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This porte-cochere townhouse includes a carriageway in the 
right bay, providing access to the rear courtyard.  The full-
width balcony is accessed by four sets of French doors.

Many of the French Quarter’s Greek Revival townhouses 
include granite piers topped by a granite lintel at the 
ground floor and a brick or stucco façade above.

TOWNHOUSE					         
The townhouse building type, or some variation thereof, is common because 
its vertical massing and long, narrow footprint make efficient use of land.  
Common in the Vieux Carré from about the 1790s to 1890s, the townhouse 
building type is a 2- to 4-story, 1- to 2-room wide, 2-room deep masonry 
building with distinct vertical massing, a side gable or hipped roof and an 
orientation towards the street.  The townhouse type first appeared in its 
Creole form in the late colonial period, but the basic type remained for the 
better part of a century as the American townhouse gained popularity.

In townhouses from different periods of construction, the shape, type and 
style of windows vary, and whether or not a projection, such as a balcony or 
gallery, is present.   

The main block of a townhouse is typically rectangular in plan with a service 
building attached or semi-attached either to the rear at one side of the 
house or, alternatively, located along the rear edge of the property providing 
additional bedrooms or a garçonnière, and historically, a kitchen.
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This double Greek Revival townhouse has a two-level, wood-
framed gallery extending across the full width of the front 
façade, supported by rectangular wood posts, known as a 
double gallery.

This corner store townhouse includes ground floor commercial 
space accessed by a corner entry with a residence above.  A 
gallery shelters the sidewalk and provides second floor level 
outdoor living space.

A Creole townhouse typically has arched openings at the ground floor level and 
a passageway or carriageway leading to a side and/or rear entranceway, rather 
than a front entrance door.  There are no interior hallways, and a stair often links 
the main section of a building to a service building.

An American townhouse has a grand front entrance door leading to an interior 
hallway and stair.  Although less common in the Vieux Carré, a townhouse with a 
gallery on each floor stretching the full width of the façade, is known as a double 
gallery.

The corner store townhouse variation is often present at a street intersection.  In 
this type, a commercial space occupies the ground floor with residential space 
above.  A large wraparound gallery covers a corner entrance point at the ground 
level, providing protection for store patrons below and possibly additional living 
space above.
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GUIDE TO COLOR SELECTION

Building colors tended to be white or earth colors.  Architectural 
features were restrained and the colors reflected this restraint.  
Trim tended to be lightest (whites/grays/creams) architectural 
elements.  More intricate elements are emphasized with 
alternating colors.

C. 1820-1840

Building

•	 Whites
•	 Earth tones (ochres, terra cottas)
•	 Bricks often painted brick color with 

penciled joints

Shutters

•	 Paris green (oxidized copper color)
•	 Medium range greens
•	 Blue-green
•	 Gray, gray-violet, gray-brown ranges

Trim & 
Cornice

•	 Whites
•	 Off-whites (grays and creams)

French 
Doors

•	 Grays/creams
•	 Oak-colored wood grained

Foundation 
& Chimney

•	 Same color, or darker, than the building, 
in earth tones

Ironwork •	 Black or coated with beeswax

Building Type
•	 Creole cottage
•	 Early townhouse
•	 Center-hall house
•	 Outbuilding

Architectural Style
•	 Creole
•	 Greek Revival

Compatibility Guide

Compared to the c. 1820-1840 period, the colors were 
broader and deeper and color provided more delineation 
of details.  Ironwork and trim had their own range of 
colors, allowing more expression of individual tastes.  This 
expression took the form of scoring stucco, delineation of 
panels in doors and imitation of fine stone.

C. 1840-1870

Building
•	 Deep reds, mauves, browns
•	 Grays, puce, masonry and stone-like 

colors - simulated marble and granite

Shutters
•	 Paris green (oxidized copper color)
•	 Medium range greens, blue-green
•	 Gray, gray-violet, gray-brown ranges

Trim & 
Cornices

•	 Whites
•	 Off-whites (creams)
•	 Grays

Doors

•	 Trim color
•	 Oak- or mahogany-colored wood grained, 

possibly with contrasting graining at 
panels

Foundation 
& Chimney

•	 Same color, or darker, than building
•	 Stone colors

Downspout
•	 Greens
•	 Building color

Ironwork
•	 Greens
•	 Black
•	 Browns

Building Type
•	 Creole cottage
•	 Townhouse
•	 Center-hall house
•	 Outbuilding
•	 Early shotgun

