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Maps (Figures 1 – 10) 

     

 

Figure 1. 1027, 1031, 1033-1035 Canal; 100-108 N. Rampart corner Canal (survey), 1831 

 

Figure 2. Robinson’s Atlas of the City of New Orleans, Louisiana, 1883 
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Figure 3. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1876 

 

Figure 4. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1885 
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Figure 5. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1896 

 
Figure 6. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1908 
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Figure 7. Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1940 

 

 
Figure 8. VCS Square 95 architectural ratings color-coded square map, 1965 
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Figure 9. VCS Square 95 bldg. materials color-coded square map, 1965 

 

Figure 10. City of New Orleans Property Viewer, 2024 
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Historic Building Images (Figures 11 – 18) 

 
Figure 11. 1000 block Canal (north side), 1872 

  

 

Figure 12. G. Pitard & Bro's Hardware 

House, 1894 

Figure 13. “Down Go the Buildings at Canal and Rampart Str(eet),” 1939 
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Figure 14. 

F.W. 

Woolworth 

Canal Street 

Elevation 

(Poor Quality 

Original), 

Jones, 

Roussle, and 

Olschner, 

1939 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 15. F.W. Woolworth Co., postcard, ca. 1940 
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Figure 17.  Canal St. Looking Towards River from Rampart St., 1958 

Figure 16. F.W. Woolworth Co., ca. 1950's 
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Figure 19. 100-108, 120 N. Rampart corner (1041) Canal, 2010 

Figure 18. F.W. Woolworth Company Co., pre-1969 (the HNOC has this photo listed as ca. 1970 but the 

renovation which truncated the tower and encapsulated the façade occurred in 1969) 
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Figure 20. "The Old Woolworth's store building is under going (sic) demolition at Canal And S. Rampart Streets in New Orleans," 

2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 21. “1031 Canal Street: Construction Has Started!” Rendering, Dec 27, 2018 
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Figure 22. General Inspection photo, City of New Orleans Department of Safety and Permits, May 29, 2019 

 

 

 

 

Figure 23. The Hard Rock New Orleans Hotel...partially collapsed Saturday morning" Scott Threlkeld, The Times-

Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate, October 13, 2019 
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General Information 

1031 Canal Street is a vacant lot in the Vieux Carre National and Canal Street Local Historic District, 

located on A-1/036 of Square 95 in Municipal District 2. The lot is bound by Canal Street, Burgundy Street, 

Iberville Street (late Custom House Street, name changed 1911), and N. Rampart Street. The Louisiana 

Historic Resource Inventory #36-00011of 2012, surveyed the 2-story ca. 1939 building, designed by the 

architectural firm Jones, Roussle, and Olschner,  which was present at that time; that structure was 

demolished in 2014.1 A multi-story new construction at this site, designed by Harry Baker Smith Architects 

in conjunction with Heaslip Engineering, was approved under building permit #13-43016-NEWC on July 

22, 2015.2 At 9:12 am on October 12, 2019, the partially constructed structure collapsed killing three 

construction workers, Jose Ponce Arreola, Anthony Magrette, and Quinnyon Wimberley, and injuring 

dozens more.  

Site Timeline3 

• 1816 - The first survey of this site was by J. Tanesse, referenced in the sale record dated 

November 18, 1816, between City Corporation and Nathan Morse  

• 1836 - Building contract (#11-180) between Greenbury Ridgely Stinger and Edward W. Sewell for 

“a three story brick dwelling house and three story back building on Canal St. bet. Burgundy and 

Rampart. 25’ wide and 46’ deep.” 

• 1939 – Nine buildings demolished to make way for the new F.W. Woolworth building, designed by 

Jones, Roussle, and Olschner 

• 1948 – Three-story addition designed by Jones and Roessle constructed at the corner of N. 

Rampart and Iberville Streets 

• 1969 – A renovation truncated the tower at the intersection of Canal and N. Rampart Streets, 

removed all art deco elements, and encapsulated the façade with masonry cladding 

• 1997 – Woolworth’s closed 

• 2003 – Application submitted for the renovation of the existing building and conceptual approval 

was granted by the HDLC 

• 2004 - Application submitted for the demolition of the building and construction of a new 

building; applicant requested deferral4 

• 2007 – Ownership changed to 1031 Canal, L.L.C. Chandra M. Kailas is listed as the registered agent 

and manager as per the State of Louisiana Secretary of State: Louisiana Business Filings5 

• 2008 - The Central Business District Architectural Review Committee (CBDARC) conducted a 

preliminary review of the new proposed design and recommended against the proposal 

• 2011 –  

o (March 3) A new design proposal applied for by Harry Baker Smith Architects6 

 
1 (Woolworth's 2012),  
2 (Building Permit: 1031 Canal Street 2015) 
3 A timeline of ownership information is attached as Attachments #1 and #2. Attachment #1 is excerpted from the 

