfew for minors in our city’s oldest neighborhood. On the 300 and 400 blocks of
Bourbon Street, there are at least seven strip clubs flanking the Royal Sonesta
Hotel, and reportedly at least one convention rejected New Orleans as a destination
because strippers were visible from the sidewalk.

Mayor Mitch Landrieu has set a goal of attracting 13 million visitors annually to
New Orleans by 2018. How can New Orleans achieve such a goal without
promoting a cleaner and more balanced brand that appeals to more families,
children, and ordinary people? It's time for some common-sense restrictions on
how close new strip clubs could open near existing ones in the French Quarter.

The need for a buffer from strip clubs is not a foreign concept under current New
Orleans zoning rules. Outside of the French Quarter, the New Orleans
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance prohibits strip clubs and nude cabarets from
opening within 1,000 feet of residences, churches, schools, and parks. The exposé
of prostitution, drug-related crimes, and lewd/improper acts at French Quarter strip
clubs led to a temporary moratorium, but city hall should strive for more
substantial reforms. To revamp the worsening environment of the French Quarter



and to bolster the neighborhood’s livability, the city should permanently limit how
close future strip clubs can open near current ones.

William Khan

French Quarter resident and Bourbon Street merchant



CPCinfo

From: William Khan <wkhan@utexas.edu>

Sent: Friday, February 12, 2016 9:33 AM

To: Cameron D. Bonnett

Cc: CPCinfo; Robert D. Rivers; Leslie T. Alley; James A. Gray; Stacy S. Head; Susan G. Guidry;

nramsey@nola.gov; LaToya Cantrell; Jared C. Brossett; Jason R. Williams; Jason R.
Williams; Vanessa A. Spinazola; DistrictC; Andrew D. Kopplin; rberni@nola.gov; Mitchell
J. Landrieu; Mayor Mitchell J. Landrieu

Subject: Statistics and Research for Adult Live Performance Venue Study

Dear Cameron:

As a full-time French Quarter resident, voter, and family-friendly business owner on Bourbon Street, I stopped
by City Hall yesterday, and I gave the City Planner on Duty seven (7) documents, research reports, and news
articles about strip clubs (adult live performance venues) in the French Quarter.

The City Planner on Duty told me that you are tasked with the City Planning Commission's Adult Live
Performance Venue study.

As one of the few young professionals in the French Quarter, I am passionate about this matter because I want
to continue raising my family here.

In my research report (titled "Statistical Facts and History of Strip Clubs in the French Quarter"), I included
several statistics, including a comparison of how the concentration of strip clubs in the French Quarter is far
greater than the entire city of Portland (the city with the greatest number of strip clubs on a per capita basis).

I am glad that regulating strip clubs in the French Quarter is finally a priority of city hall. Frankly, strip clubs in
our city's most historic neighborhood and tourism center should have been regulated and limited at least a
decade ago. When the city bans new hotels, new t-shirt shops, and new food carts (other than Lucky Dog) but
allows new strip clubs to open, you can see that the city has shown misplaced priorities in protecting the French
Quarter.

Statement 1: According to an urban research study, Portland, OR has the highest number of strip clubs per
capita in the country with nearly 9 strip clubs per 100,000 people.

Source: "Why Does Portland Have so Many Strip Clubs?"
http://priceonomics.com/why-does-portland-have-so-many-strip-clubs/

Statement 2: The cleanup of Boston's Clean Zone (one of the cities used by the 1977 Bourbon Street Task Force
in creating the Vieux Carre Entertainment District--Bourbon Street):
http://www.bizjournals.com/boston/print-edition/2013/03/08/new-projects-wipe-away-more-vestiges.html

Statement 3: City Councilmember Kristin Palmer NOLA.com Op-Ed which referred to the number of strip
clubs in the neighborhood as a justification for a harsher curfew for minors:
http://www.nola.com/opinions/index.ssf/2012/01/modified_new_orleans curfew_ne.html

Statement 4: Strip clubs repelled at least one convention from selecting NOLA
http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2014/09/bourbon_street_strip_clubs_cou.html

1



Statement 5: Mayor Mitch Landrieu's goal of 13 million visitors by 2018
http://www.nola.com/business/index.ssf/2012/05/mayor_mitch landrieu_calls_on.html

Statement 6: Prostitution, drug crimes, and lewd/improper conduct at strip clubs
http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2015/11/4 more bourbon street clubs bu.html

Statement 7: History of violations at Bourbon Street strip clubs
http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2015/11/in_bourbon_street strip_clubs.html

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Respectfully,
William Khan

French Quarter resident and business owner



CPCinfo

From: Chad Pellerin <chadpellerin69@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2016 1:43 PM

To: CPCinfo; DistrictC; Sandra G. Thomas; Earl Bernhardt; Earl Bernhardt
Subject: Strip club legislation

Kindly note my objection to additional strip clubs in the French Quarter Entertainment Zone. | live at 819 Orleans
Avenue and have been plagued with noise from the operations of Lucky Pierre's in the past and now the V-live New
Orleans club that is operating without a liquor license. That club is a nuisance to this residential neighborhood and my
neighbors almost call the police nightly. Because of the inclement weather | am not able to make this hearing today at
the city council. Please note my objections on behalf of myself and several neighbors on 800 block of Orleans avenue.
Many thanks. Chad Pellerin. 522-0880 (home phone).

Sent from my iPhone



CPCinfo

From: Fischer Gambino Metairie Road <landartllc@msn.com>
Sent: Friday, February 12, 2016 2:32 PM

To: CPCinfo

Cc: Bryan Drude

Subject: Strip Club Moratorium.

It has been brought to our attention that the current moratorium will be expiring.

We would like to voice our concern over this matter. However, | do not think | could have said it any
better than Mr William Khan expressed it in a recent letter to the French Quarter Advocates members.
| am attaching a copy of this letter for your consideration.

Laurie L Labruzzo

William Khan
Statistical facts and history of French Quarter strip clubs

After the one-year moratorium on new strip clubs expires, what's next for the French Quarter and the image of New
Orleans? The French Quarter already has the na