Architectural Style
•	 Greek Revival
•	 Italianate

Compatibility Guide
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Building
•	 Browns, olives, ochres
•	 Blues, grays
•	 Rich warm colors

Shutters
•	 Paris green (oxidized copper color)
•	 Medium range greens
•	 Building color in darker range

Trim, 
Frames, 
Brackets, 
Quoins

•	 Two colors contrasting with building
•	 Two colors repeating building colors in 

different shades

Cornice •	 Contrasting, or deeper, color than 
adjacent architectural features

Sash
•	 Same range as shutters
•	 Deep reds or other accent color

Foundation 
& Chimney

•	 Contrasting, or deeper, color than 
adjacent architectural features

Ironwork •	 Contrasting, or deeper, color than 
adjacent architectural features

Colors became more muted, if not somewhat darker, and 
painting followed architectural elements.  Architectural 
elements were more diverse and intricate, and were 
emphasized with alternating colors.

C. 1870-1890

Compatibility Guide

Building Type
•	 Townhouse
•	 Shotgun

Architectural Style
•	 Italianate
•	 Eastlake
•	 Colonial Revival
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Testing various paint colors on a building provides a better 
sense of the final appearance than reviewing paint chips.

THE VCC REQUIRES:
•	 Following all City, State and EPA requirements for safe 

paint surface disturbance, preparation and removal
•	 Submitting paint and/or finish color samples to the VCC 

for review

THE VCC RECOMMENDS:
•	 Preparing exterior woodwork by hand-washing with a 

mild detergent and a natural bristle brush, hand-scraping 
and hand-sanding

•	 Consulting with the paint manufacturer to determine 
the best type of paint for a specific application – 
Pertinent issues include the material being painted, 
location, existing paint or coating and existing chemical 
treatments, including termite prevention

•	 Following all manufacturers’ instructions for preparation, 
cleaning, application and safety – Verify weather 
conditions are compatible with the paint label guidelines

•	 Using oil-based paint instead of latex-based paint for 
exterior woodwork unless conditions make it unfavorable

•	 Investing in higher quality paint – It generally costs more 
initially, but can last significantly longer, saving money 
long-term

•	 Painting downspouts, security devices, light fixtures, 
conduit, wiring, etc., to match attachment surface

•	 Waiting 6 to 12 months prior to applying paint to new 
pressure-treated wood for better adhesion

THE VCC DOES NOT RECOMMEND:
•	 Applying semitransparent stain and/or varnish on 

exterior woodwork
•	 Applying opaque stain on a building element
•	 Applying latex or oil-based paint on masonry or stucco 

(Refer to Masonry & Stucco Painting, Guidelines for 
Masonry & Stucco, page 06-11) 

•	 Using a rotary tool – Can leave circular marks and wires 
can tear into surface

•	 Using a heat gun or heat plate – Can ignite paint or 
underlying surface if left in one location too long

•	 Applying chemical paint remover – Can raise grain of 
some woods, and be expensive and potentially volatile; 
Runoff is potentially hazardous and should be collected 
to prevent harm to children, pets and vegetation and 
pollute storm water

THE VCC DOES NOT ALLOW:
•	 Installing elastomeric and/or encapsulating paint at 

exterior woodwork
•	 Painting traditionally unpainted material, such as slate, 

terra cotta and/or previously unpainted brick or stone
•	 Using a flame tool such as a blowtorch to soften paint – 

Smoldering sparks can start a potentially devastating fire  
and lead components in paint can vaporize and create 
highly toxic fumes

•	 Sandblasting – Can be abrasive to a surface and wear 
away a protective exterior coating

•	 Using a high-pressure water wash – Forces water into 
open joints wetting interior finishes and structural 
framing and can be abrasive to the exterior surfaces

•	 Dipping an architectural element, such as a shutter, 
window or door, into paint remover – Can result in 
uneven shrinkage of individual parts and disintegration 
of internal glue at joints

PAINT REFERENCES
The Staff can recommend references to assist in the selection 
of appropriate paint colors for a specific property.  In 
addition, original construction contracts as well as Notarial 
Archives drawings and documentation can provide color 
information.  If documentation about a specific property is 
not available, referencing properties of a similar design and 
the same construction period may be a good resource.

EXTERIOR PAINTING GUIDE

Exterior Painting Review

Remove paint from exterior wood, stucco, masonry or 
metal; Apply paint to wood, stucco, previously painted 
masonry, metal or any exterior surface

Staff21 3
Apply coating or paint to previously unpainted brick or 
stone
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