Collins C. Diboll Vieux Carre Digital Survey. Attachment #2 is excerpted from the City of New Orleans Assessor’s 

Office. 
4 The Property Summary Report which was presented at that hearing is attached as Attachment #3 
5 A timeline of full ownership information is attached as Attachments #1 and #2. Attachment #1 is excerpted from 

the Collins C. Diboll Vieux Carre Digital Survey. Attachment #2 is excerpted from the City of New Orleans Assessor’s 

Office. 
6 The application is attached as Attachment #4 
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o (March 15) CBDARC reviewed the new design proposal and requested further revisions 

o (April 25) CBDARC reviewed the revised design and requested further revisions 

o (May 11) CBDARC reviewed the revised design and requested further revisions 

o (June 1) The Central Business District Historic District Landmarks Commission (CBDHDLC) 

voted on the demolition of the extant building and the appeal of the CBDARC’s 

recommendations regarding the new construction. The CBDHDLC failed to obtain a legal 

majority from the Commission, resulting in a lack of action taken on the application7 

o (June 14) The CBDARC reviewed the revised design and requested further revisions 

o (July 13) The Central Business District Historic District Landmarks Commission (CBDHDLC) 

voted on the demolition of the extant building and the appeal of the CBDARC’s 

recommendations regarding the new construction. The CBDHDLC failed to obtain a legal 

majority from the Commission, resulting in a lack of action taken on the application8 

o (July 14) Justin Schmidt, the attorney for the applicant, made an appeal to City Council 

regarding the CBDHDLC’s lack of action9  

o (August 4) City Council, in a 5-2 vote, overruled the CBDHDLC’s de facto denial of the 

proposal and approved the demolition of the existing building which allowed for the 

construction of a multi-story mixed use building10  

• 2013 – An application for a 17-story building designed by Harry Baker Smith Architects in 

conjunction with Heaslip Engineering submitted under building permit #13-43014-NEWC 

• 2014 – Demolition for the existing building approved under building permit #13-42933-

DEMO/#14-13048-HDLC 

• 2015 – New construction Permit #13-43014-NEWC issued by Zach Smith of the Department of 

Safety and Permits.11 

• 2017 –  

o (August 28) Ownership changed to 1615 E. Judge Perez, L.L.C. Chandra M. Kailas is listed 

as the officer as per the State of Louisiana Secretary of State: Louisiana Business Filings12 

o (August 28) Ownership changed to 9900 LFB, LLC, Indira Kailas is listed as the care/of 

address as per the State of Louisiana Secretary of State: Louisiana Business Filings13 

o (December 28) Ownership changed to1031 Canal, L.L.C. Chandra M. Kailas is listed as the 

registered agent and manager as per the State of Louisiana Secretary of State: Louisiana 

Business Filings14 

 
7 The Property Summary Report which was presented at that hearing is attached as Attachment #5. 

 Minutes from the  June 1, 2011 Central Business District Commission meeting attached as Attachment #6  
8 The Property Summary Report which was presented at that hearing is attached as Attachment #7. Minutes from 

the  July 13, 2011 Central Business District Commission meeting attached as Attachment #8 
9 Letter from Justin Schmidt to the Clerk of Council is attached as Attachment #9 
10 Motion No. M-11-346 is attached as Attachment #10 
11 Building permit #13-43014-NEWC is attached as Attachment #11 
12 A timeline of ownership information is attached as Attachments #1 and #2. Attachment #1 is excerpted from the 

Collins C. Diboll Vieux Carre Digital Survey. Attachment #2 is excerpted from the City of New Orleans Assessor’s 

Office. 
13 A timeline of ownership information is attached as Attachments #1 and #2. Attachment #1 is excerpted from the 

Collins C. Diboll Vieux Carre Digital Survey. Attachment #2 is excerpted from the City of New Orleans Assessor’s 

Office. 
14 A timeline of ownership information is attached as Attachments #1 and #2. Attachment #1 is excerpted from the 

Collins C. Diboll Vieux Carre Digital Survey. Attachment #2 is excerpted from the City of New Orleans Assessor’s 

Office. 
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• 2018 –Partnership between Kailas and Hard Rock was announced 

• 2019 - (October 19) The partially built 18-story structure collapsed, killing three workers and 

injuring dozens more 

• 2020 –  

o (April 8) The HDLC issued a Certificate of Appropriateness #20-23571-HDLC for demolition 

of the collapsed structure 

o (April 30) The Department of Safety and Permits issued permit #20-23571-DEMO for 

demolition of the collapsed structure 

• 2025 – (January 8, 2025) The site was nominated for study as a landmark by the Central Business 

District Historic District Landmarks Commission. 

