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Cannabis, Tobacco, and Nicotine Study

From Leah Bahr <l.marie.bahr@gmail.com>
Date Mon 4/6/2026 10:55 AM
To CPCINFO <CPCINFO@nola.gov>
Cc Rachael Berg <rberg@nola.gov>

Susan P. Johnson

Attachments6:09 AM (4 hours ago)

to
Hi,

Below are some suggested recommendations for written public comments on the creation of zoning
definitions/standards—primarily for medical cannabis sales. Please edit as desired.

Please forward your comment to the City Planning Commission by 5 p.m. today, April 6, for
consideration by the CPC Commissioners for the April 14, 2026, CPC hearing.

The preliminary staff report is attached.

Thanks,
Susan Johnson

TEMPLATE:

To:
cpcinfo@nola.gov
Cc:
rberg@nola.gov
Re:
Cannabis, Tobacco, and Nicotine Study
Message:

I support the creation of definitions and use standards in the CZO for cannabis, tobacco, and nicotine
sales.

For medical cannabis in particular, the City Planning Commission should adopt the following
recommendations:

(1) 1,000 ft distancing or buffer zones for daycare centers, K–12 schools and churches (where youth
programs are frequently held); and 500-1000 ft distancing from colleges and institutes of higher
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learning;
(2) strict limits on exterior signage;
(3) permitting in commercial zoning only; or permitting by conditional use only in residential and
mixed‑use neighborhoods;
(4) operational standards should establish limited hours (10-5, M-Sat.; closed on Sundays; no
drive‑throughs, and security guards patrolling both the interior and exterior of the outlet;
(5) outlet concentration should be avoided;
(6) all advertising should be appropriate to medical marijuana, not recreational, which is illegal in La.;
(7) data reporting is necessary, with an annual review upon renewal of the business license; and
(8) strict enforcement with graduated penalties.

 The Louisiana Dept. of Health should in addition be held strictly accountable for its oversight of the
medical marijuana program.

I request that the CPC include these considerations in their staff recommendations.

Thank you,  
Leah O'Donnell
1816 Hillary Street
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