
• Infrastructure needs addressing

• Pumping and low infiltration has led to high 
subsidence rates

• Entire neighborhood drains to Drainage Pump 
Station (DPS) #3

• Community experiences frequent flooding

Background
Existing Conditions
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Background
Flooding (5-year Storm)



Background
Early Visions

St. Bernard Neighborhood Conceptual Rendering St. Bernard Neighborhood Street Conceptual Rendering 

St. Bernard Neighborhood Project Scoping Area 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Decisions made years ago – realizing it in project level
Finally implementing these decisions



Project Goals

Urban Water Ecology Infrastructure Economics

Recreation Public Health Urban Heat
Mitigation

Community

1. Address flooding
2. Promote infiltration 

and groundwater 
recharge

1. Provide access to 
parks

2. Provide active and 
passive recreation

1. Create shade
2. Reduce and 

monitor heat 
island effect

1. Create community 
destinations for 
neighborhood gatherings

2. Provide interactive 
educational opportunities

1. Drive economic growth 
through reinvestment

2. Reduce flood management 
risk

1. Increase 
biodiversity

2. Plant more trees, 
shrubs & flowers

1. Create complete 
street corridors

1. Encourage 
people to 
exercise more



Public Engagement
Thanks for your input!

Gentilly Fest 2018
60% Design Update 2019

Vision Workshop 2018Kickoff Event 2023

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We have undertaken an aggressive outreach program to engage the residents.  We conducted formal meetings with leaders and had open houses where anyone can walk in and ask questions.  We also had a great time at Gentilly Fest meeting people and discussing the project.

All in all, we have recorded over 450 interactions between the projects.  And that is in addition to phone calls and one-on-one discussions.




Public Engagement
What We Heard

1. Improve Drainage
2. Sports Facilities
3. Improve Neighborhood Landscaping
4. Provide Walkable and Bike Friendly Area
5. Provide Park Amenities
6. Security Improvements
7. Kayak/Canoe Access to Bayou St. John



Phase III
Park and Green Infrastructure

Neighborhood Improvements
• Raingardens
• Road Repairs

Bayou St. John Park
• Playground
• Shade Structure
• Boardwalk
• Walking Trail 
• Kayak/Canoe Launch

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is how the center of Elysian Fields will look.  A nice pedestrian path over a stream.  The plants have been chosen to be native and low maintenance.  We have made a special effort to keep the nice live oaks and will be planting a whole bunch more.




Phase III

Typical Raingarden Bump Outs
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Phase III
Raingarden Bump Outs

• Improves water quality, 
promotes transpiration, and 
enhances the streetscape

• Provides shorter crossing 
distance for pedestrians, 
enhancing safety 
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Presentation Notes
This is how the center of Elysian Fields will look.  A nice pedestrian path over a stream.  The plants have been chosen to be native and low maintenance.  We have made a special effort to keep the nice live oaks and will be planting a whole bunch more.




Phase III – Park Improvements
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Phase III – Park Improvements

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is how the center of Elysian Fields will look.  A nice pedestrian path over a stream.  The plants have been chosen to be native and low maintenance.  We have made a special effort to keep the nice live oaks and will be planting a whole bunch more.




Phase III
Operation and Maintenance 

• O&M Manual currently under review

• Contractor required to maintain GI for 36 
months during “establishment period”

• Low maintenance bioswale plant palette

• Park areas will be maintained by NORDC

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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