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OUR PLATFORM
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LAND ACCESS

Current Strengths: NORA's Growing Green Lease
program, our flagship public lease-to-own land
access program for greenspace, is theoretically a
great idea BUT ...

Opportunity for Improvement: After 8 years in
practice, it is clear that the program is ineffective
and needs to be redesigned to work for local
growers. We need programmatic changes to help
growers move through the process in a timely
fashion, secure affordable and reliable long-term
land access, and do what they do best- grow food
and beauty for our city!

Solutions:
a) Publi

d) 5
application acceptance
e) Allowing the leases to be recorded lega
f) Allowing appraisal of property value as a
agriculture use rather than the highest and be
g) Clarifying the process for blight citations and
violations

WATER ACCESS

Current Strengths: Sewerage and Water Board of
New Orleans (SWBNO) does not charge
agricultural producers for sewerage on lots/meters
used exclusively for irrigation. This prevents
growers from paying for sewerage services that
they do not access and, ultimately, results in
significant cost savings for farmers and gardeners.

Opportunity for Improvement: Unfortunately, this
policy is unevenly applied and largely unknown to
growers. Many growers do not know how to secure a
dedicated meter. Those who do have an agricultural
meter are frequently charged for sewerage with no
clear process to permanently remove charges.

Solutions:

a) Having a clear and consistent way to speak to SWB
about agricultural meters

b) Training SWBNO staff on the process of putting in
and billing for an agricultural water meter

c) Having public documentation for the process,
including a step-by-step form for getting a dedicated
meter

BLIGHT CITATION

Current Strengths: Code Enforcement h
straightforward process and public we
understanding the blight citation pro
citation.

itself

might look
ing

al funds are

t such practices;
ween agencies to
ant urban ecosystem.

Solutions:

a) Relying on relationship with Urban Agriculture
Liaison to help inform when a property is
genuinely causing blight or when it looks different
than city officials are used to (i.e., cover cropping)
b) Creating a more fair and transparent process
for requiring the removal of blight from urban
farms and gardens

URBAN AGRICULTURE LIASON

Current Strengths: We have a vibrant and connected
community of farmers and gardeners in New Orleans.

Opportunity for Improvement: Those farmers and
gardeners struggle to get the help they need
when it comes to interacting with city government
and departments. In turn, city departments often
do not have policies and procedures in place that
would allow staff members to quickly and clearly
provide support and answers to growers.

Solutions:
a) Allowing access for one person to ask questions
directly, create recommendations and attend
meetings with city officials (such as blight hearings)
b) This person can be a point of contact for both
wers or the city
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