
GRD at Dillard Wetlands Project
Remember and Reclaim: Acknowledging the Land 
A panel discussion exploring our historical relationship with land
   
June 10, 2021





Agenda
● Introductions 
● Presentations by Panelists  

○ Sasha Irby, Bvlbancha Collective
○ Leon Waters, Hidden History Tours 
○ Dr. Robert Collins, Dillard University

● Moderated Discussion
○ Atianna J. Cordova, WATER BLOCK + WATER BLOCK Kids

● Breakout Session
● Closing 



Sasha Irby, Okla Hina Ikhish Holo
Artist, Educator, Medicine Maker and 

Revolutionary Instigator 

-----

Indigenous History in Bvlbancha





Exterior and Interior Images of the Wetland



Image Reference: Louisiana Digital Library



Leon Waters
Historian, Publisher and Social Activist

-----

Maroon History in Orleans Parish



Image Reference: On To New Orleans: Louisiana's Heroic 1811 Slave Revolt, 
author Albert Thrasher, Publisher: Leon A. Waters, page 47







Robert Collins, Ph. D. 
Professor of Urban Studies and Public Policy at 

Dillard University

-----

The Dillard University Relationship to the 
Dillard Wetlands Project



Image Source: Sabree Hill/Dillard University

Image Source: Creative Commons Image Source: New Orleans City Planning, Mapinfo and 2002 GNO Community Data Center 





Moderated Discussion w/ Panelists
○ Moderator: Atianna J. Cordova, WATER BLOCK + WATER BLOCK Kids

 



Breakout Session Questions (25 mins)
● What is something shared by one of the speakers that connects to your 

everyday life (maybe it's a place, a street name, or a memory that you have with 
wetlands or swamps)? 

● How do you see the history of land, water, liberation, and community in the 
environment or in the city today? 

● Does the name of a place determine how comfortable (e.g. safe and welcome) 
you feel when you visit? Why or why not? 

● What would you like to see considered when choosing a name for this project?
● What would you name this project? 





GRD at Dillard Wetlands Project
For more information on this project, please contact:

Office: (504)658-7623
Email: roadwork@nola.gov