 

Architectural Significance of the F.W. Woolworth Building15 

 

The F. W. Woolworth building, located at the comer of N. Rampart and Canal Street, was constructed 

in 1939 according to designs by the architecture firm of Jones, Roessle & Olschner. The two-story Art 

Deco style building replaced a group of nine, two and three-story nineteenth century buildings. A 

three-story addition to Woolworth’s was constructed at the corner of Rampart and Iberville Streets in 

1948 as per designs by Jones and Roessle. The original drawings and historic photographs 

demonstrate that the Art Deco building dramatically expressed its presence on the busy city corner 

through the implementation of a stepped, faceted tower. Fine details including metal casement 

windows, vegetal patterning above the windows and smooth terra cotta clearly established the 

Woolworth building as a significant icon of the machine age. 

 

Historical and Social Significance of the F.W. Woolworth Building16 

 

On September 9, 1960, seven members of the recently formed local chapter of CORE, the Congress of 

Racial Equality, staged a sit-in at the all-white counter of the Woolworth’s at the corner of Canal 

Street and N. Rampart Streets. The sit-in began at 10:30 in the morning and included five African 

American and two white participants. A.L. Colson, the Woolworth branch manager, ordered the area 

barricaded due to the large crowd of spectators that gathered. The CORE members, all students, were 

refused service including water. The forty uniformed policemen present did not interrupt the sit-in. 

Eventually, five hours after the sit-in began, all seven of the protestors were arrested and taken to jail 

on charges of criminal mischief that carried a maximum fine of $500 and up to a year in jail. 

 

The Woolworth’s lunch counter sit-in marked the first protest of such type staged in New Orleans and 

was followed the next day by picketing by members of the National Youth Council of the NAACP: 

“Dime store lunch counters were targeted for integration all across the country, the sting being that 

black patrons were welcome to spend their money in dime stores, and frequently did, but were 

allowed to eat only in designated areas. In New Orleans, as elsewhere, the method of protest was the 

sit-in, a notch up the aggression scale from pickets and protests.” (Times Picayune, 6/6/1993, A14) 

 

A sit-in at McCrory’s lunch counter located down the block from Woolworth’s was staged nine days 

later, September l8, 1960. The five young participants were students, including Oretha Castle Haley, 

then twenty years old. One white Tulane graduate student named Sydney Goldfinch was arrested and 

charged with criminal anarchy. Approximately one month later, on October 15, 1960, a second sit-in 

 
15 This section is from the HDLC report regarding the historical significance of the then extent structure, 2014   
16 This section is from the HDLC report regarding the historical significance of the then extent structure, 2014 
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was held at the Woolworth’s lunch counter. The second demonstration included five students, all 

African American students, but unlike the first attempt, was quicky dispersed. 

The lunch counter of Woolworth’s has since become a symbol of the New Orleans Civil Rights struggle 

and the bravery of many young people challenging institutionalized prejudice. After two years of sit-

ins, pickets and protests, over forty lunch counters in New Orleans were eventually desegregated, a 

remarkable achievement considering giant obstacles faced by the participants.   

 

When it came time for the Woolworth’s to finally close in 1997, several newspaper articles mentioned 

the store’s pivotal role in New Orleans Civil Rights movement and the memories of those who 

participated in, as well as witnessed the protests.  

 

Historical and Social Significance of the Collapsed Structure 

 

The cause of the collapse has been under investigation since the incident occurred, including 

questions surrounding the structural design and engineering, improper construction methods, and 

overall inadequate safety measures on site. The Occupational Safety and Health Administration 

(OSHA) issued violations against 11 of the contractors on the project and found that 81 beams “did 

not meet basic design code.”17 While the grand jury and District Attorney declined to indict anyone on 

criminal charges in 2023, civil legal proceedings are still underway. 135 lawsuits were filed by the 

families of the deceased and injured; named in the suits were “the project’s developers, 1031 Canal 

Development, LLC and Kailas Companies, LLC, both of which are owned and run by Mohan Kailas. 

General contractor Citadel Builders, Harry Baker Smith Architects and Heaslip Engineering.”18 Lawsuits 

were also filed by defendants against each other, with Citadel Builders suing 1031 Canal and 1031 

Canal suing the City of New Orleans.19 As of October 17, 2024, defendants requested a trial after 

negotiations “came to a standstill.”20  

 

The tragic event has had a lasting impact on the City; in September of 2021, District "C" 

Councilmember Kristin Gisleson Palmer presented an ordinance (Cal. No. 33,147) which required 

“independent inspections during the construction of buildings taller than 75 feet” or “for residential 

buildings over three floors high and commercial buildings there would be a requirement for physical 

observation.”21 A sweeping overhaul of the City’s Department of Safety and Permits occurred after 

inspectors were found to be falsifying reports not only in regards to the collapsed structure but to 

other sites in the City.22 

 

Beyond the legal and political ramifications, there was also the city-wide psychological toll caused by 

the fatal collapse of the structure. The city bore witness as rescuers searched for survivors and bodies 

and cranes dangled precariously from the ruins. The streets surrounding the structure were closed for 

more than a year and multiple businesses were forced to shut down.23 The full demolition of the 

structure took a year and a half.24 The Rampart Streetcar line was closed until May of 2024; the 

 
17 (Simerman 2020), (Hammer 2021) 
18 (Riegel, Four years ago, the Hard Rock Hotel collapsed. This week, the settlement talks begin. 2023) 
19 (Riegel, Four years ago, the Hard Rock Hotel collapsed. This week, the settlement talks begin. 2023) 
20 (Lowrey 2024) 
21 (Palmer, Councilmember Kristin Palmer Advances Legislation Requiring Independent Safety Inspections of 

Construction Sites in Response to Hard Rock Hotel Collapse 2021), (Palmer, Structural Peer Review Presentation 

2021), The Ordinance (as amended) is attached as Attachment #12 
22 (Sledge 2022), (Meyers 2024) 
23 (Riegel, An open wound: 5 years after Hard Rock collapse 2024) 
24 (Handley 2024) 
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sidewalks (as of December 2024) are still unusable.25 

 

All this pales, of course, in comparison to the impact felt by the families of the three men who were 

killed by the collapse of this building, Jose Ponce Arreola, Anthony Magrette, and Quinnyon 

Wimberley. The tragedy of this event cannot be overstated. As Frank Wimberly Jr, the brother of 

Quinnyon Wimberley, stated, “It’s an open wound.”26  

 

Building Description  

 

1031 Canal Street is a vacant lot. 

 

Statement of Significance and Staff Recommendation 

 

The Central 

Business District 

Historic District 

Landmarks 

Commission 

evaluates the 

significance of a 

structure based 

on the four 

criteria as 

established by 

Section 84.22 of 

the City Code, any 

one of which can 

make a building eligible for nomination.  

 

While this property is located in the Canal Street full control Local Historic District and any 

redevelopment would need to be approved by the Central Business District Historic District 

Landmarks Commission, the site overwhelmingly meets the criteria for landmark designation. The 

staff finds that the site meets the qualifications for study as a landmark under the first and second 

criteria in that it exemplifies or reflects the broad cultural, political, economic or social history of the 

nation, state, or community and is associated with important events in national, state, or local 

history. While the Woolworth’s building is now gone, for many New Orleanians, the memory of the 

protests which happened there are ever present. The lunch counter was, for many years, symbolic of 

the Civil Rights struggle, not in only in New Orleans, but all over the South, and stood as testament to 

the bravery of those who were willing to challenge institutionalized racism. The collapse of the Hard 

Rock Hotel is a more recent tragedy, and it’s hard to say what the effects on the psyche of the City will 

be moving forward.  For now, the current empty lot stands as a silent monument to the senseless 

deaths of three men, Jose Ponce Arreola, Anthony Magrette, and Quinnyon Wimberley, an 

uncomfortable and visceral reminder of the horrors of October 19, 2019.  

 

The staff recommends that the site be designated as a local landmark. 

 

 
25 (Handley 2024) 
26 (Riegel, An open wound: 5 years after Hard Rock collapse 2024) 



18 

Works Cited 

2015. Building Permit: 1031 Canal Street. Building Permit, Department of Safety and Permits, City of New 

Orleans, New Orleans: City of New Orleans. 
Hammer, David. 2021. "Report: Steel beams near top of Hard Rock 'underdesigned'." Times-Picayune, 

October 7: 1. 

Handley, Rachel. 2024. "5 years after Hard Rock collapse, recovery still in progress." WWLTV.Com, October 

12: https://www.wwltv.com/article/news/local/orleans/hard-rock-collapse/5-years-after-hard-

rock-collapse-recovery-still-in-progress-new-orleans/289-3f3337e2-886e-4e98-b588-

d57057d5ca41. 

Lowrey, Erin. 2024. "Hard Rock Hotel collapse victims request trial as settlement discussions lag." WDSU, 

October 17: https://www.wdsu.com/article/new-orleans-hard-rock-hotel-collapse-

discussions/62641412. 

Meyers, Ben. 2024. "N.O. Safety and Permits Department gets poor marks." The Times-Picayune, April 27: 

1. 

Palmer, Kristin Gisleson. 2021. Councilmember Kristin Palmer Advances Legislation Requiring Independent 

Safety Inspections of Construction Sites in Response to Hard Rock Hotel Collapse. News, City of 

New Orleans, New Orleans: New Orleans City Council. https://council.nola.gov/news/september-

2021/councilmember-kristin-palmer-advances-legislation/. 

—. 2021. "Structural Peer Review Presentation." Governmental Affairs Committee. New Orleans: New 

Orleans City Council. 

Riegel, Stephanie. 2023. "Four years ago, the Hard Rock Hotel collapsed. This week, the settlement talks 

begin." NOLA.COM, August 30: https://www.nola.com/news/business/hard-rock-collapse-case-

heads-to-mediation/article_4202c80c-46ba-11ee-b561-63108bb1a451.html. 

—. 2024. "An open wound: 5 years after Hard Rock collapse." The New Orleans Advocate, October 10: 1. 

Simerman, John. 2020. "Rift over Hard Rock Hotel demolition drags on; developer rips city in latest court 

filing." NOLA.com, April 21. 

Sledge, Matt. 2022. "Audit; Inspection shortfalls routine at time of Hard Rock collapse." The Orleans 

Advocate, October 20: 1. 

2012. Woolworth's. Louisiana Historic Resource Inventory, Department of Culture, Recreation, and 

Tourism, Office of Cultural Development , Baton Rouge: Louisiana Division of Historic 

Preservation. 

 

 

Figure Attribution 

Cover Image: Author’s Own, 2024 

Figure 1. 1027, 1031, 1033-1035 Canal; 100-108 N. Rampart corner Canal (survey); Date: 02/17/1831. 
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Figure 8. VCS Square 95 architectural ratings color-coded square map, 1965, Negative Number: 2-095-

002, The Historic New Orleans Collection. 

Figure 9. VCS Square 95 bldg. materials color-coded square map, 1965(?), Negative Number: 2-095-003 

The Historic New Orleans Collection 

Figure 10. City of New Orleans Property Viewer, https://property.nola.gov/ 
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The Historic New Orleans Collection  
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Figure 12. G. Pitard & Bro.'s. Hardware House, Canal Street (1031 Canal), 1894, Negative Number: N-
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Negative Number: N-1792, The New Orleans Item, January 4, 1939, p. 1. 
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HDLC physical files 

Figure 15. F.W. Woolworth, postcard, ca. 1940. https://www.pinterest.com/pin/143974519309239675/ 

Figure 16. F.W. Woolworth Co, ca. 1950's. https://www.pinterest.com/pin/352688214539199989/ 

Figure 17. Canal St. Looking Towards River from Rampart St., Leon Trice, 1958, City Archives, New 

Orleans Public Library  

Figure 18. F.W. Woolworth Company, Charles F. Weber, ca. 1970, The Historic New Orleans Collection 

Figure 19. 100-108, 120 N. Rampart corner (1041) Canal, John Watson Riley, 2010, Negative Number: 

2_095_nram_100-108_a, The Historic New Orleans Collection 

Figure 20. "The Old Woolworth's store building is under going (sic) demolition at Canal And S. Rampart 

Streets in New Orleans," Matthew Hinton, 2014, Advocate Staff Photo, www.nola.com 

Figure 21. “1031 Canal Street: Construction Has Started!” rendering, 1031 Canal.com, captured Dec 27, 

2018 https://web.archive.org/web/20181227124729/http://1031canal.com/ 

Figure 22. General Inspection 5-29-2019 20190529_125208_resized_1.jpg, 13-43016-NEWC, Department 

of Safety and Permits, City of New Orleans, May 29, 2019, Submitted by 210 STATE 07032014, Public 

Access 

Figure 23. “The Hard Rock New Orleans Hotel, which is under construction in downtown New Orleans, 

partially collapsed Saturday morning…” Scott Threlkeld, The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate, 

October 13, 2019 
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Minutes of the June 1, 2011 Central Business District Commission meeting 

The Central Business District Historic District Landmarks Commission held its regular 

meeting on June 1, 2011at 2:00 P.M. in the City Council Chamber, City Hall, 1300 

Perdido Street.     

 

The meeting was called to order at 2:10 p.m., by Mr. Amdal, Chairman 

 

Roll Call: 

James R. Amdal, Chairman- Present 

Henry Lambert- Present 

Hugo Kahn- Absent 

Kevin Kelly – Present 

Leslie Guthrie – Present 

Robert Williams – Absent 

Dorian M. Bennett, Vice Chairman – Absent 

Keith Twitchell  – Present 

John G. B. Boyd - Present 

Iran Thompson - Present 

 

There were seven members present constituting a quorum. 

 

I. Minutes of the May 4, 2011 meeting. 

Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion, seconded by Mr. 

Boyd, passed unanimously.   

 

II. New Business 

 

a.  843 Camp Street: Particular Council of the New Orleans Society of St. 

Vincent De Paul, owner; Rusty Wirth, applicant.  Proposal to construct 

storage building on property. 

 

The applicant requested lowering the roof pitch and using asphalt shingle 

as the roof material.  Mr. Perkins noted that the roof will not be visible from 

the public right of way, so the roof will not be under CBD HDLC jurisdiction.  

Mr. Perkins noted that lowering the roof pitch would not affect the ARC 

recommendations. 

 

Jean Bragg who resides at 600 Julia spoke against the proposal stating it is 

not appropriate in the context of the architecture of the surrounding 

buildings.   Ms. Bragg also noted that the owners do not maintain the 

existing building well, so she questions their commitment to maintain a 

new building. 

 

Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the proposal based on the ARC 

recommendations.  Mr. Twitchell seconded the motion. 

Attachment 6



Mr. Boyd stated the he made a site visit to the property and in his opinion, 

it is not well maintained.  Mr. Boyd noted that the owner has repeatedly 

done work without a Certificate of Appropriateness.  Mr. Boyd asked staff 

for recent actions of the owner.  Staff noted that a Stop Work was issued 

on the property, because the owners were replacing the awning on the 

left side of the building without a Certificate of Appropriateness.  A 

Certificate of Appropriateness was issued for the work to continue 

because it matched the existing awning.  Staff has worked with the 

owners to correct Demolition by Neglect issues.  The only outstanding issue 

is the treatment of the 4th floor window that covers a shower room.  For 

these reasons, Mr. Boyd stated he will not support the motion.  Mr. 

Thompson noted that he agreed with the statements of Mr. Boyd. 

 

Mr. Lambert stated that is not the role of the Commission to use the review 

processto punish applicants. 

 

The motion to approve the storage building based on ARC 

recommendations failed to obtain a legal majority, four to three with Mr. 

Boyd, Mr. Kelly, Mr. Amdal and Mr. Thompson against resulting in no action 

being taken on this application. 

 

b. 1031 Canal Street:  1031 Canal, LLC, owner; Harry Baker Smith Architects II, 

applicant.  Proposal to demolish existing building.  Revised proposal for 

construction of multi-story mixed use building.   

 

Mr. Perkins reviewed the process that the applicant and the ARC have 

gone through to come to the current design.  Mr. Perkins explained that 

Councilwoman Palmer requested that HDLC review the design before the 

height limit of the building is established. 

 

The applicant gave a presentation elaborating on his intentions for the 

proposed building and its economic impact on the city and that it will aid 

in the revitalization of this portion of Canal Street. 

 

It was noted that the building has 200 parking spaces in excess of what is 

required for the residents in order to provide parking for retail and the 

Saenger Theater. 

 

A member of French Quarter Citizens organization stated that the existing 

design does not meet the guidelines of the HDLC in that it is not visually 

compatible with the surrounding buildings that have a strong horizontal 

elements versus the verticality of the proposed building.  The other 

buildings also have decorative detailing that the proposed building lacks.  

The building is too tall, dense and that the design is not appropriate for this 

location. 

 



Meg Lousteau of Vieux Carre Property Owners, Residents & Associates Inc. 

(VCPORA) stated that she supports redevelopment of the site. However 

within the height limit of the Master Plan that was created to establish 

stability by providing the same rules for all properties and in order to avoid 

individual variances.  Ms. Lousteau noted that the City Planning 

Commission Report denied the height variance requested by the 

applicant. 

 

Ms. Carol Allen stated that her French Quarter organization is not in support 

of a project that does not comply with the existing zoning ordinances and 

recommendations of the Master Plan. 

 

A representative from the film industry stated that he is in favor of the 

project bringing more housing options to the city.  

 

Rod Miller of the New Orleans Business Alliance stated he was in support of 

the project because of the positive economic benefits it will bring to the 

city. 

 

Ross Van Cuso stated he was in support of bringing more positive 

development to the site in order to make the location a safer place be at 

night. 

 

Angela O’Byrne of Perez Architecture stated her office is a block away 

from the site on Burgundy and she is in favor of the proposed high density, 

height and design. 

 

Hank Smith of Harry Baker Smith Architects stated he supported the project 

as the project architect. 

 

Todd Higgins from Congregation of Racial Equality stated that the 

Woolworth Lunch Counter has significant historic importance in the Civil 

Rights movement and should be preserved.  The owner stated that he 

intends to incorporate the lunch counter into the interior design. 

 

The Developer of the neighboring Krauss development has 80% of the 

condominiums sold and 100% of the apartments leased. He is in full support 

of the project in order to further build a healthy community in this area of 

Canal Street. 

 

Zella May stated that she has had support of the project from New Orleans 

Athletic Center and many other neighbors on Canal Street. 

 

Mr. Lambert stated that a project like this will never make all parties happy.  

He stated that a shorter height would make it more sensitive to the site. 

 



Ms. Guthrie made a motion to approve the demolition of the existing 

building and conceptual approval of the design of the new construction.  

Mr. Lambert seconded the motion.   

 

Mr. Twitchell stated that it is the Commission responsibility to uphold the 

guidelines that state that new construction must be compatible with the 

surrounding buildings in scale, form, materials, fenestration, roof 

configuration, details and finishes and this is not compatible with the 

Saenger.   

 

The motion to approve the demolition of the existing building and 

conceptual approval of the design of the new construction failed to 

obtain a legal majority five to two with Mr. Twitchell and Mr. Kelly voting 

against resulting in no action being taken on this application. 

 

 

c. 820 Poydras Street: Drury Inn, owner; Williams Architects, applicants.  

Proposal for design approval of previously approved massing for 

construction of a new building. 

 

Mr. Twitchell made a motion to approve the proposal.  The motion, 

seconded by Mr. Boyd, passed unanimously. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 
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Minutes of the July 13, 2011 Central Business District Commission meeting 

The Central Business District Historic District Landmarks Commission held its regular 

meeting on July 13, 2011at 10:00 A.M. in the City Council Chamber, City Hall, 1300 

Perdido Street.     

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 p.m., by Mr. Amdal, Chairman 

 

Roll Call: 

James R. Amdal, Chairman- Present 

Henry Lambert- Absent 

Hugo Kahn- Present 

Kevin Kelly – Present 

Leslie Guthrie – Present 

Robert Williams – Present 

Dorian M. Bennett, Vice Chairman – Present 

Keith Twitchell  – Present 

John G. B. Boyd - Absent 

Iran Thompson - Present 

 

There were eight members present constituting a quorum. 

 

I. Minutes of the June 1, 2011 meeting. 

Mr. Bennett made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion, seconded by Mr. 

Williams, passed unanimously.   

 

II. New Business 

 

a.  201 Magazine Street: 201 Magazine, LLC, owner; Harry Baker Smith 

Architects II, applicant.  Proposal to construct a rooftop addition.   

 

Mr. Twitchell made a motion to approve the proposal based on the ARC 

recommendations.  The motion, seconded by Mr. Williams passed 

unanimously. 

  

b. 1031 Canal Street:  1031 Canal, LLC, owner; Harry Baker Smith Architects II, 

applicant.  Appeal of ARC recommendations regarding proposal for 

construction of multi-story mixed use building. 

 

The property owner Praveen Kailas indicated that he is willing to continue 

to work with the ARC of the HDLC to refine the design of the building.  But 

the overall size of the building is driven by economics.  He stated that the 

Iberville elevation maintains the height of the existing façade.  The height 

of the Canal Street elevation is 138’ which is equal to the Audubon 

building and the step back goes up to 211’.  Mr. Amdal reminded the 

applicant that despite being governed by the previous HDLC Rules, 

Policies, and Procedures, the ARC suggested building a three dimensional 
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physical massing model of the building illustrating its relationship to the 

adjacent blocks of buildings. 

 

The applicant explained that they had provided a digital 3D model.   

 

The owner stated he plans on having the lunch counter incorporated into 

a corner restaurant. 

 

The Commission discussed a bond being required as part of the approval 

of the building.  The bond would be sufficient amount to construct a 

replacement building on the site in order to prevent the site becoming a 

vacant lot after demolition of the existing building.  The Commission also 

discussed the applicant showing proof of financing prior to demolition.  The 

owner indicated that he would have no objection to waiting until design 

drawings and funding are in place to demolish the existing building.   

 

Brad Vogle, representing the National Trust for Historic Preservation, stated 

that the French Quarter is the Crown Jewel of the city and this is a sensitive 

site.  The sight must fit within the surrounding context.  The site needs a 

building with a design that will be worth saving in 100 years. 

 

Ross Mancuso of Canal Now stated his support of the project as proposed. 

 

Pres Kabacoff, developer in New Orleans, stated his support of the project 

as proposed. 

 

Joey Leone, property owner in the French Quarter, stated his support of 

the project. 

 

Zella Mae of Canal Now urged the Commission to approve the project. 

 

Sandra Stokes of Foundation for Historic Louisiana spoke against the design 

stating it is not compatible with the surrounding district. 

 

Michelle Kimball of the Preservation Resource Center spoke against the 

design in its relationship to the rest of the buildings on Canal Street 

 

Carol Allen of Vieux Carre Property Owners, Residents, Property Owners, 

Residents & Associates, Inc. spoke against the project. 

 

Sue Streckfus resident of 1021 Royal Street spoke against the project. 

 

Meg Lousteau of Vieux Carre Property Owners, Residents, Property Owners, 

Residents & Associates, Inc. opposed the project as not being visually 

compatible with the surrounding context. 

 

Lloyd Huck property owner on South Rampart Street stated his support of 

the project. 



 

William Borah of Smart Growth Louisiana spoke against the design of the 

project. 

 

Brian Furness of the French Quarter Citizens group spoke against the 

project stating it should relate to the Saenger and be consistent with the 

master plan in massing and height. 

 

Robert Simms, a French Quarter resident, spoke in support of the project. 

 

Leo Watermeyer of 812 N. Rampart Street spoke in favor of developing the 

site, but the proposed building is not appropriate. 

 

Harry Baker Smith, the project architect, stated that height of the building 

would be 205’ and no higher than the Ritz. 

 

Mr. Williams stated he thought the design could be more harmonious with 

the surroundings. 

 

Mr. Kahn made a motion to approve the project with further deliberation 

on improving the design.  Mr. Williams seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. Kelly wondered why the owner bought the property knowing the 

zoning of the site would not allow the height of his project. 

 

Mr. Twitchell stated he did not think the design met the guidelines. 

 

Mr. Kahn withdrew his motion.  Mr. Williams seconded the withdrawal. 

 

Mr. Williams made a motion to deny the application.  The motion, 

seconded by Mr. Kelly, failed to obtain a legal majority four to four with Mr. 

Twitchell, Mr. Kelly, Mr. Amdal, and Mr. Williams voting for the motion and 

Mr. Bennett, Mr. Kahn, Ms. Guthrie, and Mr. Thompson voting against, 

resulting in no action being taken on this application. 

 

c. 638-40 Camp Street:  Louis Faust, owner/applicant.  Appeal of ARC 

recommendation regarding removal of orginal glass block in Camp Street 

elevation windows and installation of clear, curved, replacement glazing. 

 

Mr. Foust, the property owner, stated that the glass block is keeping his 

building from being rented as retail space because of the lack of display 

windows. 

 

Mimi Montague, a resident of the district, supported the project. 

 

Mr. Williams made a motion to deny the application.  The motion failed to 

obtain a second. 

 



Mr. Kelly suggested sending the project to the ARC to find a way to keep 

part of the original glass block combined with the clear glass.  Mr. Faust 

said he would retain the steel frame to keep the character as close as 

possible to the original. 

 

Mr. Bennett made a motion to approve the proposal.  The motion, 

seconded by Mr. Thompson, passed eight to one with Mr. Williams voting 

against. 

 

d. 1011 Poeyfarre Street: National WWII Museum, owner; Mathes Brierre 

Architects, applicant.  Appeal of ARC recommendation regarding 

demolition of buildings on Andrew Higgins, Constance and Poeyfarre 

Streets for surface level parking lot and installation of hollow tube 

aluminum fence. 

 

Staff noted that the owner is not in compliance with the tree proviso 

required by the City Planning Commission on the existing surface level 

parking lot. 

 

Mr. Farnsworth of the WWII Museum, stated that he needed the extra 

parking because the Museum is going to lose the parking on Camp Street 

due to the next phase of the museum complex construction.   It will only 

be temporary until the museum hires a developer and designs a building 

that that will include a 400 car parking facility on the site. 

 

Mr. Kelly asked why he did not comply with the tree proviso on the 

previously approved surface level parking lot.  The owner said he will 

comply. 

 

Laura Adhikari owner of 1042 Magazine urged the Commission to deny 

the application.  She is adding 25 parking spaces in her lot across from the 

museum on Magazine Street and has complied with all the regulations 

including a 3’ masonry wall and solid iron picket fence with punched 

through horizontal members.  She also received a letter from Mr. 

Farnsworth stating he discourages surface level parking lots in the district.  

She is requesting that the WWII Museum be required to fulfill the same 

standards as the rest of the property owners in the district.   

 

Mimi Montegue of 920 Poeyfarre Street spoke against the proposal. 

 

Mr. Joseph Feritta of 1039 Constance Street spoke against the project.  He 

thinks the existing warehouses preserve the character of the warehouse 

district.  He values their unique personality.  He thinks that the buildings 

represent the spirit of the Warehouse District.  He stated there is plenty of 

surface level parking in the area. 

 

Mr. Kahn made a motion to deny the proposal.  The motion, seconded by 

Mr. Bennett, passed unanimously. 



 

e. 863 Camp Street:  Stephen Dick, owner; Matthew Dick, applicant.  

Proposal to remove existing louvered shutters and install replacement 

batten shutters. 

 

Mr. Williams made a motion to deny the application.  The motion, 

seconded by Mr. Kahn, failed to obtain a legal majority six to two with Mr. 

Kahn and Mr. Kelly voting against. 

 

The owner clarified that the shutters were already made and that they 

were custom made of Spanish cedar.   

 

Mr. Kelly made a motion to approve the proposal.  The motion, seconded 

by Mr. Williams, passed unanimously. 

 

III. Other Business 

a. Election of Officers 

Mr. Twitchell made a motion to approve the existing officers.  The motion, 

seconded by Mr. Kelly, passed unanimously. 

 

b. Demolition By Neglect 

• 1200 Canal Street 

Dismissed due to new ownership 

 

• 827 Carondelet Street 

Mr. Williams made a motion to cite the property for Demolition by 

Neglect.  The motion, seconded by Mr. Kahn, passed seven to one 

with Mr. Bennett against. 

 

• 521 St. Joseph Street 

Staff noted that the applicant had submitted final plans to restore 

the building and add an addition last week. 

 

Mr. Williams made a motion to defer the item for 30 days.  The 

motion, seconded by Mr. Kelly, passed unanimously. 

 

• 701 Canal Street 

Bill Soniat, the owner representative, stated that the project was in 

the bidding phase.  The entire façade will be repaired.  But he 

needs some more time because he needs to coordinate the 

scaffolding and sidewalk closure as well.  

 

Mr. Williams made a motion to defer the item for 120 days.  The 

motion, seconded by Kahn, passed unanimously. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m. 
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